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February 27, 2008 
 
 
Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr. 
Chief Justice 
Supreme Court of the United States 
One First Street N.E. 
Washington, DC 20543  
 
Dear Chief Justice Roberts:  
 
On behalf of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), I would like to thank you and the 
members of the Judicial Conference for establishing a joint pilot project between the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts and the Government Printing Office. The project is providing free public 
access to the PACER system at 16 federal depository libraries across the country. Free access to 
PACER through these libraries will enhance the ability of the public to access electronic court 
records, at a convenient location in their communities.  

AALL is a nonprofit educational organization with over 5000 members nationwide.  Our members 
respond to the legal information needs of a variety of users: legislators, judges, and other public 
officials at all levels of government, corporations and small businesses, law professors and students, 
attorneys, and members of the general public. AALL’s mission is to promote and enhance the value 
of law libraries, to foster law librarianship and to provide leadership and advocacy in the field of 
legal information and information policy.  

AALL has long been a strong champion of the Federal Depository Library Program and the public’s 
right to access federal government information at no cost through local depository libraries. The 
AALL Executive Board endorsed the attached “Resolution on No-fee Public Access to PACER” in 
spring 2006 and we are delighted that the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts and the GPO are 
now working together to make this become a reality.  Accessible and reliable government 
information is vital to our democracy and a key value of AALL and the law library community. We 
are especially pleased that the pilot includes ten law depository libraries, representing academic, 
court and county law libraries.  The law library community is committed to training public users to 
access the PACER system to meet their legal information needs. 
 



  

 

 
 
Although I am writing to you as President of AALL, I am also very pleased, as a federal Circuit 
librarian and former member of the Electronic Public Access Working Group, by this change in 
Judiciary policy. Public access to PACER at the selected 16 federal depository libraries will benefit 
the legal community and the American public, by providing access even to members of the public 
who cannot afford a Pacer account.  On behalf of AALL I thank you and the Judicial Conference 
for approval of the pilot project and for this new collaboration with the Government Printing 
Office.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 

Ann T. Fessenden, President  
American Association of Law Libraries 
 
 
cc:  Hon. John R. Tunheim, Chair 
 Judicial Conference Committee on Court Administration and Case Management 
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http://www.aallnet.org/aallwash/re04012006.html

