
 

 

 

 

February 4, 2013 

 

 

Ms. Davita Vance-Cooks  

Acting Public Printer 

U.S. Government Printing Office 

732 North Capitol Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20401 

 

Dear Acting Public Printer Vance-Cooks: 

 

We are writing to express the appreciation of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) for the leadership of the 

Government Printing Office in providing no-fee permanent public access to federal information resources in tangible and 

electronic formats. AALL represents 5,000 law librarians and other legal information professionals whose work depends 

on official, authentic legal information and who regard GPO as a trusted source of such information from the federal 

government. In an era of tightened federal agency budgets, we are aware that GPO has “done more with less” and taken 

the lead in the creation, dissemination and storage of digital and print information. The recent “Strategic 

Accomplishments for FY2012” illustrate the many ways that GPO is transforming itself to be Official, Digital, and 

Secure. We applaud GPO for developing FDsys into a trusted repository and for working with library stakeholders to 

ensure a robust future for the Federal Depository Library Program. We also commend GPO for promoting an open and 

transparent government by pursuing new partnerships and developing innovative resources.  

 

AALL was founded in 1906 to promote and enhance the value of law libraries to the legal and public communities, to 

foster the profession of law librarianship, and to provide leadership in the field of legal information. Today, the 

Association represents law librarians and related professionals whose work addresses the legal information needs of many 

constituents: legislators, judges, and other public officials at all levels of government; corporations and small businesses; 

law professors and students; attorneys; and members of the public. 

 
AALL has partnered with GPO in many ways. Our Association has consistently provided testimony in support of GPO’s 

funding requests, including the Congressional Printing and Binding and Salaries and Expenses appropriations. Our 

members provided feedback to GPO in the development of FDsys, including offering comments and suggestions in small 

focus groups with the FDsys team, many of which were used to improve the system (including adding the option to find 

documents by citation). We commend GPO for pursuing new partnerships with other Federal agencies to make unique 

and highly valuable information available to the public through FDsys and its improved search capabilities. Our members 

make frequent use of the United States Court Opinions collection that is available through the project with the 

Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts. In addition, we are very pleased with the recent enhancements to the Statutes at 

Large on FDsys that added descriptive metadata for public laws, private laws, concurrent resolutions, and presidential 

proclamations. Our members are especially pleased that GPO is making available the House bills in XML format through 

GPO’s Bulk Data Repository, which allows users to both mash up data and have access to the official, authentic version 

of bills through FDsys. AALL also supports the digitization of historic government documents for no-fee permanent 

public access and encourages GPO to ingest the files into FDsys. We also urge GPO to ingest more content into FDsys, 

such as Congressional hearings. 

 

With FDsys providing valuable no-fee digital access to official, authentic government information, the depository libraries 

in the FDLP are committed to their own role: to provide members of the public with the assistance of trained librarians 

and with access to both tangible and electronic government information in geographically-convenient locations. In 

particular, law libraries and the FDLP have a significant shared history of over 100 years, and AALL has consistently 

supported the mission of the depository program. For law librarians, highlights of FDLP history include the 1972 addition 

by Congress of the highest appellate courts of the states to the program and the 1978 enactment of Public Law 95-261,  

 



 

 

which made academic law libraries eligible for depository status. In these instances, Congress took note of the natural fit 

between the service and research mission of law libraries and the goals of the depository program. Currently over 200 law 

libraries (approximately 150 law school libraries and 50 state, court, county, and government law libraries) are serving as 

federal depository libraries.  

 

Given law librarians’ long-standing commitment to and vital stake in the depository program, AALL members have been 

especially pleased to take part in GPO’s current efforts to forecast and shape its future. Sixty-nine percent of academic 

law library depository coordinators submitted responses to the forecast study survey by the deadline last June. In April 

2012, Darcy Kirk, who was then the AALL President, appointed a special task force to support participation by law 

libraries in the depository program. The Task Force on the FDLP is charged with promoting the program within the law 

library community, encouraging participation in GPO’s forecasting study, identifying common concerns among law 

libraries, raising awareness about the FDLP, and engaging in meaningful discussion about needed changes to the program. 

 

In telephone interviews conducted by Task Force members with a sampling of law library depository coordinators, some 

common themes emerged. Many AALL members emphasized the importance of the FDLP as the public face of the U.S. 

government. All of the interviewees expressed the intention of their libraries to continue participating in the program. The 

authentication of legal resources was mentioned as an example of GPO’s innovation and leadership in response to the 

needs of users of these resources. Comments made it clear that both print and digital legal materials are being used by 

attorneys, students, faculty and members of the public. In addition, AALL has recently been collecting examples from our 

members of occasions when print format legal materials are preferred or required by users; these examples affirm the 

continued need for print format for core legal materials, in addition to digital format.   

 

AALL also commends GPO for promoting an open and transparent government. Both FDsys and the FDLP uphold an 

open government by making it easier for members of the public, researchers, business leaders and attorneys to access the 

government information they need. Partnerships with agencies, including the recent pilot partnership with the Treasury 

Department, and innovative projects such as the Congressional Record app, promote democracy by bringing diverse 

government information to the American people in multiple formats. We recognize GPO with gratitude for continuing to 

focus on the vitally-important mission of “keeping America informed.”  

 

As president of AALL, I will be in Washington, D.C. on April 15 and would welcome an opportunity to meet with you. 

To schedule a meeting, please contact AALL’s Director of Government Relations Emily Feltren at (202) 942-4233 or 

efeltren@aall.org.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jean M. Wenger 

President 

American Association of Law Libraries  

 

 
Sarah G. Holterhoff 

Chair 

AALL FDLP Task Force 
 

 
CC: Mary Alice Baish, Superintendent of Documents 

mailto:efeltren@aall.org

