
 

 

 

 

Copyright Office Modernization 

More than one hundred years ago, Congress established the Copyright Office as a department within 
the Library of Congress. The placement of the Copyright Office within the Library has allowed the 
United States to build what has become the largest library in the world, known for its rich collection of 
cultural artifacts. The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) appreciates the attention 
Congress has recently given to the Copyright Act and the needs of the Copyright Office. While we 
agree that modernizing the Copyright Office for the 21st century is necessary, we believe moving the 
Copyright Office out of the Library of Congress would be detrimental to both the copyright system and 
the public.   

AALL opposes the Copyright Office for the Digital Economy Act or CODE Act (H.R. 4241), 
which proposes establishing the Copyright Office as an independent agency. We believe the 
CODE Act would weaken the Copyright Office and create barriers for the Library of Congress 
in building a comprehensive national collection. We oppose the CODE Act because: 

 Establishing the Copyright Office as an independent agency would simply replace 
current problems with new ones. Without the support of the Library, the Copyright Office 
would be responsible for funding its own capital investments and required to set up a unique 
and complex technology infrastructure without the benefit of the Library’s resources. In 
addition, during this time of fiscal austerity, it is unlikely that the Office would receive the 
necessary appropriations to sustain itself as an independent agency. 
 

 It would weaken the Library of Congress’s ability to create a comprehensive national 
collection. Through the mandatory deposit requirement, which requires creators to send the 
Library copies of their works, the Library of Congress has amassed a world-class collection 
representing Americans’ creativity. The mandatory deposit requirement has benefited not only 
the Library, but also law libraries and members of the public who can turn to the Library to find 
copyrighted works that might otherwise be unknown and inaccessible.  

 

 Now is not the right time to make drastic changes to the Copyright Office’s structure. 
AALL believes that the new Librarian of Congress will be able to address many of the 
technology and other concerns raised in the recent Government Accountability Office report 
(GAO-15-338) and by the Copyright Office itself. An openness to collaboration and a 
commitment from both the Library and the Copyright Office to work together to address 
deficiencies will lead to a stronger and more responsive Copyright Office. 

AALL agrees that the Copyright Office needs to transform itself for the 21st century. The CODE Act is 
not the answer. 
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