
 
 

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA): Funding For Fiscal Year 2016 
 
Since 1934, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has safeguarded access to public records, 
dating back to the foundational documents of our republic. NARA preserves the records of members of the military 
and government employees, federal court records, and all federal records of continuing and historical value. The 
agency houses ten billion pages of documents, as well as millions of maps, photographs, and architectural drawings 
at 33 public archives across the country.  
 
The Fiscal Year (FY) 2016 NARA budget is a responsible request that supports the agency’s priorities and strategic 
plan. NARA is requesting $389 million overall, a much needed increase of $7.3 million from the FY 2015 enacted 
level. The FY 2016 request for the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) grants 
program is $5 million, which is the same as FY 2015 funding. NARA funds the NHPRC, which is charged with 
promoting the preservation and use of historical records and making them more accessible to the American public.  
 
As government information migrates from print to electronic formats, the agency faces new, critical challenges. 
NARA manages many billions of digital-origin records and must authenticate and store these records securely, 
preserve them, and protect them from digital obsolescence. To accomplish this enormous task, NARA has developed 
the Electronic Records Archives (ERA), which assists agencies by making the transfer of digital records easy, as well 
as preserving, managing and providing access to the records. Law librarians, historians, other professions and the 
public rely on NARA to maintain and provide access to government information, including court records.  
 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL)  urges Congress to support NARA’s FY 2016 budget 
request of $389 million because: 
 
• NARA must prepare for the smooth transfer of Executive power in the FY 2017 presidential transition. 

Additional funds are needed to begin preparations to receive Presidential records. The Presidential and Federal 
Records Act Amendments of 2014 authorized early transfer of permanent electronic records to the Archives. 

 
• NARA supports the President’s records management directive. In the 2011 Memorandum on Managing 

Government Records, President Obama said, “Proper records management is the backbone of open government.” 
NARA seeks to enhance oversight of government-wide electronic records management activities, including 
agencies’ compliance with the Federal Records Act. NARA also houses the Office of Government Information 
Services, often referred to as “the Federal FOIA ombudsman,” which acts as an essential link between agencies 
and the public.  

 
• The United States must be a leader in electronic records management and digital preservation. For nearly 

50 years, NARA has been a leader in curating computer records, from the punch cards and computer tapes of the 
1960s to complex digital formats in the 21st century. NARA must be able to employ and retain first rate scientists 
to meet the challenges of curating increasingly complex technical, scientific and military data. Technological 
prowess in digital asset management, and digital encryption and preservation is crucial to our national security. 

 
• Digital information must be transferred to NARA in a timely manner or risk being lost forever. Digital 

records are in many ways more fragile than paper records. It is essential that NARA have the capacity to organize 
large quantities of electronic data in various and mixed formats, along with associated metadata, and be able to 
preserve the data for as long as necessary, which for some records is forever. With the new ERA infrastructure in 
place, NARA now has the ability to capture and preserve the complex digital files created by the federal 
government, including sound and moving image files, GPS data, satellite images, census data, weather data and 
other computer files. Congress must provide steady funding for NARA electronic recordkeeping or risk losing 
valuable and essential information created at taxpayer expense. 
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