
 

 

 

 

January 2, 2019 

The Honorable Jill Pryor 
Chair, Access to Justice Committee 
State Bar of Georgia  
104 Marietta St. NW 
Suite 100 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
Sent via email 

Dear Judge Pryor: 

On behalf of the American Association of Law Libraries (AALL), the only national 
association, with over 4,100 members, dedicated to legal information professionals; the 
Atlanta Law Libraries Association (ALLA); and the Southeastern Chapter of the 
American Association of Law Libraries (SEAALL), we request your support to identify a 
strong, stable funding mechanism for Georgia county law libraries. The county law 
libraries are an integral and vital part of the legal community and give citizens access to 
a just legal system and thus require adequate funding. 

Unfortunately, funding for Georgia’s county law libraries has not kept pace with today’s 
demands for trustworthy and timely access to legal information. The funding 
mechanism of “a sum not to exceed $5.00...in each action or case, either civil or 
criminal...”, set in 1982, does not cover the rising costs of maintaining updated print and 
online collections nor does it support the ability of law libraries to meet the expanding 
needs of their patron base.  

Georgia’s county law libraries provide legal information to judges, attorneys, and 
members of the public. Law libraries are especially important in providing access to up-
to-date legal information to a growing number of self-represented litigants. According to 
the Judicial Council of Georgia Administrative Office of the Courts’ 2017 Annual Report, 
there were 800,000 self-represented litigants in Georgia. Without well-supported 
county law libraries, self-represented litigants may not know where to turn to find 
information on complex areas of law. 

County law libraries also serve as a resource for state and federal courts. They provide 
information to self-represented litigants about substantive and procedural law, 



implement live assistance such as Lawyers in the Library programs and library-based 
self-help centers, and use technology to increase accessibility to the courts. For example, 
the National Center for State Courts’ Justice for All Project chose the Dougherty County 
Law Library to represent Georgia among the projects of the seven awardee states. The 
Georgia project is a law library-based legal self-help center that helps users navigate the 
complex court system, obtain legal information and legal forms, and access computers 
for preparing documents and finding out the status of cases. Georgia’s Justice for All 
Project grant is being managed by the Judicial Council of Georgia’s Access to Justice 
Committee. The Homer M. Stark Law Library in Gwinnett County partners with the 
Gwinnett Family Law Clinic to host Legal Aid in the Library every week, during which 
attorneys from Legal Aid provide free, basic legal assistance to patrons on topics such as 
consumer law, education, probate, employment, family, and public benefits.  

Thank you for working in support of adequate funding for Georgia’s county law 
libraries, which are essential to supporting access to the law and access to justice. Please 
let us know if we can be of assistance.    

Sincerely, 

 
Femi Cadmus 
President  
American Association of Law Libraries  
 

 
Patrick Parsons 
President 
Atlanta Law Libraries Association 
 

  
Kristina L. Niedringhaus  
President  
Southeastern Chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries 


