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Dear Chairman Graves, Ranking Member Wasserman Schultz, and Members of the 
Subcommittee:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony for the record in support of the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2016 funding requests of the Government Publishing Office (GPO) and the Library of 
Congress (LC). We congratulate Chairman Graves on his selection as chair of the Legislative 
Branch Subcommittee. We also recognize Ranking Member Wasserman Schultz for her many 
years on the Subcommittee and deep knowledge of GPO and LC.  
 
The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), the Association of Academic Health 
Sciences Libraries (AAHSL), the Medical Library Association (MLA), and the Special Libraries 
Association (SLA) represent more than 18,000 librarians and information specialists in the 
United States and around the world. We serve researchers, students, professionals, businesses, 
and members of the public with their information needs. Our members rely on GPO for 
permanent public access to official, authentic government information and on LC for access to 
unique collections and authoritative resources. GPO and LC also provide leadership on many 
critical information policy issues, such as authentication, digitization, and preservation. 
Therefore, advocating for adequate funding for these agencies is a high priority for our 
associations. 
 
Government Publishing Office 
 
Access to government information is the bedrock of a strong democracy. For more than 150 
years, GPO has “kept America informed” by providing access to official, authentic government 
information. Today, GPO provides cost-effective access to government information from all 
three branches in tangible and electronic formats primarily through the 200 year old Federal 
Depository Library Program (FDLP) and FDsys.   
 
We are pleased that Congress recognized GPO’s place in the twenty-first century by approving a 
name change for the agency in the Consolidated and Continuing Appropriations Act of FY 2015, 
P.L. 113-235. The new name, which changed GPO from the Government Printing Office to the 
Government Publishing Office, reflects GPO’s essential role in publishing and providing access 
to print and electronic information in the digital age.  
 
Our associations strongly support GPO’s request of $120 million, essentially a flat funding 
request. We urge the Subcommittee to fully fund each account within the request, including 
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Congressional Publishing, Public Information Programs of the Superintendent of Documents, 
and the Revolving Fund.  
 
Our associations support GPO’s request of $79,736,000 for the Congressional Publishing 
account. Legislative information—the daily and bound Congressional Record, congressional 
bills, full committee hearings, reports, prints and documents, as well as other materials—is 
among the most highly used government material. While our members value the ability to access 
many of these materials electronically through FDsys, they continue to rely on print distribution 
of congressional and other materials to depository libraries. In part, this is because not all 
collections on FDsys are complete; for example, GPO recently conducted a study that revealed 
that thirty percent of distributed hearings are not available in FDsys. In addition, many users, 
including members of the public, law students, and faculty, still prefer to use the print. Therefore, 
it is essential that GPO continue to produce some materials in tangible form. 
 
We also urge you to approve the requested $30,500,000 for the Public Information Programs of 
the Superintendent of Documents, which supports cataloging, indexing, and distribution of 
federal publications to depository libraries. As indicated in the Superintendent of Documents’ 
National Plan for the Future of the FDLP, support for a strong cataloguing and indexing program 
is essential to ensuring continued discovery and access to government information.  
 
For more than 200 years, the FDLP has provided geographically convenient access to 
government information through the FDLP. Today, your constituents receive congressional and 
other important government publications and information products with the assistance of trained 
librarians. The FDLP is undergoing a transformation to an increasingly electronic program. A 
key component of the National Plan is the Federal Information Preservation Network, which we 
believe will ensure continued access to government information, now and for future generations.  
 
Our associations also support GPO’s request of $9,764,000 for the Revolving Fund. Particularly 
important to our associations is funding for the next generation of FDsys. FDsys launched in 
2009 as the source for no-fee access to official, authentic government information and today 
includes more than one million individual titles from all three branches of the government. 
Members of our associations contributed to the development of the first generation of FDsys. For 
example, AALL members suggested the “search by citation” feature, which was implemented by 
GPO. It is very important that GPO has adequate funding to increase FDsys content, improve 
search functionality, and pursue certification as a Trustworthy Digital Repository. 
 
Library of Congress 
 
For 215 years, the Library of Congress has been pursuing its mission to support the Congress in 
fulfilling its constitutional duties and to further the progress of knowledge and creativity for the 
benefit of the American people. LC has the unique role of acquiring, cataloguing, preserving and 
making accessible a vast array of books, recordings, photographs, maps, and manuscripts.   
 
The Law Library of Congress is the world’s largest law library, with a collection of nearly three 
million volumes spanning the ages and covering virtually every jurisdiction in the world. The 
Law Library is a world leader in providing access to reliable legal materials in print and 
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electronic formats. We strongly support the Library’s priority initiatives, including the 
classification of the remaining volumes to Class K Law Classification and the hiring of dedicated 
staff to complete this work. Additional staff will allow the Law Library to complete this 
challenging work in a timely manner and improve the discoverability and accessibility of these 
materials. 
 
We also support the Library’s $4,814,000 million request for its National Collection Stewardship 
Program to protect its collections by expanding storage on its Capitol Hill campus through the 
installation of compact shelving and the lease of interim collections storage space until 
construction of Fort Meade modules, including Module 5, is complete. The Library’s one-of-a-
kind collection must be protected. 
 
As information is increasingly produced, acquired and preserved electronically, the Library faces 
monumental challenges in its quest to provide access to knowledge .Therefore, we support the 
Library’s decision to hire a Chief Information Officer (CIO) and Deputy CIO. We believe the 
CIO and Deputy CIO will help the Library update its infrastructure and better respond to the 
growing needs of the institution.  
 
We commend LC and GPO for working together, along with the National Archives and Records 
Administration, to form the Federal Web Archiving Working Group. Preserving born-digital 
government information and making it accessible will benefit librarians, researchers, historians, 
and all Americans. Without this collaboration, publicly available born digital materials are at risk 
of being lost forever. 

Conclusion  

GPO and LC play a critical role in ensuring permanent public access to government information 
in all formats and preserving our cultural heritage. GPO and LC ensure that the American people 
have continued access to the information that supports a strong democracy.  
 
AALL, MLA, and SLA respectfully urge you to fully fund the appropriations requests of the 
Government Publishing Office and the Library of Congress. If we can provide additional 
information or assistance to the Subcommittee, please contact AALL’s Director of Government 
Relations Emily Feltren at efeltren@aall.org and (202) 942-4233. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Holly M. Riccio  
President  
American Association of Law Libraries 
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The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) was founded in 1906 to promote law 
libraries’ value to the legal and public communities, foster the law librarianship profession, and 
provide leadership in the legal information field. With nearly 5,000 members, AALL represents 
law librarians and related professionals who are affiliated with law firms; law schools; corporate 
legal departments; courts; and local, state, and federal government agencies.  
http://www.aallnet.org  
Contact: Emily Feltren, (202) 942-4233 
 

 
The Association of Academic Health Sciences Libraries (AAHSL) supports academic health 
sciences libraries and directors in advancing the patient care, research, education and community 
service missions of academic health centers through visionary executive leadership and expertise 
in health information, scholarly communication, and knowledge management. AAHSL 
membership is composed of 166 academic health sciences libraries whose medical schools hold 
member or associate member status in the Association of American Medical Colleges. 
http://www.aahsl.org/  
Contact: Paul Schoening, (314) 362-3119  
 

 
The Medical Library Association (MLA) is a nonprofit, educational organization with 3,700 
health sciences information professional and institutional members worldwide. Founded in 1898, 
MLA provides lifelong educational opportunities, supports a knowledgebase of health 
information research, and works with a global network of partners to promote the importance of 
quality information for improved health to the health care community and the public. 
http://www.mlanet.org  
Contact: Mary M. Langman, (312) 419-9094, ext. 27 
 

 
The Special Libraries Association (SLA) is a nonprofit global organization for innovative 
information professionals and their strategic partners. SLA serves about 8,000 members in 75 
countries in the information profession, including corporate, academic, and government 
information specialists. SLA promotes and strengthens its members through learning, advocacy, 
and networking initiatives. 
http://www.sla.org 
Contact: Douglas Newcomb, (703) 647-4923 
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