
Advanced Legal Research 
Spring 2011 

Final Paper Assignment 

Instructions: 

 Due Date: April 20, 2011 @ 2 pm

 This paper is worth 50% of your grade

 This assignment must be completed individually.  You may NOT speak about this assignment or

the resources that you are using with your classmates.  All questions should be addressed to me.

 Formatting:

o Include your name and the page number on every page

o Use only Times New Roman, 12 pt font.

o Double space your pages

o Your paper should be drafted as a partner memo.

o Use footnotes, not in-text citation.

o All quotations must be indicated as such and cited.

 Citation rules:

o All citations MUST be in Bluebook Format

o All rules of law must be cited.

o Do not cite a source if you have not read it.

o You may cite secondary sources for analysis. For rules of law, cite primary sources.

 Length:

o There is no set length, but I expect the average memo to be 10-15 pages.

 Research

o Research may be conducted in the books, online, or a combination of both.  In fact,

smart, cost-effective research means knowing which format makes the most financial

sense for the research task at hand.  You will be evaluated not only on your research

process, but also on the choices you made as to resources and the formats (print or

online) of those resources through your research journal.  You need to start thinking

about efficiency and money when you conduct legal research.  (Pricing information has

been provided to you under Course Materials on TWEN – this should be one of the

factors described in your research journal when you choose your resources.)

o You must use sources from each of the following categories:

 Caselaw

 Legislation

 Secondary Sources

 Administrative Law



Hypothetical 

Professor Xavier is a newly hired full time law professor at the University of Florida, Levin College of Law.  

He is teaching trial advocacy in the fall and wants to show movie clips in his classroom throughout the 

semester.  He believes that showing clips from movies where trial techniques are done extremely well or 

extremely poorly will have more of an impact on his students than just his verbal description of the 

practices.  In his words, “the students will pay much more attention to Reese Witherspoon as Elle 

Woods than they do to me.” 

The clips he wants to use are from movies that are each between 1.5 and 2 hours in length.  The clips 

themselves would range from 3 to 30 minutes each, with the majority being approximately 10 minutes 

long.  A sampling of the movies that Professor Xavier wishes to use include: Legally Blonde, My Cousin 

Vinny, A Civil Action, To Kill a Mockingbird and Runaway Jury. 

Professor Xavier intends to rip the clips from DVDs contained either in his personal collection or the law 

library’s collection.  The program that he plans to use will break the DVDs’ encryption technology and 

then copy the movie into a format that allows Professor Xavier to edit the video so that he can obtain 

just the clips that he needs for class. 

Prior to proceeding with his plans, Professor Xavier has contacted us to verify that he will not be 

breaking any laws. 

Please determine if Professor Xavier’s actions would violate U.S. copyright laws and provide your expert 

opinion of how the law will apply to Professor Xavier’s actions. 
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Advanced Legal Research 

Fall 2012 

Final Memo 

 

Instructions: 

 Due Date: December 7, 2012 @ 5 pm 

 This paper is worth 50% of your grade 

 This assignment must be completed individually.  You may NOT speak about this assignment or 

the resources that you are using with anyone but your professor.  Please do so via a private 

venue such as email, telephone, or in person.   

 You will lose points if you do not follow the instructions below. 

 Formatting: 

o Include your name and the page number on every page 

o Use only Times New Roman, 12 pt font.   

o Double space your pages with a 1 inch margin all around. 

o Your paper should be drafted as a partner memo to me. 

o Use footnotes, not in-text citation. 

o All quotations must be indicated as such and cited.  

 Quotes that are 50 words or more should be block quoted. 

 Citation rules: 

o All citations MUST be in Bluebook format. 

o All rules of law must be cited. 

o Do not cite a source if you have not read it. 

o You may cite secondary sources for analysis. For rules of law, cite primary sources. 

 Length: 

o I expect the average memo to be 10-15 pages. 

o Do not exceed 15 pages. 

 Research 

o Research may be conducted in the books, online, or a combination of both.  You will be 

evaluated not only on your research process, but also on the choices you make as to 

resources and the formats (print or online) of those resources through your research 

journal.  You need to start thinking about efficiency and cost effectiveness when you 

conduct legal research.  This should be one of the factors described in your research 

journal when you choose your resources. (Pricing information has been provided to you 

in Resources – I do not expect you to track your spending, but you should weigh your 

choices and use the most efficient and cost effective method.  E.g. Before you click on 

ResultsPlus in Westlaw ($75/click), think about whether this will save you money in the 

long run, or if it is just attractive because it is convenient). 

o You MUST use both primary and secondary sources, and cite to both (this is a memo, 

not a court document, so it is OK to cite secondary sources) 

o You are expected to use secondary sources, caselaw, statutes and administrative law. 
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Hypothetical 

Helen Granger lives in Gainesville,FL with her two-year-old daughter, Hailey.  When Helen goes to work, 

Hailey stays with Judy Planket, who babysits 5 other children simultaneously with Hailey in Judy’s home 

in addition to Judy’s own four-year-old son, Georgie.  Judy has a business license to run a daycare facility 

from her home in the name of Angel Babies of Gainesville. 

Judy lost her older daughter to complications with a vaccine six years ago.  Because of this, she has 

always refused to get Georgie vaccinated.  One day, Judy ran across a Facebook ad created by Wendy 

Werkit which offered to sell lollipops that had been coated with the chicken pox virus so that children 

could be exposed to the virus early on.  The lollipops were infected by having a child already infected 

with the virus suck on the lollipop, which was then rewrapped and mailed to the purchaser via the U.S. 

Postal Service.   

Judy purchased the lollipops.  When they arrived, she open the package and placed them on the 

counter.  Two children then started fighting, and Judy went to break it up. Georgie spotted the lollipops 

and took one.  Georgie then shared the lollipop with Hailey while Judy was disciplining the other 

children. 

Hailey had not yet received her chicken pox vaccine, so when she shared the lollipop with Georgie, she 

caught the virus.  Hailey spent a week in the hospital and nearly died from the virus. 

Judy Planket has sought representation from your firm.  Your supervising partner was assigned to the 

case, and she has asked you to determine what consequences Judy may face.  Please prepare a memo 

for your partner. 
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Advanced Legal Research 

Summer 2012 

Final Memo 

 

Instructions: 

 Due Date: July 13, 2012 @ 5 pm 

 This paper is worth 50% of your grade 

 This assignment must be completed individually.  You may NOT speak about this assignment or 

the resources that you are using with anyone but your professor.  Please do so via a private 

format such as email, telephone, or in person.  This should not be discussed on the discussion 

forum or via the chat room. 

 Formatting: 

o Include your name and the page number on every page 

o Use only Times New Roman, 12 pt font.   

o Double space your pages with a 1 inch margin all around. 

o Your paper should be drafted as a partner memo to me. 

o Use footnotes, not in-text citation. 

o All quotations must be indicated as such and cited.  

 Quotes that are longer than 3 lines should be block quoted. 

 Citation rules: 

o All citations MUST be in Bluebook format. 

o All rules of law must be cited. 

o Do not cite a source if you have not read it. 

o You may cite secondary sources for analysis. For rules of law, cite primary sources. 

 Length: 

o There is no set length, but I expect the average memo to be 10-15 pages. 

 Research 

o Research may be conducted in the books, online, or a combination of both.  You will be 

evaluated not only on your research process, but also on the choices you make as to 

resources and the formats (print or online) of those resources through your research 

journal.  You need to start thinking about efficiency and money when you conduct legal 

research.  This should be one of the factors described in your research journal when you 

choose your resources. (Pricing information has been provided to you in Resources – I 

do not expect you to track your spending, but you should weigh your choices and use 

the most efficient and cost effective method.  E.g. Before you click on ResultsPlus in 

Westlaw ($75/click), think about whether this will save you money in the long run, or if 

it is just attractive because it is convenient). 

o You MUST use both primary and secondary sources, and cite to both (this is a memo, 

not a court document, so it is OK to cite secondary sources) 
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Hypothetical 

 

Background:  

In 1988, two-year old Elaine Bourtrand was mauled to death by a pit bull in Gainesville, FL.  The 

city council passed a ban on owning pit bulls a few months later (The text of the ordinance is in 

the resources section of Sakai in a folder called “final memo”). 

Our case: 

George Grady, a Gulf War veteran who is officially disabled due to post traumatic stress 

disorder, owns a 3-year-old pit bull service dog named Fluffy, who is certified by Service Dogs of 

Florida.  Grady moved to Gainesville a few months ago to help his mother, Wanda, who had 

had a stroke.   

After receiving an anonymous tip about Fluffy residing within city limits, an employee of 

Gainesville Animal Control sent Grady a certified letter informing him that they will be 

confiscating Fluffy and placing her in the queue for euthanasia on July 27th due to the pit bull 

ban unless Grady certifies that she has been permanently removed from Gainesville prior to 

that date.  Grady is furious and has come to our firm, Levin & Associates, for help.   

Your job: 

We want to prevent Fluffy from being euthanized or separated from Grady, if possible. I have 

never heard of someone trying to challenge a pit bull or other dangerous breed ban because 

they own a service dog of that breed.  I need you to find out what claims we could bring to 

challenge the ban and if anyone else has been successful in their challenge. 



Sec. 5-7. - Pit bulls prohibited. 

(a)  It shall be unlawful for any person to own, possess, keep, exercise control over, maintain, 
harbor, transport, or sell within the city any pit bull.  

(b)  Definitions. 

(1) An "owner," for purposes of this chapter, is defined as any person who owns, 
possesses, keeps, exercises control over, maintains, harbors, transports or sells an 
animal.  

(2) A "pit bull," for purposes of this chapter, is defined as any dog that is an American Pit 
Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire Terrier, Staffordshire Bull Terrier, or any dog 
displaying the majority of physical traits of any one (1) or more of the above breeds, or 
any dog exhibiting those distinguishing characteristics which substantially conform to 
the standards established by the American Kennel Club or United Kennel Club for any of 
the above breeds. The A.K.C. and U.K.C. standards for the above breeds are on file in the 
office of the clerk and recorder, ex officio clerk of the City of Gainesville, at City Clerk 
Filing No. 89457.  

(3) A "secure temporary enclosure," for purposes of this chapter, is a secure enclosure 
used for purposes of transporting a pit bull and which includes a top and bottom 
permanently attached to the sides except for a "door" for removal of the pit bull. Such 
enclosure must be of such material, and such door closed and secured in such a manner, 
that the pit bull cannot exit the enclosure on its own.  

(c) Exceptions. The prohibition in subsection (a) of this section shall not apply in the following 
enumerated circumstances. Failure by the owner to comply and remain in compliance with all 
of the terms of any applicable exception shall subject the pit bull to immediate impoundment 
and disposal pursuant to subsection (e) of this section, and shall operate to prevent the owner 
from asserting such exception as a defense in any prosecution under subsection (a).  

(1) The owner of a pit bull, who has applied for and received a dog license for such pit 
bull pursuant to A.C.C.O. section 72.23 at the Gainesville Animal Shelter on or before 
the date of publication of the ordinance enacting this section 5-7 [August 7, 1989], who 
has applied for and received a pit bull license in accordance with subsection (d) of this 
section, and who maintains the pit bull at all times in compliance with the pit bull 
license requirements of subsection (d) of this section and all other applicable 
requirements of this chapter, may keep a pit bull within the city.  

(2) The city's municipal animal shelter may temporarily harbor and transport any pit bull 
for purposes of enforcing the provisions of this chapter.  

(3) Any humane society operating an animal shelter which is registered and licensed by 
the city may temporarily hold any pit bull that it has received or otherwise recovered, 
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but only for so long as it takes to contact the city's municipal animal shelter and either 
turn the pit bull over to the municipal animal shelter employees or receive permission to 
destroy or have destroyed the pit bull pursuant to the provisions of subsection (e).  

(4) A person may temporarily transport into and hold in the city a pit bull only for the 
purpose of showing such pit bull in a place of public exhibition, contest or show 
sponsored by a dog club association or similar organization. However, the sponsor of 
the exhibition, contest, or show must receive written permission from the manager, 
must obtain any other permits or licenses required by city ordinance, and must provide 
protective measures adequate to prevent pit bulls from escaping or injuring the public. 
The person who transports and holds a pit bull for showing shall, at all times when the 
pit bull is being transported within the city to and from the place of exhibition, contest, 
or show, keep the pit bull confined in a "secure temporary enclosure" as defined in 
subdivision (b)(3).   

(5)  Except as provided in subdivision (4), above, the owner of a pit bull may temporarily 
transport through the city a pit bull only if such owner has obtained a valid transport 
permit from the manager. Upon request, the manager shall issue such permits only 
upon a showing by the owner that the pit bull is being transported either from a point 
outside the city to a destination outside the city, or from a point outside the city to an 
airport, train station or bus station within the city. In the latter case, such owner must 
provide evidence of an intent to send or take the pit bull outside of the city by 
producing an airline, train or bus ticket, or other equivalent document, showing a 
departure time within six (6) hours of the time of the transport. At all times when the pit 
bull is being transported within the city, it must be kept confined in a "secure temporary 
enclosure" as defined in subdivision (b)(3) of this section. In all cases before issuing a 
transport permit, the manager must find that the transport would not constitute an 
unnecessary or undue danger to the public health, welfare or safety, and shall not issue 
the permit where the manager cannot so find. All transport permits issued shall only be 
valid for the time, date and pit bull specified on the permit, and shall not be construed 
to permit any activity otherwise prohibited.  

(d) The owner of any pit bull which had been licensed pursuant to A.C.C.O. section 72.23  on or 
before the date of publication of the ordinance enacting this section 5-7 (Ordinance No. 404, 
Series of 1989) shall be allowed to keep such pit bull within the city upon compliance with the 
terms of the exception contained in subdivision (c)(1) of this section only if the owner applies 
for and receives an annual pit bull license on or before January 1, 1990. As a condition of 
issuance of a pit bull license, the owner shall at the time of application comply with or 
otherwise provide sufficient evidence that the owner is in compliance with all of the following 
regulations:  

(1) The owner of the pit bull shall provide proof of rabies vaccination and shall pay the 
annual pit bull license fee of fifty dollars ($50.00).  
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(2) The owner of the pit bull shall keep current the license for such pit bull through 
annual renewal. Such license is not transferable and shall be renewable only by the 
holder of the license or by a member of the immediate family of such licensee. A pit bull 
license tag will be issued to the owner at the time of issuance of the license. Such 
license tag shall be attached to the pit bull by means of a collar or harness and shall not 
be attached to any pit bull other than the pit bull for which the license was issued. If the 
pit bull tag is lost or destroyed, a duplicate tag may be issued upon the payment of a 
two-dollar fee.   

(3) The owner must be at least twenty-one (21) years of age as of January 1, 1990.  

(4) The owner shall present to the manager proof that the owner has procured liability 
insurance in the amount of at least one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00), 
covering any damage or injury which may be caused by a pit bull during the twelve-
month period covered by the pit bull license. The policy shall contain a provision 
requiring the insurance company to provide written notice to the manager not less than 
fifteen (15) days prior to any cancellation, termination, or expiration of the policy.   

(5) The owner shall, at the owner's own expense, have the pit bull spayed or neutered 
and shall present to the manager documentary proof from a licensed veterinarian that 
this sterilization has been performed.   

(6) The owner shall bring the pit bull to the Gainesville Animal Shelter where a person 
authorized by the manager shall cause a registration number assigned by the 
department to be tattooed or otherwise marked on the pit bull. The manager shall 
maintain a file containing the registration numbers and names of the pit bulls and the 
names and addresses of the owners. The owner shall notify the manager of any change 
of address.   

(7) At all times when a pit bull is at the property of the owner, the owner shall keep the 
pit bull confined within a “Proper enclosure for a dangerous dog” as defined in A.C.C.O. 
section 72.02.  At all times when a pit bull is away from the property of the owner, the 
owner shall keep the pit bull either securely leashed and muzzled or in a "secure 
temporary enclosure," as that term is defined in subdivision (b)(3) of this section. 

(8) The owner shall not sell or otherwise transfer the pit bull to any person except a 
member of the owner's immediate family who will then become the owner and will be 
subject to all of the provisions of this section. The owner shall notify the manager within 
five (5) days in the event that the pit bull is lost, stolen, dies, or has a litter. In the event 
of a litter, the owner must deliver the puppies to the Gainesville Animal Shelter for 
destruction or permanently remove the puppies from Gainesville and provide sufficient 
evidence of such removal by the time the puppies are weaned, but in no event shall the 
owner be allowed to keep in Gainesville a pit bull puppy born after the date of 
publication of Ordinance No. 404, Series 1989, that is more than eight (8) weeks old. 
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Any pit bull puppies kept contrary to the provisions of this subdivision are subject to 
immediate impoundment and disposal pursuant to subsection (e) of this section.  

(9) The owner shall have posted at each possible entrance to the owner's property 
where the pit bull is kept a conspicuous and clearly legible pit bull sign. Such pit bull sign 
must be at least eight (8) inches by ten (10) inches in rectangular dimensions and shall 
contain only the words "PIT BULL DOG" in lettering not less than two (2) inches in 
height.  

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of Article VIII of this chapter, the manager is authorized to 
immediately impound any pit bull found in the City of Gainesville which does not fall within the 
exceptions listed in subsection (c), above, and the municipal animal shelter may house or 
dispose of such pit bull in such manner as the manager may deem appropriate, except as the 
procedures in subsection (f), below, otherwise require.  

(f) When the manager has impounded any pit bull dog pursuant to this section, and the owner 
of such dog disputes the classification of such dog as a pit bull, the owner of such dog may file a 
written petition with the manager for a hearing concerning such classification no later than 
seven (7) days after impoundment. Such petition shall include the name and address, including 
mailing address, of the petitioner. The manager will then issue a notice of hearing date by 
mailing a copy to the petitioner's address no later than ten (10) days prior to the date of the 
hearing. Where no written request from the owner for a hearing is received by the manager 
within seven (7) days of impoundment, the pit bull shall be destroyed.  

The hearing, if any, will be held before the manager or a hearing officer designated by the 
manager. Any facts which the petitioner wishes to be considered shall be submitted under oath 
or affirmation either in writing or orally at the hearing. The manager or hearing officer shall 
make a final determination whether the dog is a pit bull as defined in subsection (b)(2) of this 
section. Such final determination shall be considered a final order of the manager subject to 
review under Rule 106(a)(4) of the state rules of civil procedure.  

If the dog is found to be a pit bull, it shall be destroyed, unless the owner produces evidence 
deemed sufficient by the manager that the pit bull is to be permanently taken out of Gainesville 
and the owner pays the cost of impoundment. If the dog is found not to be a pit bull, the dog 
shall be released to the owner. The procedures in this subsection (f) shall not apply and the 
owner is not entitled to such a hearing with respect to any dog which was impounded as the 
immediate result of an attack or bite, which shall be dealt with under the procedures specified 
in A.C.C.O. sections 72.18-72.20.  

A.C.C.O refers to the Alachua County Code of Ordinances. 
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Advanced Legal Research 

Fall 2013 

Final Memo & Journal 

 

Instructions: 

 Due Date: Monday, December 16, 2013 @ 5:00 pm – no extensions and no late papers 

accepted 

 This paper is worth 50% of your grade 

 This assignment must be completed individually.  You may NOT speak about this assignment or 

the resources that you are using with anyone but your professor.  Please do so via a private 

venue such as email, telephone, or in person.   

 You will lose points if you do not follow the instructions below. 

 Formatting: 

o Include your name and the page number on every page 

o Use only Times New Roman, 12 pt font.   

o Double space your pages with a 1 inch margin all around. 

o Your paper should be drafted as a partner memo to your professor. 

o Use footnotes, not in-text citation. 

o All quotations must be indicated as such and cited using Bluebook Rule 5.  

 Quotes that are 50 words or more should be block quoted. 

 Citation rules: 

o All citations MUST be in Bluebook format. 

o All rules of law must be cited. 

o Do not cite a source if you have not read it. 

o You may cite secondary sources for analysis. For rules of law, cite primary sources. 

 Length: 

o I expect the average memo to be 10-15 pages. 

o Do not exceed 15 pages. 

 Research 

o Research may be conducted in the books, online, or a combination of both.  You will be 

evaluated not only on your research process, but also on the choices you make as to 

resources and the formats of those resources (print or online, free v. fee, etc.) through 

your research journal.  You need to start thinking about efficiency and cost effectiveness 

when you conduct legal research.  This should be one of the factors described in your 

research journal when you choose your resources. (Pricing information has been 

provided to you in the Resources folder and through the new research services – I do 

not expect you to track your spending, but you should weigh your choices and use the 

most efficient and cost effective method.  E.g. Before you click on ResultsPlus in 

Westlaw ($75/click), think about whether this will save you money in the long run, or if 

it is just attractive because it is convenient. Hint: convenience is not a good reason when 

you have the entirety of UF Law’s resources available to you.). 



o You MUST use both primary and secondary sources, and cite to both (this is a memo, 

not a court document, so it is OK to cite secondary sources) 

o You are expected to use secondary sources, caselaw, statutes and administrative law. 

 Journal 

o Your journal should be a separate document and is not counted towards your page limit. 

o Your journal should include: 

 What sources you selected 

 Why you selected those sources 

 Your actual research process, including search strings (what did you type into 

the search box) 

 How did your research turn out?/Self-reflection on your research process 

 What did you find 

 What went right/wrong 

 What would you do differently 

 Etc. 

o You can use Lexis and Westlaw Research Histories, but this cannot be the entirety of the 

research journal.  You still need to add in explanations and answer all of the questions 

above. 

o Including a list of the resources that you found can be helpful.  If you are missing a key 

resource/piece of law from your memo, I will look at your journal to see if it is there and 

give you at least partial credit for it. If you don’t list it, I will presume that you did not 

find it, and grade accordingly. 

 While I am not expecting a 70 page journal, the more details that you provide, 

the better able I am to track your research and give you credit for things that 

might not have made it into the memo. 

  



Hypothetical 

Your partner calls you into her office and tells you the following: 

Palmer Buckley, an Orlando, FL resident, runs a website called CoolChat.com.  The site has chat rooms 

for various topics and ages, including minors.  Buckley has designed his own chat software, which he 

requires users to download to use the service.  He customizes the chat software’s initial skin for each 

topic & age group.  For instance, the software for the group targeted to girls aged 9 – 12 has pictures of 

unicorns and fairies on it, whereas the adult shoppers group software is designed to look like a shopping 

bag from a high end store. 

The chat software has a feature built in that allows Buckley to access the computer video cameras and 

microphones of his clients without their knowledge or permission.  Buckley uses the feature to spy on 

his clients, often recording images or conversations that he finds interesting, and collect potentially 

embarrassing information about his clients.  He has placed videos, and sometimes even the real-time 

video stream, of some clients on websites that cater to underground activities.  Some of these videos 

feature his clients doing embarrassing things, such as picking their noses, and others are more 

evocative, such as his younger female clients undressing.   Buckley also brags about his “personal stash” 

of video feeds. 

Buckley was invited to a new elite underground website.  He watched the site for a little while, and after 

determining that it was legitimate, he started posting his recordings and feeds to the site.  He even 

traded video feeds from his personal collection with a few other members.  After 3 months of posting to 

this site and others, agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation raided Buckley’s office and home.  

It was found that he had over 200 video feeds that he was monitoring and recording.  The ages of the 

clients in these video feeds ranged from 10 to 83.   

One of Buckley’s favorite clients to watch is Lydie Hustovi, a 12-year-old girl from Shadyside, OH, whom 

he has recorded doing a wide range of activities, from dancing around to Selena Gomez mp3s to 

changing into her nightgown.  Buckley also keeps a list of information about her, such as where she goes 

to school, what time she gets home, what time her parents get home, and other details about her life.  

Lydie’s video stream is in Buckley’s personal collection, and he has only once traded recordings of her – 

to Padma, one of Buckley’s new friends from his elite underground site, who also happens to be an 

undercover FBI agent. 

Buckley was not at his home or office when they were raided by the FBI, so he has not yet been 

arrested.  Buckley called our well-known law firm to see what kinds of charges and consequences he 

may be facing and to ask if we will represent him.  He will bring the documentation that the FBI left at 

his house and office to his initial client meeting scheduled for Dec. 17, 2013. Before that meeting, I need 

you to research this problem and come up with the answers to Buckley’s inquiries.  Your work will be 

internal only, not provided to client or court. Please provide me with a neutral memo and what Buckley 

is realistically facing so that we can 1) determine if we will represent him and 2) have the answers to 

some of the questions ready for his meeting.  
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Advanced Legal Research 

Summer 2014 

Final Memo & Journal 

 

Instructions: 

 Due Date: Friday, July 18th @ 5:00 pm – no extensions and no late papers accepted 

 This paper is worth 50% of your grade 

 This assignment must be completed individually.  You may NOT speak about this assignment or 

the resources that you are using with anyone but your professor.  Please do so via a private 

venue such as email, telephone, or in person.   

 You will lose points if you do not follow the instructions below. 

 Formatting: 

o Include your name and the page number on every page 

o Use only Times New Roman, 12 pt font.   

o Double space your pages with a 1 inch margin all around. 

o Your paper should be drafted as a partner memo to your professor. 

o Use footnotes, not in-text citation. 

o All quotations must be indicated as such and cited using Bluebook Rule 5.  

 Quotes that are 50 words or more should be block quoted. 

o Turn papers in in Microsoft Word or Compatible format.  Do not turn in PDFs. 

o There is no specific memo format that I expect you to use.  I recommend the following 

elements when asked: 

 Intro section: 

 To/From, Date, Re: 

 Issues section (Does not have to be in the form of a question presented) – this 

gives you the opportunity to let your reader know what you will be discussing) 

 BRIEF facts 

 Laws 

 Discussion/Analysis (Note, you can write Issue 1, Rule, Analysis, Conclusion, 

Issues 2… or you can have one section for the laws, one for the analysis and a 

conclusion) 

 Conclusion – if you do each issue separately, it helps to have a concluding 

paragraph or two that ties everything together 

 Headings/Subheadings are recommended – they help your reader focus 

 Citation rules: 

o All citations MUST be in Bluebook format. 

o All rules of law must be cited. 

o Do not cite a source if you have not read it. 

o You may cite secondary sources for analysis. For rules of law, cite primary sources. 

 Length: 

o I expect the average memo to be 10-15 pages. 
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o Do not exceed 15 pages, including footnotes. 

 Research 

o Research may be conducted in the books, online, or a combination of both.  You will be 

evaluated not only on your research process, but also on the choices you make as to 

resources and the formats of those resources (print or online, free v. fee, etc.) through 

your research journal.  You need to start thinking about efficiency and cost effectiveness 

when you conduct legal research.  This should be one of the factors described in your 

research journal when you choose your resources. (Pricing information has been 

provided to you in the Resources folder and through the new research services – I do 

not expect you to track your spending, but you should weigh your choices and use the 

most efficient and cost effective method.  Students who complete all of their research 

using one research system (e.g. WestlawNext) do not tend to be found as cost effective 

as students who use a combination of resources, including free and affordable 

resources. Convenience will not be considered a valid factor.). 

o You MUST use both primary and secondary sources, and cite to both (this is a memo, 

not a court document, so it is OK to cite secondary sources). 

o You are expected to use secondary sources, caselaw, statutes and administrative law. 

 Journal 

o Your journal should be a separate document and is not counted towards your page limit. 

o Your journal should include: 

 What sources you selected 

 Why you selected those sources (include cost-effectiveness decisions) 

 Your actual research process, including search strings (what did you type into 

the search box) 

 How did your research turn out?/Self-reflection on your research process 

 What did you find 

 What went right/wrong 

 What would you do differently 

o You can, but do not have to, use Lexis and Westlaw Research Histories, but this cannot 

be the entirety of the research journal.  You still need to add in explanations and answer 

all of the questions above. 

o Including a list of the resources that you found can be helpful.  If you are missing a key 

resource/piece of law from your memo, I will look at your journal to see if it is there and 

give you at least partial credit for it. If you don’t list it, I will presume that you did not 

find it, and grade accordingly. 

 While I am not expecting a 70 page journal, the more details that you provide, 

the better able I am to track your research and give you credit for things that 

might not have made it into the memo. 
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Hypothetical 

Last year, Bart Vanzetti and his friend Nick Sacco watched the following video about Amazon Prime Air: 

http://youtu.be/98BIu9dpwHU.  The video demonstrates the Amazon drone delivery project, which is 

under development.  Vanzetti and Sacco discussed various applications for the drone that they saw. 

In October 2013, Sacco lost his job at the American Shoe Factory in Miami, Florida.  He was over at 

Vanzetti’s house a few days later wondering how he was going to support his growing family.  Vanzetti 

served him homemade sushi, and the men got into a good natured argument over whether beer, wine, 

or Sake went best with the sushi.  After a few too many drinks, Vanzetti confided in Sacco that he had 

always wanted to open a sushi restaurant.  Sacco, also inebriated, decided that this was a fantastic idea, 

and that the two men should be partners.  Sacco said that the restaurant needed a delivery service, at 

which point Vanzetti said “Wouldn’t it be cool if we could deliver sushi by drone?” 

After sobering up, the men decided to go through with their plan and started to make plans to open the 

restaurant – Anarchy Sushi – with a full bar and an eclectic and adventurous sushi menu. The restaurant 

received all of the necessary permits to function as a restaurant and bar.  On March 26, 2014, two weeks 

before the restaurant opened, Sacco brought a very large box to the restaurant.  When Vanzetti opened 

it, he found a drone inside.  

Anarchy Sushi opened on April 9th. The restaurant provided traditional physical dining facilities and 

delivery within a 5 mile radius of the Miami restaurant.  Delivery was done by drone.  Delivery 

purchasers were able to order from the full menu and select from a partial beverage menu, including 

soda, iced tea, beer, and bottles of wine or sake – limit 4 (no mixed drinks).  Delivery orders were taken 

online only. The only information required about the purchaser on the delivery order webpage is: 

 Name 

 Address 

 Telephone Number 

 Payment (MasterCard, Visa, or cash) 

 If buying alcohol, birthdate 

Business was soon booming. 

On April 29th, the Miami Police Department showed up at Anarchy Sushi.  They arrested Sacco and 

Vanzetti and confiscated the drone and all of the alcohol on the premises. Sacco and Vanzetti were 

accused of selling alcohol to at least five separate minors through their drone delivery service.  Sacco’s 

wife bails them out.  On April 30th, Sacco and Vanzetti receive two letters: one from the Florida Division 

of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco wanting to discuss the violations of their liquor license, and one 

from a federal agency informing them of a $10,000 fine for their drone business. 

Both Sacco and Vanzetti are seeking counsel from our law firm. They want to know 1) what they did 

wrong that got them in trouble, 2) if they are facing more jail time, and 3) what penalties they may face. 

http://youtu.be/98BIu9dpwHU
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Our clients will be visiting us on July 21st. Please complete an initial memo on these issues to update me 

(your partner) so that I can determine how our firm will proceed with their representation.  The memo 

should be neutral, not argumentative, and include information that may both benefit and harm our 

clients.  Depending upon how the State of Florida and the federal agency decide to react, we may need 

to do further in-depth research on how to proceed after our client meeting.   
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