
 

 

 
August 3, 2015 
 
The President  
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
With the upcoming retirement of Dr. James H. Billington after 28 years of service, you 
have the rare opportunity to nominate a new Librarian of Congress. The American 
Association of Law Libraries (AALL) is pleased to provide our views on the necessary 
qualifications of the next Librarian. 
 
AALL strongly supports the Library of Congress, which was founded in 1800 with a 
collection of law books. Often referred to as our "nation's library," it provides access to 
millions of unique items, including rare books and manuscripts, music, art, and maps. 
The Library also provides leadership on many critical issues, including digitization and 
preservation, access to legal and scholarly information, and copyright law.   
 

The next Librarian of Congress should build on the Library’s recognition as the nation’s 
library and provide even greater leadership on issues affecting libraries in the digital 
age, such as preservation of and permanent public access to born-digital and digitized 
materials. The next Librarian should seek partnerships with other federal agencies such 
as the Government Publishing Office and National Archives and Records 
Administration, as well as with libraries around the country and around the world, to 
ensure equitable no-fee access to information. The Librarian should also support the 
Library’s existing units, including the Copyright Office and Law Library of Congress, by 
working closely with the Register of Copyrights and Law Librarian of Congress. 
 
We believe the next Librarian of Congress should possess the following attributes: 
 

 transformative vision of a strong, responsive, and modern Library of Congress for 

the 21st century and beyond 

 deep commitment to preserving cultural memory 

 sophisticated understanding of technology, including how technology can 

improve Library operations and promote access and preservation 

 commitment to transparency, public participation, and collaboration 

 excellent management and leadership skills 

 appreciation of the diverse and dedicated staff of the Library 

 strong fundraising skills 



 

Many librarians, including law librarians, possess these qualifications. Librarians are 
innovators, technologists, guardians of history, and advocates for access to knowledge. 
As you contemplate your nominee to the next Librarian, we urge you to consider a 
diverse array of visionary leaders, including librarians, who meet the qualifications 
described above. 
 
AALL was founded in 1906 to promote and enhance the value of law libraries to the 
legal and public communities, to foster the profession of law librarianship, and to 
provide leadership in the field of legal information. Today, with nearly 5,000 members, 
the Association represents law librarians and related professionals who are affiliated 
with a wide range of institutions: law firms; law schools; corporate legal departments; 
courts; and local, state, and federal government agencies. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our thoughts on the next Librarian of Congress. We 
would be happy to discuss this further with you or your staff. 
  
Sincerely, 

 
 

Keith Ann Stiverson 
President 
 


