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U.S. Government Printing Office: Funding for Fiscal Year 2015 
 

The U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) opened its doors more than 150 years ago with the mission to promote 

the democratic process by keeping the American people informed about the workings of their government. GPO’s 

mission stems from Article I of the Constitution, which requires Congress to keep and publish a journal of its 

proceedings. Despite great changes to the way documents are published and distributed during this time, GPO’s 

mission has remained focused on providing access while keeping costs down by using the most efficient 

technologies. Today, GPO produces, authenticates, disseminates, and preserves government information in multiple 

formats from all three branches of government.   

 

The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) strongly supports GPO’s FY 2015 budget request, which 

represents a modest increase over FY 2014 levels so that it can grow its digital systems and continue its 

transformation for the digital age. The increase is primarily attributable to the Congressional Printing and Binding 

account, due to the reduced availability of unspent prior year funds, and for support of GPO’s Federal Digital System 

(FDsys), Composition System Replacement project, and necessary facilities maintenance and repairs. Additionally, 

AALL supports the Government Publishing Office Act of 2014 (S. 1947), which would change the name of the 

agency to better reflect the services that GPO currently provides and will provide in the future. 

 

AALL urges members of Congress to support GPO’s FY 2015 funding request of $128.9 million because: 

 

 GPO’s FDsys is the only source for no-fee, online permanent public access to official, authentic 

information from all three branches of government. Members of the public, small business owners, and 

legal researchers rely on FDsys to find information they need in the Federal Register, the Code of Federal 

Regulations, and a variety of Congressional, Presidential, and agency publications. While many agency 

websites were unavailable during the October 2013 government shutdown, FDsys was available and updated 

with Congressional information. Without access to FDsys, users would have to rely solely on print versions 

or utilize unofficial sources, such as fee-generating websites or privately-owned legal research databases that 

most members of the public cannot afford.  

  

 The Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) disseminates federal government information to 

1,200 depository libraries in all 50 states, D.C. and U.S. territories, which in turn provide free print 

and electronic access to members of the public, small business owners, and researchers. The 200-year-

old FDLP is a successful, cost-saving partnership between government and libraries. Library users can access 

online or print information through otherwise fee-based or restricted government databases on topics such as 

health and safety, urban, regional and rural planning, business/commercial law, and many other subjects. In 

addition, skilled librarians are available to assist the public in navigating complex areas of government 

information. 

 

 GPO promotes an open and transparent government and encourages accountability through 

innovative partnerships. Both FDsys and the FDLP uphold an open government by making it easier for 

members of the public, researchers, business leaders, and attorneys to access the government information 

they need in print and online. Partnerships with agencies and the courts, including the recent partnership with 

the Administrative Office of the United States Courts, and innovative projects such as the Congressional 

Record app, promote democracy by bringing government information to the American people in multiple 

formats. 
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