
 
 

Access to Congressional Research Service Reports 

 
The Congressional Research Service (CRS) is an arm of the Library of Congress that provides members of the 
United States Congress with taxpayer-funded non-partisan research and policy reports on a variety of important 
topics. The CRS analyzes issues by studying all sides of a topic and providing a comprehensive report, including 
the likely impact particular legislation and its alternatives may have if enacted. Currently, these reports are not 
made available to the public in any systematic way. Members of the public can request a particular report from 
their Congressional representatives, but only if they are already aware of the existence of the report. 
 

American taxpayers spend more than $100 million each year to fund the CRS and yet they do not have free 
access to the reports. CRS reports are freely available to members of Congress and congressional staff only. 
Some, but not all, reports are available to the public for a fee from private vendors. Much of the public is not 
aware these reports exist or what individual reports contain. Free access to the CRS reports can provide 
important information for public discourse, which is vital for democracy to thrive and endure. 
 

The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) supports increasing the availability of these reports to the 
public through the Equal Access to Congressional Research Service Reports Act of 2016 (H.R. 4702/S. 
2639).This important bipartisan legislation would ensure that the public has easy access to the unclassified, non- 
confidential, taxpayer-funded reports produced by CRS through GPO’s FDsys/govinfo website. Any information 
deemed confidential by the director of the CRS or by the head of the agency that provided the information to the 
CRS will be exempt from inclusion.  
 
AALL supports the Equal Access to Congressional Research Service Reports Act of 2016 because: 
 

 The public has a strong interest in CRS reports. Many organizations and websites already make 
thousands of reports freely available online, and commercial third-party services offer the reports for a 
fee. The popularity of these sites demonstrates the public’s wish for access to these essential reports. 

 

 The United States taxpayers have paid for CRS reports and have a right to access non-
confidential reports. AALL understands the need to keep some information out of public reach. We 
seek public access only to those “published” reports that are already available to any Member or staff 
person through the CRS intranet. 

 

 Access to CRS supports an open and transparent government. The CRS and its reports play a vital 
role in the legislative process. Members of the public need access to reliable information in order to 
understand the important policy issues before Congress and participate in the democratic process. 
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