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A Brief History of the Relationship of Law Libraries and  

the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) with 

the Federal Depository Library Program (FDLP) 
 

Law libraries and the American Association of Law Libraries have a long-standing and vital stake in the 

Federal Depository Library Program. Participation in the FDLP continues to be an important 

commitment for more than 200 law libraries Approximately 150 academic law libraries and nearly 50 

state, court, county, and government law libraries are part of the program. Most of these libraries 

participate by virtue of the special eligibility provisions in Title 44 of the U.S. Code. By these 

designations, Congress has sought to ensure that members of the public have access to law-related 

government information as well as the assistance of librarians who are trained in legal research. Law 

library depositories are committed to providing members of the public with timely and equitable access 

to legal and government information. 

 

The federal government is the source of official, authentic versions of primary legal materials and other 

useful information. The Federal Depository Library Program is one of the most prominent symbols of 

the Federal government’s commitment to keep the public informed. Law libraries and the FDLP have a 

significant shared history of more than 100 years.  Some highlights of that history include: 

 

1895—Congress enacts the Printing Act of 1895 (An Act Providing for the Public Printing and Binding 

and the Distribution of Public Documents, ch. 23, 28 Stat. 601), which establishes the modern FDLP 

under the Government Printing Office. This is also the first piece of legislation to contain a free public 

access clause, stating that "all government publications delivered to designated depositories or other 

libraries shall be for public use without charge” (§ 74, 28 Stat. at 620).  

 

1906—AALL is founded. [For information on a possible connection between the newly-formed 

Association and the Superintendent of Documents at that time, see an interesting article by Georgia 

Chadwick in 28 JURISDOCS (Spring 2006) at 5, 8.] 

http://www.aallnet.org/sis/gd/jurisdocs/jurisdocs2801.pdf] 

 

1962—Congress enacts the Depository Library Act, Pub. L. No. 87-579, 76 Stat 352 (codified at 44 U.S. 

C. §§ 81a--81c, 82-87, 92), which establishes the current structure of the FDLP. At that time, as many as 

a dozen law libraries were already participating in the program and others continued to join during the 

next 10-15 years, by means of Congressional designation or by virtue of their status as a state library or 

land grant college library. [For a list of these libraries, with their designation dates, see Willis & 

Hutchins, 65 Law Libr. J. 190 (1972).] 

 

1972—Congress enacts Pub. L. No. 92-368, § 1(a), 86 Stat. 507, (codified at 44 U.S.C. § 1915), which 

authorizes the highest appellate courts of the states to participate in the depository program. 

 

1978—Congress enacts Pub. L. No. 95-261, § 1, 92 Stat. 199 (codified at 44 U.S.C. § 1916), authorizing 

the Public Printer to designate libraries of accredited law schools as selective depositories. This step 

acknowledged the natural fit between the service and research mission of law libraries and the goals of 

the depository program.  As noted by the Committee on House Administration in H.R. Rep. No. 95-650 

(part of the legislative history of that act) in 1977, “…librarians who are specialists in legal research 

enhance both the use of Government documents and the interpretation of their contents…with 

http://www.aallnet.org/sis/gd/jurisdocs/jurisdocs2801.pdf


Updated May 2013 

 

their…supporting materials and personnel, [law libraries]…make Government documents available to 

the public [and to] the lay researcher…”   

 

1982—Raymond M. Taylor, member of AALL and a certified law librarian, is appointed Superintendent 

of Documents. Taylor had formerly served as librarian of the North Carolina Supreme Court and was 

instrumental in the creation of the Federal Trade Commission guidelines for marketing of law books. 

 

1994—Congress enacts the Government Printing Office Electronic Information Access Enhancement 

Act of 1993, Pub. L. No.103-40, 107 Stat. 112 (codified as amended at 44 U.S.C. §§ 4101-4104 (1994)). 

 

2011-- Mary Alice Baish is appointed by Public Printer William Boarman to be Superintendent of 

Documents (Assistant Public Printer). For 16 years prior to starting this new position, she served AALL 

as a government relations staff member in Washington, D.C., most recently as Director of Government 

Relations. With her strong advocacy on policy issues related to legal and government information, Ms. 

Baish was instrumental in building AALL's successful government relations program.  

 

2012--AALL President Darcy Kirk appoints an AALL Task Force on the Federal Depository Library 

Program, highlighting the Association’s interest in supporting participation by law libraries in the 

program.  

 

2012—AALL hosts a webinar, Law Librarians and the Federal Depository Library Program: Working 

Together for a Successful Future (http://www.aallnet.org/Documents/Government-

Relations/Presentations/2012/FDLP041912.pdf) 

 
Through the years, AALL has been a strong ally of the FDLP through our public policy agenda and 

activities.  Many AALL Annual Meeting programs have focused on aspects of the FDLP in law libraries 

and/or featured GPO leaders and staff as speakers. The importance of the partnership between law 

libraries and the depository program is acknowledged by its prominent place in the AALL Government 

Relations Policy (see Section II D of the policy at http://www.aallnet.org/main-menu/Leadership-

Governance/policies/PublicPolicies/policy-government.html).  
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