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In-Class Exercise: Case Law Research 

Part 1 – Finding Case Law Using Statutory Annotations and Keyword Search 

 

You are interning at Allen County Prosecutor’s Office. Your supervising attorney is working 

on a felony-murder case. In this case, the defendant and the accomplice attacked the victim to 

steal his personal belongings. A struggle ensued, and the victim killed the accomplice in self-

defense. The defendant ran away and was arrested later.   

The felony-murder rule applies when a person kills another person while committing a 

designated crime (including robbery). Your supervisor wants to know whether the defendant can 

be charged with felony murder when a co-perpetrator, rather than a victim, is killed.  

 

1. You remember from your legal research class that you can find relevant cases by using 

annotated statutes. The Indiana felony-murder statute is codified in Ind. Code §35-42-1-1(2). 

Use Lexis Advance to retrieve the statute. (Type Ind. Code 35-42-1-1 in the search box). 

 

Scroll to the end of the text of the statute. Under Notes to Decisions, there is a listing of 

subject index terms/phrases. Notice that one of them is “-Intent”, which is under “Felony 

Murder: Click the little arrow to the left to jump down to the cases on the topic.  
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Question: Find an Indiana state case where the court held that the intent to commit the 

underlying felony is the only intent required to be proven in a felony-murder case. 

- Brown v. State, 448 N.E.2d 10 (Ind. 1983) 

 

 

2. Now use Westlaw to retrieve Ind. Code § 35-42-1-1. Click “Notes of Decisions” to see case 

annotations. Select (Nature and Elements of Offense) and then (Felony Murder-Persons 

Liable).  

 

 

Question: Take a look at the list to find an Indiana state case where the court held that the 

defendant can be prosecuted under felony-murder when the victim killed an accomplice 

during course of robbery. 

- Jenkins v. State, 726 N.E.2d 268 (Ind. 2000). 
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3. Use keyword search to find an Indiana state case (other than the one you found in Question 

2) where the court held that the defendant was guilty of felony-murder when an accomplice 

was killed by the victim or a law enforcement officer during course of a felony. You may use 

either Westlaw or Lexis Advance.  

 

 Westlaw: Select Cases -> Indiana -> All Indiana State Cases. Then click Advanced 

(next to the search box). The Advanced Search page provides a list of connectors and 

expanders (e.g. “/s” and “!”). Type your keyword in the box next to “All of these terms” 

 

 Lexis Advance: Select Cases. Scroll down and select Indiana under Cases by State. 

Then, select Indiana State Cases, Combined. Click “Advanced Search” (next to the 

search box). The Advanced Search page provides a list of connectors and expanders (e.g. 

“/s” and “!”). Type your keyword in the search box. 

Here are some of the relevant cases: 

- Forney 

- Exum 

- Dalton 

- Palmer 

4.    What search term did you use to answer Question 3? 

“felony murder” /p death /p (co-perpetrator OR accomplice). 
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Part 2 – Finding Case Law Using a Secondary Source 

 Your office is handling another felony-murder case. In this case, the defendant and the 

accomplice entered a house to steal the homeowner’s personal items. However, as soon as they 

were discovered by the homeowner, they started to run away. The homeowner shot and killed the 

accomplice. Your supervisor would like to know whether the defendant can be charged with 

felony-murder 

You remember from your legal research class that a secondary source (1) explains the 

law and (2) provides citations to primary sources (aka primary legal authorities). You also 

remember that a legal encyclopedia provides a brief introduction of various areas of law. So you 

decided to use Indiana Law Encyclopedia1, the legal encyclopedia for Indiana state law. The 

index entry Felony Murder points to 15 Ind. Law Encyc. Homicide § 7. 

 

5.  Use Westlaw to retrieve this section. (Type 15 Ind. Law Encyc. Homicide 7 in the 

search box). Notice that a secondary source cites primary sources in the text or in footnotes.  

Question: Skim through the section to find an Indiana state case where the court held that the 

defendant is NOT guilty of felony murder for the death of a co-perpetrator when none of the 

perpetrators was armed, or engaged in any dangerously violent or threatening conduct before 

homeowner opened fire. 

Sharp v. State, 42 N.E.3d 512 (Ind. 2015) (the first case from the cumulative supp) 

 

                                                           
1 This resource is available on Westlaw and in print (1st floor of the law library) 


