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Basic Legal Research Refresher Sessions 

Session Information 
 

Refresher Topics  

Statutes  

Case Law 

Administrative Law 

Legislative History 

Citations and Library Catalog 

 

Attendance 
These sessions are voluntary and so is attendance.  However, out of curtesy to the professor 

and other students, please make every effort to be here at all sessions on time, since we will 

pack as much as we can into the full hour beginning promptly at 2:30pm with the “quiz”.  If 

you cannot attend, please contact the professor ASAP (preferably 24 hours before the session 

begins).  Practice materials will be available to all students who sign up regardless of 

attendance, but much of the value of these sessions will be held in the one hour we meet in 

the North Wing. 

 

Sessions Overview 
These sessions are completely voluntary (i.e. no course credit), and meant to refresh any 

incoming 2L on the fundamentals of BLR I, and to introduce any incoming 1L to the topics 

covered in BLR I.  The sessions will break down like so: 

 Introduction to topic (5 min): this will be 10 questions, to provide buzzwords for 

recollection and introduction to the framework of the research topic 

 Kahoot Quiz (25-40 min): For each topic, a ten question quiz will be conducted.  After 

each question, the results will be identified, errors addressed, and a broad overview of the 

particular question will be provided.  Print and online materials will be utilized for 

examples, as well as introduction to and refreshing the purpose of the resources. 

 Citations (10-15 minutes): as part of the overview, and as required, citation examples will 

be provided to demonstrate how the research principles and the Bluebook relate. 

 Question time (any remaining time): any lingering questions may be asked here; 

questions are encouraged throughout the session, but time will be allowed at the end. 

 

Session Objective Desired Outcome 

Refresh and maintain the research principles learned 

in the first year Basic Legal Research program 

Students will have better recall of the resources 

and tools needed to conduct basic legal research 

Introduce incoming students to the principles they 

will learn in the Basic Legal Research program  

Incoming students will have a better grasp of 

research and citation fundamentals required in 

the Basic Legal Research curriculum 

Extensive citation examples and explanations using 

the Bluebook 20th edition 

Students will be more comfortable using the 

Bluebook upon entering the academic year 

Offers working students a chance to bring up 

research issues from their real world experience  

All students will experience how to apply 

research strategies to real life legal issues 
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Materials for the Sessions 
1. Required Text: The Bluebook, A Uniform System of Citation 20th edition.  This is 

required in all BLR courses, so you should all have/get a personal copy.  If you do not, 

the library has several on Reserve, but not enough for all. 

2. Recommended Text: Some of you used the BLR Packet published by the law library for 

your BLR I course.  All of you should use it regularly as a reference for these sessions; 

the content is invaluable for concisely describing the research processes for the different 

sessions, as well as providing several examples of legal sources and citations.  Two 

copies of the Packet are on reserve at the law library for those who do not have a personal 

copy. 

3. TWEN (The West Education Network): sign up to the TWEN page for “BLR 

Refresher Sessions”. To sign up, go to TWEN through Westlaw, and click “Add Course” 

and add “BLR Refresher Sessions;” the password to access the TWEN page is 

BLRReview2017.  This will be the primary method of communication, forum 

discussions, exercise access, and anything else related to the sessions. 

a. For INCOMING 1Ls: you will not have access to Westlaw (or Lexis or 

Bloomberg) until your Law School Orientation, so you will not be able to access 

TWEN.  Any materials placed on TWEN will be sent to your email at the same 

time it is uploaded to TWEN. 

4. Kahoot!: this program will be the way in which you will be “quizzed” every week.  You 

may either set up an account or not (to create an account go to 

https://getkahoot.com/?utm_name=controller_app&utm_source=web_app&utm_medium

=link and sign up for free).  The program may be used on mobile devices or lap top 

computers. 

a. For Mobile App: Before the first session please download this app and set up a 

free account.  Before each session you will receive a code to enter the quiz and be 

able to answer the questions using your phone.  We will do a test run before the 

first quiz to make sure everyone is comfortable with the app. 

b. For Mac/PC Users: at the first session go to https://kahoot.it/#/ and wait until 

you are given the code to enter the “quiz.”  

 

While this is not an academic course, you should still (and ALWAYS) observe the NIU 

College of Law standards on Academic Honesty provided below.  If you do not understand 

what conduct constitutes plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, or other academic or 

professional misconduct, please come speak with me for clarification. 

 

Statement on Academic Honesty: 

You are presumed to know and understand all of the Law School’s policies and procedures. 

Specifically, I call your attention to the following passages from the Northern Illinois 

University College of Law Student Handbook, “Academic Regulations and Policies”:  

 

“It is professional misconduct for a member of the law school to (1) engage in conduct 

involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or misrepresentation; or (2) engage in conduct that is 

proscribed by law and that reflects adversely on the member's honesty, trustworthiness, or 

fitness to practice law in other respects.” 
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