
 
 

The U.S. Government Publishing Office’s Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) 
 

Since 1813, depository libraries have expanded the reach of government information by making it freely 
available to members of the public through their local libraries. Congress established the modern FDLP 
program under the supervision of the Government Publishing Office (GPO) with the passage of the Printing Act 
of 1895. Today, nearly 1,200 depository libraries in all 50 states, D.C. and U.S. territories safeguard the public's 
right to know by collecting, organizing, maintaining, preserving, and assisting users with information from the 
federal government. 
 
The FDLP leverages taxpayer dollars by shifting the considerable costs of these services to its 1,200 partner 
libraries. In return, the libraries receive free publications, training and resources. This partnership between 
government and libraries makes the FDLP one of the smartest and most cost-effective programs of the federal 
government. During the past few years GPO and the FDLP have become even more streamlined and efficient. 
GPO is currently in the process of pursuing a new National Plan for the Future of Access to U.S. Government 
Information that will ensure free public access now and for future generation. 
 
FDLP libraries offer no-fee print and electronic access to government information for members of the public, 
small business owners, researchers, attorneys and self-represented litigants. Beyond mere access, FDLP 
libraries have skilled librarians who can assist the public in navigating this specialized and technical area of 
government information. 
 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) urges Congress to support GPO’s budget request of 
$30.5 million for the Public Information Programs of the Superintendent of Documents, which supports 
the FDLP, because: 
 

• FDLP libraries offer members of the public no-fee access to government information, online and 
in print, at approximately 1,200 geographically diverse libraries. Beyond access to information 
provided by the GPO, depository libraries also offer members of the public free access to specialized 
fee-based databases and indexes that are useful in locating the most relevant and timely information. 
This level of access would likely be lost in the absence of the FDLP program. 

 
• FDLP libraries provide taxpayers with a network of local government information specialists. 

These highly trained librarians help members of the public navigate specialized fields of information 
such as agriculture, business, health and safety, urban and rural planning, law, census and demographic 
research, and many other subjects. 

 
• The transition to a digital collection makes steady funding more necessary than ever before. 

Whether a document is made available electronically or in print, the major expense is incurred in pre-
press production. Moreover, a mostly electronic depository means new costs for the FDLP. In a print 
collection, the responsibility for permanent public access is born by the FDLP libraries. In an electronic 
collection, digital preservation and permanent public access are the responsibility of the government. 
Citizens who use GPO’s many digital databases and services know the information is certified as 
authentic and official. 
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