
 

COSPONSOR THE ELECTRONIC COURT RECORDS REFORM ACT 
The Electronic Court Records Reform Act of 2019 (ECRRA), S. 2064, modernizes the federal 
judicial records systems and eliminates the paywall that restricts access to court records. ECRRA 
provides for free public access to federal court information through the Public Access to Court 
Electronic Records (PACER) system, which currently charges 10 cents per page to search for and 
view electronic documents. In 2016, the most recent year data is available, the Administrative 
Office of the U.S. Courts (AOUSC) collected $146 million in PACER fees; some of the fees collected 
were recently ruled in violation of the E-Government Act of 2002.1   

PACER’s fees harm access to justice by limiting self-represented litigants’ ability to view court 
records that would help them prepare their own cases. The fees also prevent law librarians from 
preserving essential legal materials. 

THE ASK: Cosponsor the Electronic Court Records Reform Act, S. 2064. 

KEY POINTS: The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) supports ECRRA because it:  

• Improves access to justice and promotes accessibility by requiring that all documents 
in PACER are searchable and available free of charge upon filing. It also requires audio and 
visual court records be made available. 

• Increases efficiency and accountability by consolidating the Case Management/ 
Electronic Case Files system, ensuring uniform access for all litigants and requiring 
implementation of new technologies to enhance security, affordability, and performance. 

• Promotes transparency by increasing access to legal information through modernized 
electronic systems. ECRRA also directs the AOUSC to protect private information, requiring 
redaction of any information prohibited from public disclosure. 

CONTACT: Emily Feltren, Director of Government Relations, efeltren@aall.org, 312.205.8010 

AALL is the only national association representing over 4,000 law librarians and legal 
information professionals. Founded in 1906 on the premise that people need timely access to 
relevant legal information to make sound legal arguments and wise legal decisions, AALL 
members are problem solvers of the highest order. The association is headquartered in Chicago 
with a Government Relations Office in Washington, DC. Learn more at www.aallnet.org. 

 
1 In March 2018, Judge Ellen Segal Huvelle of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia declared some 
PACER fees in violation of the E-Government Act of 2002, which states that the Judiciary “may, only to the 
extent necessary, prescribe reasonable fees… to reimburse expenses incurred” in providing access to electronic 
court records. The case, National Veterans Legal Services Program et al v. United States of America, is now on 
appeal to the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit. 

mailto:efeltren@aall.org

	THE ASK: Cosponsor the Electronic Court Records Reform Act, S. 2064.
	KEY POINTS: The American Association of Law Libraries (AALL) supports ECRRA because it:
	AALL is the only national association representing over 4,000 law librarians and legal information professionals. Founded in 1906 on the premise that people need timely access to relevant legal information to make sound legal arguments and wise legal ...

