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Library of Congress: Funding For Fiscal Year 2015 
 

Founded in 1800 with a collection of law books, the Library of Congress is our nation’s oldest federal cultural 

institution. As the largest library in the world, the Library provides leadership on many critical issues, including 

digitization and preservation, access to legal and scholarly information, and copyright.  

 

Congress established the Law Library of Congress within the Library of Congress in 1832. Today, the Law 

Library of Congress is the largest law library in the world, with an international collection of more than 3 

million volumes spanning the ages and covering nearly every jurisdiction in the world. Integral to a democracy 

is its people understanding and accessing its laws. The Library has demonstrated a commitment to providing 

universal access to authoritative and reliable legal information. Moreover, it provides Congress with the 

services and resources to make informed decisions and is an irreplaceable asset for lawmakers and constituents 

alike.   

 

The Library of Congress FY 2015 budget request of $593.1 million, a 2.3 percent increase over the FY 2014 

level, includes only staff pay and price level increases to maintain current operations. The American 

Association of Law Libraries (AALL) supports a strong Library of Congress and urges members of 

Congress to fully fund the Library’s FY 2015 budget request because: 

 

 The Library is a world leader in providing access to reliable legal materials in print and electronic 

formats. AALL strongly supports the Library’s priority initiatives, including the classification of the 

remaining volumes to Class K Law Classification. Without this classification, these materials are 

inaccessible.  

 

 The Library has undertaken leadership on several important digital initiatives. We commend the 

Library for the launch of Congress.gov, the official source for federal legislative information which is 

supported by content from the Law Library of Congress. We also appreciate the Library’s efforts to 

work with the Office of the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Government Printing Office 

to make more legislative data publicly available. These initiatives lead to a more open and transparent 

government.  

 

 The Library supports the essential policy work of the Copyright Office. The Copyright Office 

provides valuable support to legislative deliberations (e.g. studies on library exceptions, orphan works, 

and mass digitization). These studies are very important to a wide range of stakeholders, including 

AALL, and require sufficient funding. As Congress undertakes a review of copyright law, it is 

particularly important the Copyright Office has support for its priority initiatives. 
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