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Print out a bunch of questions on slips of paper and put them in a hat.  During class, have each student 

draw a slip and answer the question.  You can post the questions ahead of time, or do it cold. 

I use this exercise on the first day of Advanced Legal Research as a fun way to review basic concepts 

from their 1L legal research course before we go on to more complex methods. This exercise can be 

used to review any type of content. 

If the student is completely stumped, they can ask for a hint, or “phone a friend.” If they are still 

stumped, you can ask for volunteers.  If no one knows then you can have a discussion on that topic. 
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1. How do key numbers work? 

2. What does a red indicator on a case mean? 

3. What does a yellow indicator on a statute mean? 

4. What are two ways to use headnotes in legal research? 

5. What is the difference between AUTHORITY and SOURCE? 

6. How can you tell the difference between proposed and final regulations? 

7. Where should you begin when you know nothing about that area of law? 

8. Explain how the “currentness” field in a statute works 

9. How can you use a known case to find a similar case from your jurisdiction? 

10. Why are legal researchers so happy when the find a ALR Annotation on their topic? 

  



Answer Key: 

1. How do key numbers work? Like the dewey decimal system for the law, find a topic and key 

number and use it to locate cases from any jurisdiction. 

2. What does a red indicator on a case mean?  There is some type of negative treatment that may 

or may not affect the issue you are citing it for. 

3. What does a yellow indicator on a statute mean? That there is PENDING legislation, but the 

statute as shown on the screen is still in effect. 

4. What are two ways to use headnotes in legal research?  To navigate to the discussion of that 

issue in the case, or to see other cases that have cited this case on this issue. 

5. What is the difference between AUTHORITY and SOURCE? In the Federal Register and the Code 

of Federal Regulations, Authority is a cite to the enabling act giving the agency the power to 

make the regulation, and Source is the cite to the Federal Register where the final regulation 

first appeared. 

6. How can you tell the difference between proposed and final regulations? In the Federal 

Register, it will say “Proposed Rules” at the top of the page. 

7. Where should you begin when you know nothing about that area of law? A secondary source. 

8. Explain how the “currentness” field in a statute works. It tells you what the last session law 

covered by that code version is. It tells you what additional session laws you need to look at 

for the research to be completely up to date. 

9. How can you use a known case to find a similar case from your jurisdiction? There are several. 

One is to look at the headnotes and find a relevant key number (or TOPIC on LEXIS Advance) 

to search in your jurisdiction. 



10. Why are legal researchers so happy when the find a ALR Annotation on their topic? Because it 

does a bunch of the work for you, it gives  you citations relating to you topic from many 

different jurisdictions  

  



Instructions: 

Cut up these questions (or write your own), fold them up, and put them in a hat. 

During class have each student choose a slip and answer it. 

If they are totally stumped, they can ask for hint or “phone a friend.” 

 

 


