
 
 

Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act 
 

Public access to federally-funded scientific research accelerates scientific and technological innovation and 
competitiveness in areas such as health, energy, the environment, agriculture, and national security, in turn 
stimulating our economy. Policies that mobilize taxpayer-funded publications and data for reuse maximize the 
impact and accountability of federal research investments. In turn, these policies accelerate scientific 
breakthroughs and innovation, promote entrepreneurship, and enhance economic growth and job creation.  
 
The Fair Access to Science and Technology Research Act (FASTR) (S. 779, H.R. 1477) would require federal 
agencies with annual extramural research budgets of $100 million or more to provide the public with online 
access to research manuscripts stemming from funded research no later than six months after publication in a 
peer-reviewed journal. The Act would substantially broaden access to important research that is now 
unavailable to the public at a time when the demand for wider access— especially to federally-funded 
research— is reaching a critical high.   
 
Building on the National Institutes of Health’s Public Access Policy, FASTR would require eleven additional 
agencies to provide public access to work funded totally or partially by the agency, including the final 
manuscript for any article that has been accepted in a peer-reviewed journal. Manuscripts would be preserved in 
a stable digital repository maintained by that agency or in another suitable repository that permits free public 
access, interoperability, and long-term preservation and agencies are encouraged to coordinate their deposit 
procedures. 
 
In 2013, the Obama Administration issued a directive in 2013 calling for Heads of Executive Offices and 
Agencies that spend more than $100 million in research and development to share their research papers, data 
and findings within 12 months after their publication. While the President’s memorandum has the force and 
effect of law and is in many ways similar to FASTR, legislation enacted by Congress would ensure the 
memorandum would not merely be overturned by the next president. 
 
AALL urges members of the House and Senate to support the Fair Access to Science and Technology 
Research Act (FASTR) (S. 779, H.R. 1477) because: 
 

• Members of the public have a right to access research funded by their taxpayer dollars. FASTR 
would make these articles freely available to American taxpayers online. Access to this information is an 
essential component of our nation's investment in science, and should be widely shared with the public. 
 

• FASTR could increase the rate of new scientific and technological innovations. FASTR reflects the 
growing trend among funding agencies – and college and university campuses – to leverage their 
investment in the conduct of research by maximizing the dissemination of results. By removing barriers 
in the sharing and use of research, we can speed the pace of scientific discovery, and encourage new, 
interdisciplinary approaches to research challenges. 

 
• FASTR will increase access to federally-funded research for all researchers and students. 

Availability of federally funded research in open online archives will enable them to obtain the research 
they need to further fuel discovery and spur innovation. 
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