
 

 

WRITING AND PRESENTING TESTIMONY IN YOUR STATE 
LEGISLATURE 
Public testimony allows individuals to officially participate in government decisions, while 
helping legislators to gather facts and hear arguments. By submitting written testimony or 
testifying orally, you will have the opportunity to develop your arguments, broaden your base of 
support, and learn about the opposition, while influencing decisions in the public interest.   

Law librarians make great public witnesses because members of the profession are thoughtful 
and articulate experts on legal research and the law. You may be asked to testify as an individual 
or on behalf of your chapter or institution. As per Association policy, only the President, 
Executive Director and the Director of the Government Relations Office (GRO) have the 
authority to speak on behalf of AALL. If you are considering testifying, contact the GRO and use 
the following tips to help you influence decision makers in your state. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

The opportunities for public testimony vary by state, depending on each legislature’s rules. 
Typically, the public may be invited to testify at both informal opinion/information-gathering 
sessions (briefings) and formal hearings held by government agencies and legislative bodies. 
Written testimony is accepted for inclusion in the record of a hearing. Visit your state 
legislature’s website to read the rules for testifying and to view hearing schedules. 

WRITING TESTIMONY 

Title your written testimony with identifying information such as your organization, the bill 
name and number or issue, the committee or governmental body, and a title which indicates 
your position. Then, state your opinion on the issue in a summary paragraph. Explain what the 
legislation or policy would do and why you oppose or support it.  Offer any solutions or 
alternatives.  Depending on the issue, you may wish to include personal stories or stick strictly to 
facts and statistics.  The GRO staff can help you draft testimony or edit your draft. 

PRESENTING ORAL TESTIMONY  

As with written testimony, begin by introducing yourself and your credentials. State whether 
you support or oppose the issue, and give a reason why. Highlight key points in your oral 
testimony in 3-5 minutes. You can submit written testimony to accompany your oral 
presentation. Give the committee staff enough copies for all committee members before the 
hearing so that it can be distributed. Your written testimony can make the points that you did 
not have time to make in your presentation. Consider the possibility of visual aids for effect. 
Make eye contact while speaking and be sure to thank the hearing body. 
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