
 
 

Legal Services Corporation Funding for Fiscal Year 2015 
 
The Legal Services Corporation (LSC), established by Congress in 1974, is the country’s single largest funder 
of civil legal aid for low-income Americans. With more than 800 offices nationwide, LSC promotes equal 
access to justice by funding high-quality civil legal assistance for thousands of low-income individuals, 
children, families, seniors, and veterans in every congressional district. 
 
LSC is a grant-making organization, distributing nearly 94 percent of its federal appropriation to eligible 
nonprofit organizations that deliver civil legal aid. LSC grantees handle the basic civil legal needs of the poor, 
addressing matters involving safety, subsistence, and family stability. Most legal aid practices are focused on 
helping the most vulnerable Americans, addressing issues such as family law, including domestic violence and 
child support and custody, and housing matters, including evictions and foreclosures.  
 
Providing access to justice is critical not only for millions of Americans, but also to the functioning of the 
courts. The Conference of Chief Justices has reported that the dramatic rise in self-represented litigants hinders 
the effectiveness of the judicial process. Adequate funding for LSC will help to ensure the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the justice system.  
 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) supports a strong Legal Services Corporation and 
urges members of Congress to fully fund the LSC’s FY 2015 budget request of $486 million because: 
 

• Access to justice is essential for a well-functioning democracy. Merely having democratic institutions 
is not enough; people from all socioeconomic background must be able to access and use the courts and 
legal system. Otherwise, justice is only available to the few who can afford it. LSC provides access to 
justice in civil matters to low-income individuals who would otherwise be deprived.   
 

• Civil Legal Aid is a smart investment of taxpayer dollars. A growing body of research on the 
economic impact of providing civil legal services to the poor consistently demonstrates significant 
economic benefits for communities and government alike. These benefits accrue from clients’ reduced 
reliance on other types of governmental aid and their enhanced ability to participate in the economic 
marketplace. 
 

• Current funding levels do not meet the growing demand for legal services. While the size of the 
population eligible for LSC-funded services is at an all-time high, funding is near an all-time low, 
resulting in inefficiency in the courts and leaving the most vulnerable at risk. LSC is currently funded at 
$365 million. If LSC’s funding had kept pace with inflation when compared to its 1995 appropriation of 
$400 million, the agency’s funding today would be more than $600 million. LSC grantees require a 
substantial increase to address the overwhelming needs for services. 
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