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This activity was designed to get students into the stacks, using books to answer questions about foreign law.  More important than just the answers they find is the process by which they get there; utilizing clues, research guides, the library classification system, and print finding tools; to go from guessing a jurisdiction to answering a substantive foreign law question from that country all within 30 minutes.  
It’s a team-based effort, so I divide the class equally based on the number of clues I’ve setup.  Some groups do finish early, and they win the right to go on their way.  Some groups struggle, and I intervene to make sure they aren’t staying more than just a few minutes after class to finish up.  Students respond well to the activity, enjoying the treasure hunt aspect of getting up and running around the library.  I have heard many times too that it’s the first time that they turned to a book for an answer.  
The biggest challenge in executing an activity like this is that one step must lead to another.  You try and create a world in which there can only be one possible answer, but students will always surprise you with how they do things.  Again, I feel free to intervene to get students heading in the right direction as needed.
The benefit to instructors of taking an approach like this is that it’s a high energy activity that has students putting into practice fundamental skills we talk about all the time, but students sometimes resist.  It’s also unlike anything that students do in law school, and they appreciate the change of pace, and the challenge that it offers.
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