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Reviewer’s Comments:
The updated second edition of this book stands out from the other legal research texts
in its step-by-step approach and many useful charts.  Together, these features provide
succinct overviews of often confusing areas of legal research.  Divided into four parts,
each takes a deep dive into an area of legal research, including a summary of key
points as well as review questions.

The United States Legal System, the first section, covers the publication process for
various legal materials, examines the anatomy of published cases, and then focuses on
statutes.  One of the strongest chapters covers binding and non binding authority.   A
chart covering sources of authority clearly explains this vital concept which is often hard
for law students to fully grasp.

Next, the author sets out the initial steps to get started with any legal research project,
beginning with crafting a research plan, then moving on to locating secondary sources.
In addition to an overview of the types of secondary sources, the author provides
practical steps to locate and navigate these sources efficiently.  A model research plan is
included in the book’s appendix.

Common law and statutory research skills are covered separately, each in depth. With
common law research, topics covered include finding cases by topic, using citators for
case finding, and keyword searching in case law databases.  Next, the author covers
how to expand your research within your jurisdiction, and if necessary, into other, non
controlling jurisdictions.  Finally, he covers validating and updating case law.

Moving onto the final section of the book, the focus shifts to statutory research.  The
ten steps covered start with finding relevant statutes, validating, and finally reading the
statutes. Federal administrative regulations, interpretative cases, and legislative history



are also covered. Looking at statutes from other jurisdictions if needed and updating
and validating all relevant statutes wrap up the section.
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