
Answers and notes in red. 

Straight out of Dockets, Forms, and Sample 
Documents 
 

1. You’re a brand new lawyer in Georgia.  Your friend Shakil wants you to sue Georgia State for 

using his likeness on a brochure without his permission.  Using the Davis and Shulman’s Georgia 

Practice publication on Westlaw, first, find out what must be included in a complaint in Georgia.  

Then, find a sample form to help you in drafting the document.  Provide a brief description of 

the requirements, and a citation to where you found the form. 

I typically change the nature of the suit based on something that has happened in class to one of the 

students during the semester.  This question could be changed to any state based practice/procedure 

book with slight change in wording to the question. 

Ga. Practice & Procedure § 7:5 (2017-2018 ed.) – answer can be summarized directly from the first 

paragraph: “The complaint should be sufficient to serve such notice as to the general nature of the 

claim. The well drafted complaint should embody the journalist's who, what, when, where and why…..” 

For forms, the last paragraph directs students to sections of the Official Code of  Georgia Annotated: 

“Model forms for complaints can be found in O.C.G.A. §§ 9-11-103 to 9-11-118.” 

 

2. Does the form from the question above provide you with any kind of guidance on how to file a 

complaint, or initiate your suit? If not, where do you think you could find this information? 

No, no guidance at all; just “fill-in” forms.  Best answers would probably make reference back to the 

practice guide, or the clerk’s website.  There are others that probably would be acceptable. 

  

3. Find the docketing system of your home county (where you are originally from) and answer the 

following questions. 

 

There are a variety of right answers.  Most effective if you can go over with the class and compare what 

several of the students from different places found. 

 

a. Is there an online docket system? 

 

b. Can anyone search it, or do you need some kind of subscription or account? 

 

c. What kind of searching does the system allow? 

 

d. Will you be able to use the system to find a sample motion for summary judgment?   

 

https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000468&cite=GAST9-11-103&originatingDoc=I7a912112c17b11d9bf3cac74fe09a7dd&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000468&cite=GAST9-11-118&originatingDoc=I7a912112c17b11d9bf3cac74fe09a7dd&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.Category)


e. If yes, find and provide the hyperlink to the document. 

 

 

4. Using Bloomberg law, find the case Gerald Heller v. NBC Universal, Inc. with the docket number 

2:15-cv-09631. 

 

a. Which Judge is presiding over the case? Michael W. Fitzgerald 

b. Who are the plaintiff’s attorney? Brent Finch, Michael Shapiro 

c. Are any of the parties celebrities? Yes, Rappers from the 90’s group NWA 

d. Was this case originally filed in federal court?  If not, how did it get here? 

Removed from Los Angeles County Federal District Court.  I don’t really expect many people to get this, 

but it’s good if they get stumped and have to ask about it.  Teachable moment about removal and 

context in lawsuits. 

e. Find the first amended complaint.  On which causes of action are the complaint based? 

Very briefly summarize why the plaintiff is suing.  

Libel, trade libel, etc.  Mr. Heller was portrayed poorly in the movie Straight Outta Compton (hence the 

name of the exercise) and was suing.   

 

5. You’re now interested to see if the judge in your case has ever ruled on any other copyright 

lawsuits based on a movie or movie company.  Search Bloomberg for one such case.  Provide the 

following.  

Several answers are possible.  This one is tricky, because sometimes the judge is listed as Michael W. 

Fitzgerald, but more often as Michael Walter Fitzgerald.  You can overcome this by giving the name in 

the question or in the instructions by directing students to the 9th Circuit and Federal NOS (Nature of 

Suit) filters.   

a. Docket Number 

b. Parties 

c. Brief summary of the lawsuit (why someone is suing someone else.)  You’ll have to open 

the complaint for this. 

 

 

6. You found out that your opposing counsel for an upcoming case in the Western District of 

Pennsylvania is Ryan Pitman of Goldberg Segalla LLP.  You would like to see some filings from 

another case he has worked on.  Find such a case and provide the docket number.   

I change this name yearly, sometimes to my friends from law school and sometimes to celebratory 

attorneys 

 

 

 


