
Appendix A 

 

Class Assignment: How Algorithms Differ – Searching for Case Law (work in groups of three) 

Names: 

 

Fact Pattern: You have a client who was hired by a three-person committee for a job in the accounting 

department of a large hospital. Your client is Hispanic. One year after being hired, one of the committee 

members fired your client. Your client maintains that the firing was caused by racial animus on the part of 

the committee member. You have filed a complaint in federal court, in the Southern District of New York. 

The hospital has answered the complaint and filed a motion for summary judgment, claiming the same 

actor defense. The hospital has found case law that says that if the person who hired the plaintiff is the 

same one that fired them, the plaintiff cannot show discrimination. 

 

 

Part I. You are trying to save money, so you use the case law part of Google Scholar to find cases only in 

the Southern District of New York that might help your client rebut the same actor defense. Think of search 

terms from the fact pattern that will isolate what you are looking for (think of the type of defense, the type of 

motion, and the area of law). 

 

We have discussed in class how to limit your search to a specific jurisdictional database in each of the three 

databases you will use for this exercise. 

 

A. What was your search?  

 

 

B. Find a good case for your client in the top ten results and take a look at it. What is your case? How 

many times has it been cited? 

 

 

C.   How can you tell if your case is still good law? 

 
 

Part II:  
 

Use your exact same search in Westlaw and in Lexis Advance that you used in Google Scholar, similarly 

limiting your search to the Southern District of New York. Insert the top ten results from each of these 3 

databases in the chart below. You can each look at one database and fill in the chart.  
 

 
 
 

Google Scholar Westlaw Lexis Advance 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 

 
 

A. How many cases that you found in Google Scholar are relevant to your legal issue? Choose the ones 

that are about your motion, your area of law, and your defense? 

__________________________________________ 

B. How many cases that you found in Westlaw are relevant to your legal issue? Choose the ones that 

are about your motion, your area of law, and your defense? 

_________________________________ 

 

C. How many cases that you found in Lexis Advance are relevant to your legal issue? Choose the ones 

that are about your motion, your area of law, and your defense? 

__________________________________________ 

 

D. How many of the cases are in only one database?  In two?  In all three?   

 


