
 

 

 
April 26, 2016 
 
The Honorable Roy Blunt 
Chairman 
Committee on Rules & Administration  
United States Senate 
305 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Rules & Administration  
United States Senate 
305 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

 
Dear Chairman Blunt and Ranking Member Schumer: 
 
I am pleased to write to you today on behalf of the American Association of Law 
Libraries (AALL) in support of President Obama’s nominee Carla D. Hayden to serve as 
the 14th Librarian of Congress. Dr. Hayden has the experience and leadership skills 
necessary to effectively guide and modernize the Library for the digital age. 
 
AALL strongly supports the Library of Congress, which was founded in 1800 with a 
collection of law books. Often referred to as our "nation's library," it provides access to 
millions of unique items, including rare books and manuscripts, music, art, and maps. 
The Library also provides leadership on many critical issues, including digitization and 
preservation, access to legal and scholarly information, and copyright law.   
 
Last August, AALL sent a letter to President Obama recommending that his nominee for 
the next Librarian of Congress be a visionary leader with a deep commitment to 
preserving cultural memory and have a transformative vision of a strong, responsive, 
and modern Library of Congress for the 21st century and beyond. We believe that Dr. 
Hayden meets our desired qualifications and will make an exemplary Librarian. 
 
Dr. Hayden has the skills necessary to transform the Library at a time when many have 
suggested that the institution has fallen behind in the digital age. Dr. Hayden’s 23 years 
at the helm of the Enoch Pratt Free Library has positioned her well to lead the nation’s 
library. As the Pratt Library’s Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Hayden has guided the 
Library, one of the oldest free public library systems in the country, in its mission "to 
provide equal access to information and services that empower, enrich, and enhance 
the quality of life for all." She has modernized the Pratt Library’s technology systems, 
led the digitization of special collections, and overseen the renovation of the Central 
Library/State Library Resource Center. In keeping the Pennsylvania Avenue branch of 
the Pratt Library open during the riots that occurred after Freddie Gray’s death in April 
2015, Dr. Hayden provided a safe space for the people of Baltimore to gather during a 
tumultuous period, demonstrating her understanding of the role of libraries as places to 
access information, knowledge, and community.  
 
In her testimony to the Committee, Dr. Hayden expressed interest in meeting the needs 
of the many constituencies the Library serves. She said, “I envision a Library of 



 

Congress that can balance its various roles with agility and openness to continue to 
fulfill its mandates to operate seamlessly in a digital world.”  We believe that Dr. Hayden 
has the skills, passion, and drive to effectively serve the Library’s diverse communities, 
including Congress, scholars, legal information professionals, and content creators, who 
rely on the Library every day. We also believe she will work well with the Library’s 
service units, including the Law Library of Congress and Copyright Office.  
 
Thank you for holding the hearing on Dr. Hayden’s nomination on April 20, 2016. We 
look forward to working with her as the next Librarian of Congress.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Keith Ann Stiverson 
2015-2016 President 
 
  


