
 

 

 

November 13, 2012 

 

The Honorable John G. Roberts, Jr.  

Chief Justice  

Supreme Court of the United States  

One First Street, N.E.  

Washington, D.C. 20543   

 

Dear Chief Justice Roberts: 

 

On behalf of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), I am writing to thank you and the members of the 

Judicial Conference for approving expansion of the successful program to provide public access to authenticated 

lower Federal court opinions through the Government Printing Office’s FDsys. The United States Courts Opinions 

pilot collection in FDsys currently contains authenticated published opinions from 29 selected courts that users can 

browse, search and download.  

 

AALL is a nonprofit educational organization which seeks to promote and enhance the value of law libraries, foster 

law librarianship and provide leadership and advocacy in the field of legal information and information policy. Our 

5,000 members nationwide respond to the legal information needs of a variety of users, including legislators, judges, 

and other public officials at all levels of government, corporations and small businesses, law professors and students, 

attorneys, and members of the general public.   

 

The Government Printing Office has been a leader and model for providing no-fee access to authentic digital 

government information. FDsys provides access to approximately 680,000 documents online, with more than 13 

million documents downloaded every month. We applaud the approval of the United States Court Opinions project 

as an important step in expanding permanent public access to official, authentic information from all three branches 

of government. Our members look forward to directing their patrons to this reliable and comprehensive database of 

federal court decisions.  

 

Although I am writing to you as President of AALL, as a county law librarian I am also very pleased by this change 

in Judiciary policy. An acute need exists for this information, especially among self-represented litigants who cannot 

afford access to proprietary legal databases. We hope this database will eventually contain all opinions released by 

the courts, both published and unpublished, as such availability will help promote access to justice for all citizens. 

 

On behalf of AALL, I thank you and the Judicial Conference for approval of the project and for this important 

collaboration with the Government Printing Office. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jean M. Wenger, President 

American Association of Law Libraries 

 

cc: 

Hon. Julie A. Robinson, Chair 

Judicial Conference Committee on Court Administration and Case Management 


