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These materials were used for three of the classes in a five class tax law research class which we offer 
to students for 1 credit. The classes lasted 2 ½ hours each and consisted of multiple exercises in the 
course of the class and also an assignment for each class. Students are expected to spend several 
hours on the assignment. Class 2 is on tax regulations and focuses on the FR and the CFR. 
Class 3 is on other agency documents including Revenue Rulings, Revenue Procedures and Private 
Letter Rulings. And Class 5 is on tax treaties. Included here are quick outlines for use in class, 
detailed outlines for the students to use after class to review, exercises and the assignments. Also 
included is a capstone assignment intended to have students use all the skills they have learned in the 
course. 
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Week 1 – Oct. 23 

The class will begin with a detailed look at the legislative process and the Internal Revenue Code.  

It will also take an introductory look at the three major tax platforms: RIA Checkpoint, CCH 

Intelliconnect and BNA Tax and Accounting Center. 

Topics: 

 How the class works. Assignments and grading. Class policies. 

 Tax Notes and Daily Tax Reporter 

 Sources of Tax Law 

 Major Tax Databases 

 Examples and Student Exercises 

Week 2 – Oct. 30 

This class will look at regulations and the rulemaking process.  Statutes provide only the surface 

of the process of understanding how an area of law is organized.  Regulations are crucial to the 

implementation of the IRC. 

Topics: 

 What is rulemaking? 

 How are regulations promulgated? 

 Moving from the Federal Register to the Code of Federal Regulations. 

 Finding a Regulation – Using the CFR Index, Regulations.gov, e-CFR, List of Sections 

Affected 

Week 3 – Nov. 6 

Agencies are active in promulgating regulations but there are many other legal important 

documents that they issue which are not found in the FR or CFR.  What are these documents and 

where do we find them.  Why are they important?  We will look at the three major platforms and 

the agency websites.  Finally, there are also important procedural manuals and examination 

handbooks that it is useful to know how to find. 

Topics 

 Overview of regulatory structure of tax. 

 Main IRS publications: Cumulative Bulletin, Internal Revenue Bulletin.  Types of 

publications: Revenue Rulings, Revenue Procedures, Private Letter Rulings, etc. 

 Maunals and handbooks 

Week 4 – Nov. 13 

The IRS has its own administrative adjudication system.  Understanding this system is crucial to 

doing tax research.  The other facet of this research is using the major databases to do this case 

law research.  The second half of the class will focus on tax research in print. 



Topics 

 IRS Art. 1 tax courts 

 Using tax platforms for case law research 

 Tax research in print 

Week 5 – Nov. 20 

This final class will be structured around an in depth research problems.    The problem will serve 

as the basis of your final assignment. 

Topics 

 Integrating all your research into a final memo 



Tax Law Research 

Fall 2012 

Class 2 

 

IRS Structure 

The IRS is a bureau of the Department of the Treasury.  This means that it is ultimately 

answerable to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Treasury Org Chart: http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-

structure/Pages/default.aspx 

Internal Revenue Service Organization http://www.irs.gov/irs/article/0,,id=149199,00.html 

Office of Tax Policy: http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-

structure/offices/Pages/Tax-Policy.aspx 

Regulations 

What are regulations?  They are the rules the agency writes to explain how a statute will be 

implemented.  In some cases these relate to a specific statute and in other cases to the statute 

establishing an agency.  These rules have the legal force of the statute behind them. 

How do regulations relate to the code? 

A regulation is authorized by a statute.  The agency, in this case the IRS which is a subdivision of 

the Treasury, looks at a new statute and says “How are we going to make this a reality for 

taxpayers”. 

The Office of the Associate Chief Counsel assigns a drafting team.   

The IRS Manual describes the regulatory process: http://www.irs.gov/irm/part32/irm_32-001-

001.html. 

How do you find them? 

Regulations are first proposed by the agency and published in the Federal Register.  The Federal 

Register comes out daily.  There is then a comment period in which interested parties can 

express their opinions about the proposed regulations.  After the public has been given a chance 

to comment the agency issues final regulations.  In tax, since the law changes constantly and the 

pressure to write regulations is great, the agency will sometimes publish temporary regulations. 

These do not have the benefit of comment, but have the force of law.  Temporary regulations 

expire after three years. IRC sec. 7805(e)(2).  Taxpayers need certainly since they must pay their 

taxes every year, so the agency publishes what is essentially a placeholder and those are the 

rules that apply for that tax year.  They will often then continue to work on the final regulations. 

http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.irs.gov/irs/article/0,,id=149199,00.html
http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/offices/Pages/Tax-Policy.aspx
http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/offices/Pages/Tax-Policy.aspx
http://www.irs.gov/irm/part32/irm_32-001-001.html
http://www.irs.gov/irm/part32/irm_32-001-001.html


Once the final regulations are published in the Federal Register they are then integrated into the 

Code of Federal Regulations.  The Code of Federal Regulations is a look at the regulations in 

force during any one year.  As a tax practitioner you are not always dealing with the current CFR.  

It is possible you will be looking at behavior by a taxpayer from a previous year – especially if 

you litigate – and then you will need to look at an old CFR to see what regulations were in force 

at that time. 

Let’s look at an example: 

Gross Income 

This is defined in 26 U.S.C. sec. 61: Google with site:.gov 

61(a)(1) says “Compensation for services, including fees, commissions, fringe benefits, 

and other similar items” 

Now the regulations implementing this section might choose to define these “compensations 

for services” further.  Why?  If the language were left like this what would happen?  There 

would be a lot of litigation.   

What if you are compensated for services with other services?  The statute says nothing about 

this.  The regulations clarify: 

“if services are paid for in property, the fair market value of the property taken in 

payment must be included in income as compensation. If services are paid for in 

exchange for other services, the fair market value of such other services taken in 

payment must be included in income as compensation.” 26 CFR 1.61-2(d) 

Tax Regulations 

You find 26 CFR 1.61-2 by citation on http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ 

When was this section first introduced?  Look at the note at the end. 

T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as amended by T.D. 6696, 28 FR 13450, Dec. 12, 

1963; T.D. 6856, 30 FR 13316, Oct. 20, 1965; T.D. 7544, 43 FR 31913, July 24, 1978; T.D. 

7623, 44 FR 28800, May 17, 1979; T.D. 8256, 54 FR 28582, July 6, 1989; T.D. 8607, 60 FR 

40076, Aug. 7, 1995; T.D. 9092, 68 FR 54344, Sept. 17, 2003 

When was it last updated?  Where are all these updating sections published? 

Now this version of the CFR is not updated constantly, so some sections are out of date.  You 

can see a very up-to-date version from the government at http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/, but this 

explicitly states it is not the most up-to-date version. 

Look at the same section on the e-CFR. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/


Now let’s look at the Federal Register.  Let’s look at the most recent amendment to this section. 

T.D. 9092, 68 FR 54344, Sept. 17, 2003.  We can use the Federal Register on the FDsys site. 

Look at the issuance.  It tells you the agency, the RIN number, which we will later see is 

important, and what action is taken – in this case a final rule.  It now gives the reader some back 

ground including reasoning for any changes made from the proposed rules.  If you scroll to page 

54344 you see what change it made to sec. 1.62-1 of the CFR. 

We saw that the initial regulation in this area was in 1960.  Let’s try to find that: T.D. 6500, 25 FR 

11402, Nov. 26, 1960.  We would need to go to the Federal Register for 1960. 

The Federal Register is available at FDSys but it only goes back to 1994.  So we would need to 

find a historical collection of the federal register which is available on HeinOnline. 

Examples 

Let’s look at how this works in practice.  Let’s take an example: 

Portability of a Deceased Spousal Unused Exclusion Amount RIN 1545-BK74 

 

 

 

Look at Federal Register for June 18, 2012 on FDsys.  What is the citation? 77 F.R. 36150.  

Provide a URL http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-18/pdf/2012-14781.pdf.  

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-06-18/pdf/2012-14781.pdf


Go to Regualtions.gov and find the regulation using the RIN number.  Follow the docket ID.  Look 
at the two rules.  What are they?  Proposed Rule and Temporary Rule.  What is a Temporary 
Rule?  Where in the CFR are these rules codified?   If there were a comment letter they would 
be here, but since this is a temporary rule there are no comments. 
 
Choose one section and look in the e-CFR.  E.g. 26 CFR 20.2001-2T.  Why does the number have 
a T? When was it added to the e-CFR? June 15, 2012?  Could that be?  When did it appear in the 
FR?  So that must be a typo. 
 

Now you try an example: 

Regulations Relating to Information Reporting by Foreign Financial Institutions and Withholding 

on Certain Payments to Foreign Financial Institutions and Other Foreign Entities RIN 1545-BK68 

 

 
 

Look at Federal Register for Feb. 15, 2012.  What is the citation? 77 F.R.9022.  Provide a URL 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-15/pdf/2012-2979.pdf.  

Go to Regualtions.gov and find the regulation using the RIN number.  Follow the docket ID.  
What is this?  A  Proposed Rule.  Look at the comments?  Find the most recent comment. 
 
Would this be in the e-CFR?  No.  Why not?  It is only a proposed regulation. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-02-15/pdf/2012-2979.pdf


 
Regulations by Subject: Indexes 
 
Now all this assumes that you know what regulations you are looking for.  What if you are just 
getting started in a particular area and you need to find the regulations. 
 
Let’s say your family is hosting an exchange student from Holland for the year.  Can expenses 
generated to maintain that student be deducted from your taxes? 
 
Today we are going to look more closely at the Tax Management Portfolios.  These are 
discussions with a practical focus of various aspects of taxation.  They have an index by code 
section and a keyword index.  Under the keyword index let us look under “Student”.  We see a 
category “Charitable income tax deduction for payments for maintenance as household 

members”.   Following this link we find that this is governed by 26 USC 170 and the applicable 
regulations are in 1.170A. 
 
Now let’s use the Westlaw Index to Regulations and do the same search. 
 
 

 
Now you try it. 
 
Find the regulations on the “nanny tax”. 
 
Use the keyword index on Tax Management Portfolio 
 

Provide the number of the tax management Portfolio that discusses this. 
 
Use the CFR index on WestlawNext 

 
What is the federal register citation for this? 
 

What is the source of its statutory authority? 
 
 
 
Let’s look at RIA Checkpoint and Intelliconnect for the same fact situation. 
 
Now we will use the RIA Checkpoint Federal Tax Coordinator Index 

 
Click on Search and under “Go to” “Indexes”. Search “exchange student” and click 
“Show hits only”.  Select “Student” and Maximize. 
 

Intelliconnect 
 

Browse to Standard Federal Tax Reporter Topical Index. Select E and find “exchange 

student”. Look at the sections mentioned by “maintenance of, certain students. 
 
Or select the Topical Index and search for “exchange student” 

 

Now you try it. 
 
 

Use the RIA Checkpoint Federal Tax Coordinator Index. 



 
 
 
Browse to Standard Federal Tax Reporter Topical Index. 

Browse to Standard Federal Tax Reporter Topical Index. Select it and search “selected 
content” for “nanny tax”.   

 



Class 2 Outline 

IRS Organization 

 http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/Pages/default.aspx 

Code of Federal Regulations 

26 U.S.C. 61(a)(1): Google with site:.gov 

“Compensation for services, including fees, commissions, fringe benefits, and other 

similar items” 

26 CFR 1.61-2(d): Find by citation on  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ 

“if services are paid for in property, the fair market value of the property taken in 

payment must be included in income as compensation. If services are paid for in 

exchange for other services, the fair market value of such other services taken in 

payment must be included in income as compensation.”  

Look at note at the end: 

T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as amended by T.D. 6696, 28 FR 13450, 

Dec. 12, 1963; T.D. 6856, 30 FR 13316, Oct. 20, 1965; T.D. 7544, 43 FR 31913, 

July 24, 1978; T.D. 7623, 44 FR 28800, May 17, 1979; T.D. 8256, 54 FR 28582, 

July 6, 1989; T.D. 8607, 60 FR 40076, Aug. 7, 1995; T.D. 9092, 68 FR 54344, Sept. 

17, 2003 

e-CFR http://www.ecfr.gov/ 

Look at the section on e-CFR 

Federal Register 

Find T.D. 9092, 68 FR 54344, Sept. 17, 2003  http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ 

Find T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960  HeinOnline 

Federal Register to Code of Federal Regulations 

Example 

BNA Daily Tax Reporter:  Portability of a Deceased Spousal Unused Exclusion Amount  

77 F.R. 36150 http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/ 

Regualtions.gov  RIN 1545-BK74   

Proposed 

http://www.treasury.gov/about/organizational-structure/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
http://www.ecfr.gov/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/


Temporary 

e-CFR 

Exercise 

Regulations by Subject: Browsing or Searching the Index 

Tax Management Portfolios 

Keyword Index 

Searching Keyword Index 

Westlaw Next Regulations Index 

Navigate to Code of Federal Regulations.  Use the Index. 

Exercise 

RIA Checkpoint 

Searching the Index. 

Intelliconnect 

Browse or Search Standard Federal Tax Reporter Topical Index. 

 



Class 2 Exercise 

Finding and Using Regulations 

 

1. On BNA Daily Tax Report find an article about regulations relating to FATCA 

implementation.  Use the Advanced Search feature and search by Heading.  On what 

day was this proposed regulation published in the Federal Register? 

2. Using the date you found above, locate these proposed regulations in the Federal 

Register on FDSys.  What is the Federal Register citation? 

3. What CFR sections are being proposed or amended here?  Provide the citations. 

4. In the Federal Register you will be able to locate either the REG# or the RIN#.  Use either 

of these numbers in Regulations.gov to find the IRS Docket number.  What is it? 

5. Now that you have the IRS Docket number, look at the docket.  Select the most recent 

comment.  Provide the institutional name of the author. 

 

Using an Index to find Regulations 

 

1.  Using the Keywork Index for the BNA Tax Management Portfolios, find the portfolio 

that discusses the “nanny tax.”  Provide the number of the portfolio. 

2. Use the index to the Federal Tax Coordinator in RIA Checkpoint.  Click on Search and 

select the index.  Search for “nanny tax” and provide the number of the first section 

discussing the excise tax. 

3. Use the CFR index on WestlawNext.  Find the regulations relating to the “nanny tax.”  

Provide the citation to the CFR. 

4. Use the Index to the Standard Federal Tax Coordinator on Intelliconnect.  Browe to the 

Standard Federal Tax Reporter and select the “Topical Index.”  Select the “Topical Index” 

and search “All selected content” for “nanny tax.”  Select the best entry for “nanny tax” 

and provide the number of the discussion. 



Class 3: 

Here is the basic outline of the IRS National Office.  This office is largely responsible for writing 

regulations and issuing the guidance documents we are going to talk about today. 

 

There are currently four regional offices and 33 district offices.  The IRS Manual 

http://www.irs.gov/irm/ describes the functioning of the IRS. 

IRS Guidance Document 

Tax law is challenging to research because there are so many different types of agency 

documents.  Because tax law applies to everyone, including corporations, there are many 

aspects of the law that are challenged and need to be clarified.  Also, the law is constantly being 

tinkered with. 

http://www.irs.gov/irm/


Let’s look at some of the major IRS issuances.  We have already discussed how the regulations 

rest on the authority of a statute and further explain the statute.  Well, what if a taxpayer has a 

question about a regulation?  What if they have a question about an agency procedure? 

Revenue Rulings and Revenue Procedures 

The next layer down after regulations are revenue rulings and revenue procedures. 

http://www.irs.gov/uac/Understanding-IRS-Guidance---A-Brief-Primer 

A revenue ruling is an official interpretation by the IRS of a primary source of law like a statute, 

regulation, or tax treaty.  In most cases the IRS is interpreting their own regulations.  A revenue 

procedure is an official statement about a certain IRS procedure that affects the “rights and 

duties of taxpayers”.  Revenue rulings and procedures usually respond to a persistent concern 

noticed by the IRS. 

These are published in an IRS publication called the Internal Revenue Bulletin.  This used to be 

cumulated every year into the Cumulative Bulletin, but since the advent of the internet and easy 

access to government publications the Cumulative Bulletin has ceased. 

Let’s look at the most recent issue of the Internal Revenue Bulletin: 

http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/internalRevenueBulletins.html.  Let’s look at IRB 2012-41.  

What is the revenue ruling about?  What is the revenue procedure about?  

Now there are two ways in which you might look for one of these: by topic and by number.  If 

we know the number then we would use that to retrieve it.  Let’s look at how we might do that. 

Using a Google Search 

Example 

We want to find Rev. Rul. 2012-19.  Where could we look? 

Google search rev. ruling 2012-19 site:.irs.gov     

To use the IRS website for this you would need the IRB number.  It is difficult to search 

the website for the revenue ruling. 

Find Rev. Rul. 2003-116 

Using BNA Tax Core 

We want to find Rev. Proc. 2012-29.  Where could we look? 

This is mostly a document database built to support the TM Portfolios and the BNA tax 

news products.  It is browseable but not searchable by citation. 

Find Rev. Rul. 2012-18 

http://www.irs.gov/uac/Understanding-IRS-Guidance---A-Brief-Primer
http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/internalRevenueBulletins.html


Using RIA Checkpoint 

We want to find Rev. Proc. 2012-29.  Where could we look? 

We can look it up by citation.  Now, since this is a very old revenue ruling how do we 

know that it has not been modified or superceded by a later publication? 

RIA Checkpoint provides a citator service which lets you know whether the document 

you are looking at is still relied upon.  You can also look at treatises or the FTC (Federal 

Tax Coordinator) to determine if there is some other document which is important.  

Since all annotations are constantly being updated they are reliable as to the law 

applicable.  They wouldn’t include all the cases mentioned in the citatory. 

Student Example 

Find Revenue Ruling 87-41.  What 9th circuit cases cited this revenue ruling?  What 

regulation might you also look at if trying to understand who is an employee for tax 

withholding purposes? 

Private Letter Rulings and Technical Advice Memorandum 

Private Letter Rulings are issued before a taxable event has taken place or before taxes have 

been filed.  The taxpayer seeks a ruling from the IRS about whether they will be liable for taxes 

should they undertake a particular action.  Private Letter Rulings only apply to the taxpayer that 

requested it.  However, taxpayers in a similar situation will of course benefit from the ruling.  

That is why they are often researched when searching for an answer to a complex tax question. 

Using Intelliconnect. 

Let’s look at an example: PLR 201227002. 

Click on the icon that is labeled citation.  Keep opening the menus until you get to “LTRs 

and IRS Positions”.  You see that a company has asked whether their revenue from 

treating water for oil companies engaged in fracking is qualifying income under IRC 

7704.  There are several features of Intelliconnect to look carefully at.  “Document Path” 

will always tell you where you are with regard to the general heirachy of the database.   

Now you can click on the icon that says citator 

Student Example: Find PLR 201227005.  What does the IRS tell the taxpayer to do? 

“maintain adequate records and case histories so that any or all award distributions can 

be substantiated upon request by the Internal Revenue Service.” 

Technical Advice Memorandum are requested by IRS personnel involved in a proceeding like an 

audit or claim.  Like the PLRs they only apply to the proceeding that generated them, but again 

are of general interested to similarly situated tax payers. 



Let’s look at an example: TAM 201151028 

Using Intelliconnect citation we find the TAM the same way we found the PLR.  This was a 

request from an IRS manager after an examination agent revoked a foundations 501(c)(3) status 

because it excluded non-community residents from a bike path it built and maintained. 

Student Example 

Find TAM  200945037.  Who requested this TAM? Director LMSB Territory 7 

There are many other types of IRS documents, as you can see from the citation finder.  We are 

not going to go into these because they don’t have quite as much research value as the four 

publications we just described, however it is important to note the document abbreviations 

because they will be helpful in locating the document: 

CC = Chief Counsel 

GCM = General Counsel Memorandum 

IRS Manual 

Print Exercise 

Now that we have looked at this online, let’s look at a looseleaf in print down in the tax library.  

Many firms that have a substantial tax practice will have these in their libraries since older 

practitioners would tend to prefer them.   If your firm has a looseleaf you might want to 

consider using it.  It will also help you understand how the online products are organized. 

We are going to look at and use the three main services: CCH, RIA and BNA. 

CCH Standard Federal Tax Reporter has several ways of entering: Index, Finding Aid and Code 

Section. 

RIA Checkpoint also has identical ways of entering: Index, Finding Aid and Code Section. 

BNA has an IRC index and a keywork index. 

Here are the private letter rulings, here are the transfer binders and here is the Cumulative 

Bulletin/IRB. 

 



Class 3 Quick Guide 

IRS Guidance http://www.irs.gov/uac/Understanding-IRS-Guidance---A-Brief-Primer 

Finding IRS Guidance 

Internal Revenue Bulletin: http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/internalRevenueBulletins.html.    

IRB 2012-41.   

Using a Google Search 

Example: Google search rev. ruling 2012-19 site:.irs.gov     

Find: Rev. Rul. 2003-116 

Using BNA Tax Core 

Example: Browseable but not searchable by citation.  Rev. Proc. 2012-29.   

Find: Rev. Rul. 2012-18 

Using RIA Checkpoint 

Example: Use citator.  Rev. Proc. 2012-29.   

Find: Revenue Ruling 87-41.   

Using Intelliconnect. 

Example: Find by citation then select citatory.  Find PLR 201227002. 

Find: Find PLR 201227005.   

 

CC = Chief Counsel 

GCM = General Counsel Memorandum 

IRS Manual 

 

 

 

 

http://www.irs.gov/uac/Understanding-IRS-Guidance---A-Brief-Primer
http://apps.irs.gov/app/picklist/list/internalRevenueBulletins.html


CCH Standard Tax Reporter in Print 

Finding Lists 

Topical Index 

Organized by Code section 

 

RIA Federal Tax Coordinator in Print 

Finding Tables 

Topical Index 

Need to use Finding Tables to locate Discussion 

 

BNA Tax Management Portfolios 

Index 

 

Cumulative Bulletin 

Need Citation 

 

Private Letter Rulings 

 



 

Class 3 exercise 

Finding Guidance Documents 

 

1. Using Google with site:.gov find Rev. Rul. 2003-116.  What is it about? 

2. Using BNA Tax Core, go to “Document Type” and browse for Rev. Proc. 2012-18.  What 

CFR section does this interpret? 

3. Using RIA Checkpoint, click on Search and select Citator 2d.  In the search box search for 

87-41.  Find the result that is Rev. Rul. 87-41.   What is the Letter Ruling that mentions 

this revenue ruling? 

4. Using Intelliconnect locate the Citator.  Open “Federal Tax” and select Rulings.  Find 

Letter Ruling 8324068.  Look at the annotation.  What type of education is the topic of 

the annotation? 

5. Using the Citations button on Intelliconnect (rather than the citator button) find TAM 

200945037.  What revenue procedure is mentioned at the end of this TAM? 



Tax Law Research Class 

Group 1 - Print Exercise 

 

1. Using the CCH Standard Tax Reporter Finding Lists, find the entry for Rev. Rul. 60-255.  

What revenue ruling did it modify? 

 

 

2. Using the Topical Index for the CCH Standard Tax Reporter, look for an entry for medical 

expenses associated with an adopted child.  What is the paragraph number for the 

discussion? 

 

 

3. Go to the discussion.  What regulation is this associated with? 

 

 

4. Using the RIA Federal Tax Coordinator Finding Tables, find Rev. Rul. 60-255.  What is the 

citation to the Cumulative Bulletin. 

 

 

5. Using that citation, find it in the Cumulative Bulletin.  What is the heading? 

 

 

6. Using the Index to the RIA Federal Tax Coordinator, look for an entry for medical 

expenses associated with an adopted child.  What is the number of the discussion? 

 

 

 



7. Go to that discussion. What code section is being discussed?  Does it mention a 

regulation?  If so, what. 

 

 

8. Using the RIA Federal Tax Coordinator Index, find ruling requests that decided whether 

a particular environmental clean-up was a business expense.  Select a letter ruling and 

find a copy. 

 

 

9. Find the entry for Letter Ruling 9627002 in the CCH Standard Tax Reporter Finding Lists.  

What is the first paragraph number for the discussion.  Where in this discussion is the 

letter ruling mentioned and why? 

 

 

10. Using the BNA Tax Management Portfolio Index, find a portfolio that talks about medical 

expenses for an adopted child.  What is the number of the portfolio? [hint: you won’t 

find adoption in the index, so use general concepts like medical expenses, deductions 

and definition of a dependent.] 

 

 

11. The CCH Standard Federal Tax Reporter.  Find 26 USC 162(m).  Look at pg. 22,653.  What 

revenue ruling does it mention? 

 

12. The RIA Federal Tax Coordinator.  Find 26 USC 162(m).  Where is the discussion located?  

What letter ruling is mentioned. 

 

 

13. The BNA Tax Management Portfolios.  Find 26 USC 162(m). What is the portfolio 

number?  Look at the section on the $1 million limit.  How many letter rulings are 

mentioned there? 



Tax Treaties 

The tax system has had to develop a system for dealing with income that is earned in another 

tax jurisdiction.  This is mostly accomplished with tax treaties.  It is important to understand 

something about treaties.  Treaties are negotiated by the Department of State and then must 

receive the advice and consent of the Senate.  There are also treaties, called executive 

agreements, which do not need the consent of the Senate, but tax treaties tend not to fall into 

this category.  Let’s look at the organization of the State Department: 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm 

The Office of the Legal Advisor http://www.state.gov/s/l/ is responsible for the sheparding of 

treaties through the treaty process.  They keep a list of all the treaties that are currently 

considered to be legally binding called Treaties in Force 

http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/169274.pdf. 

Tax treaties are bilateral treaties, between the United States and one other country.  So the first 

thing to determine when your client has income from another country is whether there is a tax 

treaty in existence.  There is a model tax treaty that the U.S. uses so many of the provisions are 

similar, but here can be important differences.  These treaties are renegotiated from time to 

time.  So you also need to figure out which is the most recent treaty in force.  The best way to 

do this is to look at Treaties in Force which theoretically comes out every year. 

http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/index.htm.  In the section on bilateral treaties look under 

your country. 

Let’s look at Switzerland and see if there are any tax treaties in force.  There was a treaty from 

1951 which looks like it was probably replaced by a treaty from 1996.  There is a citation for the 

first but not for the second.   

The first is published in the United States Treaty Series which is available on HeinOnline: 

http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=cle

ar. The second is in TIAS which stands for Treaties and Other International Acts Series.  Some of 

these are available at the State Department website. 

http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tias/index.htm 

The IRS has a list of tax treaties: http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-

Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z.  

The only thing this doesn’t tell you is whether anything is pending in the Senate.  It is worth 

taking a look at the congressional website Thomas just to see.  

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/treaties/treaties.html.  This allows you to see that there is a 

protocol – which is an amendment to a treaty – pending before the Senate.    

So what do the services bring to the area of tax treaties? 

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/l/
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/169274.pdf
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/index.htm
http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=clear
http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=clear
http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z
http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/treaties/treaties.html


In RIA Checkpoint one thing you can do is compare certain provisions across jurisdictions.  This is 

useful for tax planning purposes. 

Intelliconnect tends to be historically deep. 

BNA TM has a lot of related information. 

Income Tax Treaties  Dec. 19, 1996 

What is pending in Senate: Protocol 112-1 

Thomas, Treaties 

Look on RIA 

Compare Art. 1 with other treaty provisions from other jurisdictions 

Look on Tax Management under International 

Find portfolio for Switzerland 

Browse Intelliconnect and look at agreements 

Use Intelliconnect index 

Treaties in Force Exercise – United Kingdom 

When did the on income and capital gains enter into force? July 24, 2001   

Give the citation. TIAS 13161 

Can you find it on the State Department website?  Yes 

What was the Senate Executive Report number? Senate Executive Report   

Is there a protocol?  Yes   

what year? 2002 

What is the portfolio in TM that discusses double taxation in the United Kingdom? 989   

What is the main section dealing with double taxation? XV 

Looking on Intelliconnect what are the three agreements that follow the protocol.  What 

code sections and regulations does that first agreement concern? section 1503(d) of the 

Internal Revenue Code (Code) and the regulations thereunder, including Treas. Reg. §

1.1503-2(b) and (c)(15)(iv),  



In RIA find the 2001 treaty on income.  Select Art. 1 and compare with the treaty for 

Switzerland.  Is the language the same?  No 

Look at the Joint Committee on Taxation Staff Report.  What is the first new feature of 

the 2001 treaty that the staffer mentions?   Zero-rate dividend provisions 



Tax Treaties 

State Department Organization Chart: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm 

The Office of the Legal Advisor http://www.state.gov/s/l/  

Treaties in Force http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/index.htm.   

United States Treaty Series (UST): 

http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=cle

ar.  

Treaties and Other International Acts Series (TIAS) 

http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tias/index.htm 

Treaties in Force Exercise – United Kingdom 

When did the on income and capital gains enter into force?  

Give the citation.  

Can you find it on the State Department website?  What was the Senate Executive 

Report number?  

The IRS has a list of tax treaties: http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-

Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z.  

Senate  http://thomas.loc.gov/home/treaties/treaties.html.   

RIA Checkpoint  

In RIA find the 2001 UK treaty on income.  Select Art. 1 and compare with the treaty for 

Switzerland.  Is the language the same?   

Intelliconnect  

Find United Kingdom treaty.  What code sections and regulations does that first 

agreement concern?  

BNA  

What is the portfolio in TM that discusses double taxation in the United Kingdom?   

What is the main section dealing with double taxation?  

http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/rls/dos/99494.htm
http://www.state.gov/s/l/
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tif/index.htm
http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=clear
http://www.heinonline.org.ezproxy.bu.edu/HOL/Index?collection=ustreaties&set_as_cursor=clear
http://www.state.gov/s/l/treaty/tias/index.htm
http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z
http://www.irs.gov/Businesses/International-Businesses/United-States-Income-Tax-Treaties---A-to-Z
http://thomas.loc.gov/home/treaties/treaties.html


Class 5 Exercises 

Finding Tax Treaties 

 

1. Use the State Department Office of the Legal Advisor website.  Find Treaties in Force.  

Find the entry for Taxation for the United Kingdom.  When did the treaty on income and 

capital gains enter into force?  Give the citation.  Is there a protocol? From what year?  

Can you find the 2001 treaty on the State Department website?  Find it.  Give the report 

number for the Senate Executive Report. 

2. Use RIA Checkpoint.  Find the 2001 treaty on income and capital gains.  Select Art. 1 and 

compare with the treaty from Switzerland.  Is the language the same? 

3. Use Intelliconnect.  Using the Topical Index open the section for United Kingdom and 

Income Tax Treaty.  Find the section on the income of athletes.  What is the section 

number?  What other types of employment are covered by this section of the treaty? 

4. Use the BNA Tax Management Portfolios.  Find a portfolio on the United Kingdom.  

What is the number?  What is the number of the main section dealing with avoidance of 

double taxation? 

 



M E M O R A N D U M 

TO:  Tax Law Associates 

FROM:  Tax Law Partner 

DATE:  November 20, 2014 

RE: Colbert Super PAC: Americans for a Better Tomorrow, Tomorrow 

 

 

Steven Colbert, President of the Super PAC Americans for a Better Tomorrow, 

Tomorrow, has met recently with our colleague Trevor Potter regarding his 

Super PAC. Steven has contacted us for follow-up information on his meeting 

with Trevor. Your assignment is to draft a 2 page client memo for Steven that 

answers the following questions, with citation to appropriate primary or 

secondary authority (primary or IRS guidance preferred). 

1. What is the difference between a 501(c)(4) and a 527? Can a 501(c)(4) 

entity collaborate with 527 PACs like Colbert PAC?  [HINT: Remember 

what’s happening here – The 527 Super PAC is transferring money to the 

Colbert 501(c)(4) and vice-versa]. 

2. Can a 501(c)(4) entity make political expenditures in election 

campaigns? In what circumstances? 

3. Can a 501(c)(4) entity make *unlimited* political expenditures in 

election campaigns? [Hint: The answer here is a case]. 

4. Are contributions to the 501(c)(4) tax deductible?  

5. What enables a 501(c)(4) to *not* disclose  the identity of its 

contributors? 

6. What is the difference between a 501(c)(4) and a 501(c)(3)? 

7. What authority permits Steven to obtain the funds from his PAC without 

notifying the IRS? Explain. 

Please answer the questions in a manner that will be most clear to your 

client.  So, don't just provide citations - you need to explain this to 

Steven (briefly). [You will need to provide all the citations; you just need 

to amplify them with some discussion]. 

 


