
 

 

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SCHOOL OF LAW 

Advanced Legal Research (Distance Learning Version): Fall 2017 

Background Research and Current Awareness Assignment 

Name_________________________________ 
 
 

Do NOT put your name anywhere else on this document.   
Make sure that nothing from your assignment appears on this first page.   

Your assignment must be submitted as either a PDF or a Microsoft Word 

Document.   

 

Please read the questions carefully. 

 

This assignment is to be completed and submitted as an individual work product.  You 

are not to work in groups.  You are not to discuss this assignment with anyone other than your 

instructor.  Consult only the instructor with questions about this assignment.  Do not seek advice 

from any other individuals, including from Bloomberg Law, Lexis, or Westlaw representatives or 

help lines (except for log in or other technical difficulties).   

You may use any print or electronic resource available to you. You should focus on the 

resources provided in the class materials.  In some cases you may need to revisit some of the 

class materials.  You should be critically evaluating the resource(s) you are using.   

 

Provide citations to all the resources you use to answer the questions in BLUEBOOK format.  If 
you are providing a citation, it should be in Bluebook format.  If you are unsure of what format to 
use, then use the Bluebook format.  If you ask what kind of citation to use, the answer will be, “A 
Bluebook Citation.”   
 
FOR INTERNET RESOURCES, ALSO INCLUDE A WORKING URL. 
 
All answers should be in your own words, except for brief quotations of important language. Do 
not copy and paste blocks of text from the resources used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Short(er) Answer / Essays 
1. Give the title, call number, and bluebook citation to the “leading” multi-volume treatise 

covering the area of Contracts.  What can you find out about how current it is, how it is 

updated, and how often?  (Perhaps there are two leading treatises (Hint hint…) – in 

which case you should provide answers for both.) If the source(s) is available in Lexis or 

Westlaw provide the location trail. (e.g.  Home > Secondary Sources > Texts & Treatises 

> Evidence Texts & Treatises > Jones on Evidence) 

 

 

2. One Friday afternoon, at around 6:00 PM, you are just getting ready to leave the firm for 

a beach weekend away with friends, when you get this email: 

 

From: Senior Partner 

To: Associate Attorney 

Re: Fourth Circuit Judge 

 

I am giving a speech to the First Amendment Club at the University Of Maryland 

Francis King Carey School Of Law.  Judge Andrew M. Davies (I could be spelling that 

wrong) graduated from that law school and I think he was a founding member of this 

club.  He is a judge in the Federal Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit. I need you to dig 

up some background information for me.  Please answer the three questions below and 

describe exactly how you locate the answers.  I want to be able to replicate your steps 

exactly.   

   

a. How many majority opinions did he write on the appellate court? 

b. How many of his majority opinions on the appellate court have dealt with free 

speech related issues? 

c. How many of these free speech opinions have also dealt with workplace issues?  

 

3. You are a summer associate in a large law firm, and you are currently working with the 

employment law practice group. One day, you walk into your assigned cubicle and see a 

folder sitting on your desk. It is an assignment from the senior partner in the ERISA 

practice group. She has asked you to find the best secondary/background source 

available for the following issue:  

 

Does an employee who has not yet started work have protection under ERISA?  

 

You should provide your choice along with an explanation of why the source you 

provided is the best one available. (Note: it is possible that there are two or more 

sources that are of equal value, so do not be consumed with finding “THE ONE.” 

Instead, you should evaluate the available sources, and you must support your 

assertion. That may involve comparing and contrasting various options, and arguing why 

others are not as beneficial to the researcher as the one you chose.)       


