LEGAL RESEARCH 
  Class 5 Assignment
Please bring to class or otherwise have available.

A. What a Riot
An unfortunate incident occurred during the last Baltimore Comic Con, held in Baltimore City, Maryland.  A group of three Star Wars cosplayers accosted several Star Trek fans on the vendor floor.  The Star Wars group taunted the Star Trek crowd, waving their toy light sabers in an aggressive manner.  During this affront, one of the Star Wars trio knocked over a vendor’s table of anime figures with her light saber, breaking several overpriced statuettes.  The police arrested the Star Wars fans, who were charged with common law riot.  Their case will be heard in the Baltimore City Circuit Court.
Was this boorish behavior an actual riot?  Using Westlaw, find Maryland cases, binding on a trial court of that state, that specifically discuss and deal with the common law crime of riot.
1. Using Westlaw Search for Maryland cases that discuss common law riot in some detail.  FYI, this is the type of problem where proximity operators will be more a friend than natural language searching.  Remember, where there is common law, usually a statute is not involved.  List the cases you found below: 

3 Cases “Common law” /2 riot
Schlamp v. State, 390 Md. 724, 891 A.2d 327 (2006); Schlamp v. State, 161 Md. App. 280, 288, 868 A.2d 914, 918 (2005), rev'd, 390 Md. 724, 891 A.2d 327 (2006); Briscoe v. State, 3 Md. App. 462, 240 A.2d 109 (1968); Cohen v. State, 173 Md. 216, 232, 195 A. 532, 539 (1937)










2. Many or not all of the cases you found should have the following headnote keynumber (see below).   Search using this keynumber but only for Maryland.  Did you find any additional cases?
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Dashiell v. State, 214 Md. App. 684, 688, 78 A.3d 916, 918 (2013)
Lynch v. State, 2 Md. App. 546, 554, 236 A.2d 45, 50 (1967)




B. Cat Scratch Fever
A friend’s cat scratched an overly affectionate social visitor.  The injured person contracted a sickness they attribute to the scratch and is suing your friend.  All this action occurred in the state of Connecticut.  When is a cat’s owner liable for the critter lashing out and harming another? 
1. You have a Georgia case that deals with cat owner liability for injuries caused by their cuddly but temperamental pets.   This is Fellers v. Carson, 356 S.E.2d 658 (Ga. Ct. App. 1987).  Again on Westlaw, use the key number in the Georgia case to search for cases in Connecticut (you will have to change the jurisdiction for the key number search).  How many Connecticut cases can you come up with discussing liability for injuries from cats?  You don’t have to read the cases closely but skim them for some key search terms.  Include the citations below.


Allen v. Cox, 285 Conn. 603, 605, 942 A.2d 296, 297 (2008)
cat

Fight! Swat! (bit or bite) attack! aggressive scratch! jump! anger! (aggressive or vicious or mischievous or dangerous /3 propensit! Or tendency! Or behavior!)  [Legalese]

	Negligen! Liab know! foresee! Duty (duty or standard /2 care) 

Pallman v. Great Atl. & Pac. Tea Co., 117 Conn. 667, 167 A. 733, 733 (Conn. 1933)

Basney v. Klema, 2 Conn. Cir. Ct. 538, 539, 203 A.2d 95, 97 (1964), overruled by Vendrella v. Astriab Fam. Ltd. P'ship, 311 Conn. 301, 87 A.3d 546 (2014) (Case mentions animals including cats but mostly deals with dogs)
	Injur!
	Notice
	Bischoff v. Cheney, 89 Conn. 1, 92 A. 660, 660 (Conn. 1914)


Pallman v. Great Atl. & Pac. Tea Co., g, 167 A. 733, 733 (Conn. 1933)
(Negligent! /2 restrain!)












2. Based on your skimming on the court cases you found through the key number above, come up with a search string that you could make for a search of Connecticut court cases.  Try to come up with a reasonably precise search.  Write your search string below and note how many cases your search returned.


Ingram v. Natale, No. KNLCV136018222, 2014 WL 4099325, at *1 (Conn. Super. Ct. July 15, 2014)
	Danger
	strike


Clark v. Jay, No. CV 91-398769, 1993 WL 241572, at *2 (Conn. Super. Ct. June 17, 1993)
Failure to prove dangerous propensity


Bischoff v later cases:  Class of cats, feral, foreseeable that they would cause harm?  Bischoff: The cat is not of a species of domestic animals naturally inclined to mischief, such as, for example, cattle, whose instinct is to rove, and whose practice is to eat and trample growing crops. The cat's disposition is kindly and docile, and by nature it is one of the most tame and harmless of all domestic animals.  
Bischoff is redflagged by this case, Giacalone v. Hous. Auth. of Town of Wallingford, 306 Conn. 399, 407, 51 A.3d 352, 357 (2012), which talks about how common law rule for dogs was modified by statute, imposing strict liability.

Notes not cat case for certain footnote:

Vendrella v. Astriab Fam. Ltd. P'ship, 311 Conn. 301, 332, 87 A.3d 546, 564 (2014)
§ 2–1(c) of the Connecticut Code of Evidence, “[a] judicially noticed fact must be one not subject to reasonable dispute in that it is either (1) within the knowledge of people generally in the ordinary course of human experience, or (2) generally accepted as true and capable of ready and unquestionable demonstration.” If the question of cats' naturally mischievous propensities had come before this court as a matter of first impression today, we might have applied the more flexible approach that we adopt in this opinion and have left that determination to the jury on a case-by-case basis. Indeed, it is far from clear to us that the proposition that cats are “kindly and docile, and by nature ... one of the most tame and harmless of all domestic animals”; Bischoff v. Cheney, supra, at 5, 92 A. 660; is “[a] judicially noticed fact ... not subject to reasonable dispute....” Conn.Code Evid. § 2–1(c). The correctness of this particular ruling in Bischoff, however, is not before the court in the present case.  [Collaring of the cat crowd

More recall, two cases out of 27 deal with cats, others quoting cases, dogs attacking cats and CAT scans.  But issue here is finding everything.  Plus, without knowing more, you could rely on Bischoff and say, see Supreme Court of CT thinks cats are naturally not dangerous.  BUT, full review shows that is no longer the case.

NOTES:
For future reference: Does cat have to be dangerous to humans or just all around dangerous? Restatement and other cases say dangerous to everybody.  
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