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February 4, 2008  

 

 

The Honorable Brian E. Frosh 

Chair, Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee  

Miller Senate Office Building, 2 East Wing 

11 Bladen Street 

Annapolis, MD 21401-1991 

 

Via FAX: 410-841-3102 

 

 

Dear Chairman Frosh:  

 

I write to you today on behalf of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) in 

opposition to Senate Bill 86.  AALL is a nonprofit educational organization with 5000 members 

nationwide who respond to the legal information needs of legislators, judges, and other public 

officials at all levels of government, corporations and small businesses, law professors and 

students, attorneys and members of the general public. Our members serve the information needs 

of the legal community and the public at more than 1900 academic, firm and state, court and 

county law libraries. AALL’s mission is to promote and enhance the value of law libraries, to 

foster law librarianship and to provide leadership and advocacy in the field of legal information 

and information policy. 

 

AALL is very concerned that Senate Bill 86, by threatening the current funding mechanism for 

many of Maryland’s circuit court law libraries, will have a dire impact on their ability to properly 

serve their users. Currently these libraries receive a portion of their revenues from the fines 

defined in Maryland Annotated Code, Courts and Judicial Procedures Section 7-507.  Senate Bill 

86 would disrupt this important revenue stream.  

 

The physical collections and online services available through these libraries, as well as the 

professional knowledge and expertise of their staff, contribute to making circuit court law  



 

 

 

 

libraries essential partners in the delivery of justice. These libraries serve to meet a diverse range 

of legal research needs from the judiciary, government and corporate attorneys, solo practitioners  

and average citizens. AALL strongly believes that circuit court libraries are essential to ensuring 

equitable access to the law for all citizens of Maryland.  

We urge you to oppose Senate Bill 86 and to support the continued, sustained funding of 

Maryland’s circuit court libraries. AALL looks forward to working with members of the 

legislature to ensure that the public value of these libraries is preserved. Thank you very much. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Ann T. Fessenden 

President 

American Association of Law Libraries 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


