
Database Review – Example of Written Product 

Database: Witkin Summary of California Law 
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1. What is the content of this database? What does it include/exclude? Describe its 

search capabilities.  

Witkin is a summary of California law, divided into 22 specific chapters. It includes, for each topic, 

an introduction and overview of the applicable law, with citations to relevant cases, statutes, and 

sometimes other relevant secondary sources. The TOC is very detailed, offering the ability to drill 

down into a specific, narrow topic. The entries vary in length from a short paragraph to a couple 

pages. Obviously, it only includes California law.  

 

Searching can be done four ways: you can do a keyword search of the full text (in either Westlaw or 

Lexis, both of which have this treatises); you can do a search of just the TOC (easiest to do in 

Lexis); you can search the index (only available on Westlaw); or you can search the tables of cases, 

constitutions, statutes, and rules (only available on Westlaw). You also have the general secondary 

source advanced search functions available to you on both platforms.  

 

2. Does the database have a help or FAQ section? If so, is it helpful? 

There isn’t a help or FAQ specific to this treatise; you would have to go through the overarching 

help each database provides. Both platforms provide some detail about advanced searching. Westlaw 

has Witkin Finding Aids (which is where you would find the index and tables), but there’s no 

explanation of how they work or what they include, which was not helpful. 

 

3. Briefly explain why this database is relevant to this week’s learning objectives and 

materials. Consider why we asked you to review this database/tool/resource.  

Witkin is a secondary source that points users to both additional secondary sources and primary 

sources. It also provides citations to relevant cases. It has a strong reputation in the state of 

California and is considered, by many judges, attorneys, and legal scholars, to be one of the best 

secondary sources in the state. Witkin is a great source to jumpstart your legal research because it 

explains the law in a clear and concise way while also offering cites to other relevant sources in the 

field.  

4. What would be any real-life legal research uses of the database? Are there any 

negatives to this database in terms of real-life use?  

Getting an introduction to a specific doctrinal area of California law (as long as it’s included in this 

treatise – there are many aspects of CA law that are not in here), and getting some good references 

to the leading cases and most relevant statutes in that area of law. You are limited by what’s actually 

covered (and again limited when the discussion is short), but if you need a good introduction (that’s 

more detailed than CalJur, for example), this would be a good place to start.  

 

5. What did you learn about analyzing databases that you could apply to any unfamiliar 

database? 

Look for the finding aids; explore the availability of advanced searches and learn how they work in 

each database; review how the material is automatically sorted by the database; use the table of 

contents when available.   
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