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Reviewer’s Comments:

In this most recent edition, Mark Osbeck updates his tried and true five-step strategy
for legal research. The steps have not changed significantly since the first edition:

1. Plan your research;
2. Consult secondary sources;
3. Conduct your research for primary authorities;
4. Expand and update your case research;
5. Analyze and organize your research results.

The third edition updates include current instruction on electronic resources, more
“Takeaways,” and a rearrangement of material for a better flow. What sets Impeccable
Research apart from other legal research textbooks is that it focuses primarily on
research strategy rather than the “how-to” of legal research. Because of this approach,
it is not the ideal textbook for absolute beginners. It is, however, a great resource for
anyone looking to improve their legal research.

Part I describes in-depth the five-step strategy for “impeccable legal research.” Each
chapter focuses on a single step, including sample research assignments and examples,
and concludes with takeaway summaries. Throughout the book, various legal
terminology is bolded and thoughtfully defined. Some bolded terms are question
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presented, jurisdiction, persuasive and primary authorities, terms-and-connector
searches, and natural language searches.

Being an inefficient researcher, Osbeck explains, wastes time and money. He argues
that if you follow the five-step strategy, even as an experienced researcher, you will be
a more thorough and efficient researcher. Though the five-steps are detailed, they allow
for flexibility. Osbeck acknowledges that “There are more ways than one to go about
legal research.” (p.39) Osbeck explains, for example, the pros and cons of starting with
secondary source and using print or electronic sources, allowing the reader to choose
the methods that make sense to them.

Part II explains in depth sources of law, when and how to access them, and their
purposes. Both free and subscription-based databases are listed for each source of law.

Part III includes the most practical legal research advice. The chapters in this section
focus on useful skills for summer associates (legal interns) and beginning lawyers, but
they are also helpful to anyone conducting legal research. Chapter 9 “Trouble-Shooting
Guide” is particularly useful to anyone who has ever felt stuck and lost while conducting
legal research. Each second is broken down into common complaints like “I’m not
finding any authorities on point.” These troubleshooting steps are practical and useful.
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