
Federal Legal Research 
Take Home Assignment #2 

Due July 24th at Midnight 

For this assignment, you will be expected to research a particular fact pattern.  Do 

not consult anyone other than your research professor.  Do not copy and paste anything.  

Your answer should be in your own words and in complete sentences.  Proper Bluebook 

citation is expected. 

 Your client is attempting to build a restaurant on a parcel of land in North 

Carolina.  Unfortunately, she has just discovered gray bats, what you think might be an 

endangered species, on the parcel.  Using secondary sources, statutes, regulations and 

cases, you need to determine how the presence of an endangered species, if there is 

one, will impact your client’s ability to build a restaurant on the parcel.  For this 

assignment, please do not include citations to any state law. 

Secondary Sources (10 points) 
Locate four different sections in any relevant secondary source that may help you 

provide an answer to your client.  These sections should provide you with a full picture of 

how the federal government handles this issue and citations to several primary sources.  

Cite each section, describe how you found it, briefly (this means 2 or 3 sentences) 

summarize the section IN YOUR OWN WORDS and discuss why you would use it.  DO 

NOT COPY AND PASTE ANYTHING.  Points will be earned by providing a relevant, 

useful source accompanied by an explanation of the information requested. 

For each secondary source, provide the citation to all of the primary law 

referenced.  Further, provide whether the primary law is mandatory or persuasive 

authority if filing in a federal district court in the fourth circuit. 

Statutes and Regulations (50 points) 
 Find and cite five statutory section(s) that relate to the research issue and are 

mandatory authority in federal district court.  Cite each section, describe how you found 

it, briefly (this means 2 or 3 sentences) summarize the section IN YOUR OWN WORDS 

and discuss why you would use it.  DO NOT COPY AND PASTE ANYTHING.  

Further, provide an explanation of whether EACH statutory section can be cited.  

If there is a signal indicator, indicate what that signal means and why the law can or 

cannot be cited based on the indicator and the information accompanying it. 

 For each statutory section, provide a regulation that either cites it or is an 

editorial addition that would be useful for answering your client’s question.  You should 

provide five unique regulatory sections.  Cite each section, describe how you found it, 



briefly (this means 2 or 3 sentences) summarize the section IN YOUR OWN WORDS 

and discuss why you would use it.  DO NOT COPY AND PASTE ANYTHING.  

Provide an explanation of whether EACH regulation can be cited.  If there is a 

signal indicator, indicate what the signal means and why the law can or cannot be cited 

based on the indicator and the information accompanying it. 

Cases (30 points) 
Find and cite ten cases that relate to the research issue.  Points will be provided 

for each RELEVANT case referenced.  The cases you cite to MUST be mandatory 

authority if filing in North Carolina federal district court.  Provide an explanation of how 

you found the case, what the case covers (You only need to provide 2-3 sentences for 

explanation) and why it is relevant to your client. 

Further, using either Shepards or KeyCite, provide an explanation of whether 

EACH case can be cited.  If there is a signal indicator, indicate what that signal means 

and why the law can or cannot be cited based on the indicator and the information 

accompanying it. 

Finally, provide two topic and key numbers that relate to the research issue.  

Explain why they are relevant for finding what you need. 

Conclusion (10 points) 
Using the authority found within the assignment, provide the answer to two questions. 

1. Whether grays bats are considered an endangered species. 

2. How would the presence of an endangered species impact your client’s ability to 

build a restaurant on her parcel of land? 

Bonus (5 points) Legislative History 
 Find and cite a public law that was helpful for answering the question.  Using the 

public law number, find and cite three legislative history documents.  Explain why each 

document is useful for interpreting the statutes discussed in the Statutes and 

Regulations portion of the assignment. 

 


