
 
 

Library of Congress: Funding For Fiscal Year 2016 
 
Founded in 1800 with a collection of law books, the Library of Congress is our nation’s oldest federal cultural 
institution. As the largest library in the world, the Library provides leadership on many critical issues, including 
digitization and preservation, access to legal and scholarly information, and copyright.  
 
Congress established the Law Library of Congress within the Library of Congress in 1832. Today, the Law 
Library of Congress is the largest law library in the world, with an international collection of more than 3 
million volumes spanning the ages and covering nearly every jurisdiction in the world. Integral to a democracy 
is its people understanding and accessing its laws. The Library has demonstrated a commitment to providing 
universal access to authoritative and reliable legal information. Moreover, it provides Congress with the 
services and resources to make informed decisions and is an irreplaceable asset for lawmakers and constituents 
alike.   
 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) urges Congress to support the Library of 
Congress’s FY 2016 budget request of $624.5 million because: 
 

• The Library is a world leader in providing access to reliable legal materials in print and electronic 
formats. AALL strongly supports the Library’s priority initiatives, including the classification of the 
remaining volumes to Class K Law Classification and the hiring of dedicated staff to complete this 
work. Without this classification, these materials are inaccessible.  

 
• The Library has undertaken leadership on several important digital initiatives. We commend the 

Library for the launch of Congress.gov, the official source for federal legislative information, which is 
supported by content from the Law Library of Congress. We also support the Law Library’s efforts to 
add more digital and digitized content to Law.gov. 

 
• The Library must be able to protect its unique collections. We urge Congress to fully fund the 

National Collection Stewardship Program which will allow the Library to expand storage on its Capitol 
Hill campus through the installation of compact shelving and the lease of interim collections storage 
space until construction of the Fort Meade storage modules is complete. 

 
• The Library needs support to move into the digital future. As information is increasingly produced, 

acquired, and preserved electronically, the Library faces monumental challenges in its quest to provide 
access to knowledge. Therefore, we support the Library’s decision to hire a Chief Information Officer 
(CIO) and Deputy CIO. We believe the CIO and Deputy CIO will help the Library update its 
infrastructure and better respond to the growing needs of the institution.  
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