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Megan Austin 
 
Class Activity on Unauthorized Practice of Law (Week 2) 
 
Summary and context: The focus of this Undergraduate Introduction to Legal Research course is 
on finding legal information and developing legal information literacy: it is about understanding 
where the law comes from, where the law is published, how to find it, and how to read it.  The 
course uses scenarios that might arise in an undergraduate student’s everyday life so that 
students engage more actively in class research exercises and discussions.  Each exercise 
presents a scenario, and students go through a process and a series of questions aimed at 
helping them understand the context of the legal information and the resources available to 
them.  The course never focuses on writing legal documents, giving legal advice to other 
people, or advocating for someone else in a court of law.  The following lesson plan addresses 
the unauthorized practice of law.  I lead the students in a research activity (really, our first 
research exercise in the course) to find resources, both secondary (blogs, bar website, articles) 
and primary (i.e., the statutes).  That research exercise will lead to a discussion of different 
scenarios (usually high student engagement) to understand where the lines are for the 
unauthorized practice of law.  The beauty of this lesson is that it involves content and process.  
We are learning legal information literacy by doing research, finding the law, reading 
commentary on the law, and doing some critical thinking about that law as it applies to us.  
 
Readings:  
Secondary sources that we find – law review articles, articles and other resources from the bar 
website.   
Primary materials – statutes and cases. 
 
Learning Outcomes:  

o Students will articulate a research goal and search strategies. 
o Students will work collaboratively to find both primary law and secondary legal 

sources. 
o Students will be able to discuss their research results and analyze the legal 

sources they found.  
o Students will reflect on both the process and substance of the research activity. 

 
Class Activities:  Small group activity with the aim to engage students in starting to research.  
The group activity is followed by a class discussion.  This is followed by a student reflection 
exercise summarizing how they found the Oregon statutes on the unauthorized practice of law, 
what the statutes say, and what they read about the unauthorized practice of law in the 
secondary sources (law review articles, articles from the Oregon Bar website, etc.) I encourage 
students to reflect on their own thoughts and opinions about the unauthorized practice of law, 
and relate them to the statutes and articles they found. I like to use only free, easily accessible, 
online resources for this exercise since undergrads and non-law students are unlikely to have 
access to commercial platforms. 
  



Sample Lesson Plan: Unauthorized Practice of Law 
Legal Research (Law 250) 
Megan Austin 
 
Students usually start by doing a google search, and we talk about what we find, reliability, 
choosing sources:  
 
1.  Statutes: ORS 9.160 
Definitions section? 
 
What sources can you use? Look at the sources that come up when you google…try to find out 
who they are: not necessarily bad or unreliable, but are they government websites? Would a 
government site be better? How do we find one? 
 
2.  What about Oregon bar website? Look at Court orders, advisory opinions, the many faces of 
UPL, FAQs 
 
3.  Oregon legislature  
Statutes and Annotations – cases about forms, interpreting forms, applying legal principles to 
address another person’s individual needs through analysis advice or assistance. 
 
4.  Google scholar case law – after students read a few cases from the annotations, they have 
some more terminology that they can use on google scholar to find more cases.   
 
Group Activity 
After students do some basic research with secondary sources, statutes and cases, we do a 
group activity. Small groups look at the following scenarios (or similar) and discuss whether 
they are the unauthorized practice of law, and why or why not.  This usually is a lively 
discussion and students tend to ask the “what if…” questions, trying to change scenarios slightly 
to figure out where the lines are. I also ask them to come up with a scenario either from their 
imaginations, or perhaps based on something they have experienced before. Then the class 
discusses those.  
 
Scenarios 
 
Someone in one of your classes finds out you are taking a legal research course and says that he 
needs help with a legal problem. You find a legal form that you think is the one he needs to file 
and you fill it out for him. 
 
Your roommate thinks she is being discriminated against at work and you tell her how to locate 
statutes, cases and other resources that might help her.  
 
A friend of yours gets a DUI and you find the statutes and some case law for her.  You read the 
cases and interpret them for her and write up a summary of how the cases apply to her 
situation. 
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A friend asks you about possible forms he would need to file to change custody arrangements 
for his child.  You tell him where he can find forms, and you show him some of the online 
resources.  


