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Memorial: Daniel Lawrence Wade (1944–2020)

The Worlds of Dan Wade*

¶1 Daniel L. Wade had little to do with the managerial and technological concerns 
that dominate law librarianship today. Yet he was a towering figure in our profession. 
His exhaustive knowledge, talents, and passions made him uniquely qualified for his 
position as Curator for Foreign and International Law at the Yale Law Library. His 
reach, however, extended far beyond any law school campus.

¶2 One example of this influence was his founding of an AALL special interest sec-
tion and his centrality in launching a second SIS. Mark Podvia recorded that “[t]he May 
1989 issue of AALL Newsletter included the following announcement: ‘A new SIS for 
Legal History and Rare Books is currently being formed.’ . . . Those interested in the 
new SIS were directed to contact Dan Wade at Yale Law Library. [Wade] later recalled 
that while the idea to start the SIS was his, the late Morris Cohen [Yale Law Library 
director] ‘. . . was the real mover and shaker.’”1 Dan’s impulse to share the credit dem-
onstrates how little concerned he was with recognition. His focus was on helping oth-
ers, in ways large and small.

¶3 Dan was also crucial in launching the Foreign Comparative and International 
Law (FCIL) SIS, founded by Claire Germain of the Cornell Law Library. Dan edited the 
first FCIL newsletter in 1987, in which he mentioned that he had produced the first 
membership directory of the group. A search in HeinOnline for “Wade” retrieves 75 
mentions of his name in the newsletter over the years. In addition to his work as editor, 
he served the FCIL-SIS as secretary-treasurer, vice chair, and chair. When FCIL insti-
tuted its major award in 2006, it named it the Daniel L. Wade Outstanding Service 
Award, and the first recipient was . . . Dan Wade.

¶4 It is thus not hyperbolic to regard Dan as the preeminent foreign/international 
law librarian of all time. He mentored generations of young FCIL librarians. At Yale, his 
foreign/international law “disciples” included Mark Engsberg, Ryan Harrington, Evelyn 
Ma, Teresa Miguel-Stearns, Lucie Olejnikova, Ken Rudolf, and Tracy Thompson. He 
helped and influenced many more librarians outside of Yale. One anecdote in particu-

 * © Fred R. Shapiro, 2021.
 1. Mark W. Podvia, The Legal History and Rare Books Special Interest Section: Celebrating Twenty-
Five Years of Excellence, 7 Unbound 31, 31 (2014).
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lar shows how much his mentorship meant to people. Some years ago, when Dan had 
a health scare, he announced at a meeting of foreign/international librarians that he 
would have to retire.  Many of the people in the room wept.  (Fortunately, the scare 
turned out to be temporary, and Dan worked into his mid-70s.)

¶5 In his Yale work, Dan focused on collection development. He believed that a 
large research library should collect not only for the immediate needs of its primary 
patrons but also for the national community and for future patrons. Because foreign 
law is more difficult to acquire than domestic materials, it is essential that the larger law 
libraries collaborate to ensure that materials from throughout the world have at least 
one copy in the United States. At a time when understanding of the laws, politics, eco-
nomics, and culture of other countries is actually a matter of national security, collect-
ing foreign legal information is one of the most significant roles law libraries play. To 
further the goal of foreign collecting, Dan instigated (together with Kent McKeever of 
Columbia and Blanka Kudej of NYU) yet another very important organization, the 
Northeast Foreign Law Librarians’ Cooperative Group.  In an era of budget cuts and 
retrenchment in the library profession, Dan’s grand vision for and pursuit of an exhaus-
tive collection of foreign legal information is needed now more than ever.

¶6 Dan started at Yale in 1987, three weeks before I did. Morris Cohen, our director 
at that time, was amazed by Dan’s enthusiasm even before Dan arrived in New 
Haven.  He had previously worked at the Vanderbilt and University of Houston law 
libraries.  Before that, he was a “professional student.”  In addition to law and library 
degrees, he had a B.A. in history, an M.A. in medieval Islamic history, an M.Div., and 
an M.A. in history of religions (the last of these from the University of Chicago). The 
number of languages he had studied was even larger than the number of his 
degrees. Dan’s broad interests were legendary at our library. One of the highlights of my 
career was being present when Dan asked an intern who was giving a talk about women 
law printers what her thoughts were about medieval theories of murdering cats (both 
Dan and I were cat owners, so I mention this not out of any anti-feline animus).

¶7 Law librarianship is about much more than management and technology. It also 
has a rich intellectual tradition, and academic law libraries are vital to the scholarship, 
research, and teaching of their schools. A large dynamic law library such as Yale’s sup-
ports scholarship, research, and teaching beyond its own institution, reaching national 
and even global constituencies. When we honor Dan Wade, we honor the intellectual 
component of law librarianship.  When we honor him, we also honor the causes of 
peace, racial justice and equality, climate justice, and immigrant rights, to which he was 
tirelessly devoted. His wife, Carol Wade, discusses these passions of Dan’s, as well as his 
religious commitments, elsewhere in this tribute.—Fred R. Shapiro2

 2. Associate Director for Collections and Access, Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, 
New Haven, Connecticut.



81MEMORIAL: DANIEL LAWRENCE WADE (1944–2020)Vol. 113:1  [2021-5]

Remembering Dan Wade*

“Love is patient, love is kind. . . . It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres.” (1 Corinthians 13:4, 7)

¶8 When Daniel L. Wade joined the Lillian Goldman Law Library in 1987, he was 
already an experienced and respected law librarian, having worked with Igor Kavass at 
Vanderbilt Law Library and participated in building a Mexican law collection at the 
University of Houston. Dan’s passion for foreign and international law was ignited even 
earlier by Professor M. Cherif Bassiouni at DePaul University Law School, with whom 
Dan studied international law. At Yale, Dan served as Foreign and International Law 
Librarian and Associate Librarian for Foreign and International Law before, in 2010, 
assuming the position of Curator of Foreign and International Law Collection at the 
Lillian Goldman Law Library.3

¶9 Dan had deep knowledge of and appreciation for law and librarianship. He had 
many strengths, which aided him in his distinguished role as the curator of our foreign 
and international law collection. His language skills were broad, and his knowledge of 
many topics was both esoteric and deep. He also brought a deep love for and curiosity 
in humanity. All of Dan’s strengths can be seen in the collection of legal materials and 
in his mission to mentor fellow librarians. It is Dan’s humanity that most shaped the 
Yale Law Library.

¶10 Dan’s skill with languages was remarkable and, sometimes, the butt of a jibe 
about the need for Homeric Greek modern law. But of course, the joke was on us as Dan 
was right: the Iliad and Odyssey may be relevant legal texts.4 Dan studied 15 languages 
in the classroom: “classical Latin, French, German, Turkish, Arabic, Modern Hebrew, 
Hellenistic Greek, Biblical Hebrew, Medieval Latin, Middle Egyptian, Aramaic, Sanskrit, 
Homeric Greek, Spanish, and Italian.”5 He used French, German, Spanish, Italian, and 
Portuguese in his daily work. Aside from his law and library degrees, Dan studied many 
other subjects including history, medieval Islamic history, and history of religions; in 

 * © Lucie Olejnikova, John Nann, Cate Kellett, and Evelyn Ma, 2021.
 3. Introducing . . . Daniel Wade as the September FCIL Librarian of the Month, DipLawMatic 
Dialogues Blog (Aug. 29, 2014), https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/08/29/introducingdaniel-wade-as 
-the-september-fcil-librarian-of-the-month/ [https://perma.cc/D95L-QCCW] [hereinafter Introducing . . . 
Daniel Wade]; AALL, FCIL-SIS, Oral Histories of FCIL-SIS Members, Oral History: Dan Wade, https://www 
.aallnet.org/fcilsis/about-us/history/oral-histories/dan-wade/ [https://perma.cc/NY3R-FFHG].
 4. “Arbitration has been a method of resolving disputes since ancient times. For example, historical 
records from ancient Greece attest to the fact that arbitration was employed in the ancient Greek world to 
resolve disputes. . . . In addition, in Book 18 of the Iliad, Homer states αμφω δ ιεσθην επι ιστορι πειραρ 
ελεσθαι,” which has been interpreted to refer to an instance when two disputants agreed to have their 
dispute resolved in arbitration. An ιστωρ was a ‘referee’ or ‘daysman,’ in other words, a neutral party that 
the parties would consent to have resolve their dispute.” Admin. Dist. Council 1 of Ill. of Int’l Union of 
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers, AFL-CIO v. Masonry Co., 941 F. Supp. 2d 912, 915 n.1 (N.D. Ill. 2012).
 5. Introducing . . . Daniel Wade, supra note 3.

https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/08/29/introducingdaniel-wade-as-the-september-fcil-librarian-of-the-month/
https://fcilsis.wordpress.com/2014/08/29/introducingdaniel-wade-as-the-september-fcil-librarian-of-the-month/
https://www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/about-us/history/oral-histories/dan-wade/
https://www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/about-us/history/oral-histories/dan-wade/
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addition, he held an M.Div.6 His knowledge was vast but never satisfied. He enjoyed 
learning and never missed an opportunity to attend a talk, an event, or a conference. 
All of Dan’s learning continued to influence his collection development practices. Dan’s 
anticipation of patrons’ needs is legendary. It was not uncommon for us to receive a hot 
new request from a faculty member or a student, only to find that Dan had already 
selected it. 

¶11 For all of Dan’s learning, it was Dan’s commitment to his faith that most 
informed his worldview and his actions. The great strength that Dan drew from the 
church and applied in the law library was the power of community. Throughout his 
career, Dan built communities: all of the users of the libraries that he curated, the many 
patrons whom he helped, the many librarians he taught, the many librarians he men-
tored, the many librarians that the organizations he founded have supported and men-
tored, the scholars who will use the collections that he built or that were built by 
librarians influenced by Dan. The community surrounds everything that Dan did.

¶12 Dan was committed to building a collection of legal materials useful to real 
people today and in the future. Dan was not an elitist. He wanted all libraries to collect 
with their communities in mind, no matter their budgets. His great mission was to 
spread his vision of the purpose of building a collection. Dan took on a leadership role 
in confronting the problems associated with collecting foreign, comparative, and inter-
national legal materials in times of uncertain funding, changing users’ needs, uncertain 
publishers, changing technology, issues of preservation, and often unpredictable politi-
cal issues.

¶13 In Dan’s view, a foreign and international law collection can do many things. 
Among them are preserving history for future generations and acting as a catalyst for 
peace and social justice movements. Dan was committed to activism for peace and 
justice and considered librarianship to be an activist profession. Collecting, saving, and 
making central to the collection materials about issues of social justice, human rights, 
equal rights, race, women’s rights, and indigenous peoples’ rights can help promote a 
worthy cause and move it forward. Moreover, the collection reflects his interest in law-
adjacent subjects, including law and literature and law and film.

¶14 Dan’s vision for the foreign and international law collection at Yale included not 
only its immediate needs and users but also future ones. His understanding and appre-
ciation of history supported his conviction that we have the responsibility to preserve 
titles that are, or will be, hard to obtain. He also concentrated on preserving titles from 
limited-access jurisdictions in which, for example, information is difficult to acquire or 
is controlled. He believed that a useful collection cannot consist of titles published only 
in the West and written by Western authors.

¶15 Dan was committed to bringing non-white, non-Western, non-English, non-
male-centric, and other legal perspectives into the library. He tirelessly read periodical 
publications to find titles that were not readily marketed or available. Finding material 

 6. Daniel Lawrence Wade Obituary, New Haven Reg. (June 5, 2020), https://www.legacy 
.com/amp/obituaries/nhregister/196302951 [https://perma.cc/X4YA-Q7XD].

https://www.legacy.com/amp/obituaries/nhregister/196302951
https://www.legacy.com/amp/obituaries/nhregister/196302951
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from non-Western perspectives often meant that Dan sought out titles from small and 
independent publishers and book jobbers. It was his personal mission to make sure that 
nothing important, unique, or scarce slipped through the cracks. The Yale Law Library’s 
African law print collection is but one example of Dan’s success in his mission. In addi-
tion to collecting African law primary sources, namely codes and case law reporters, 
Dan gathered monographs, pamphlets, reports, and gray literature about the region or 
its subregions. Dan’s ambitious goals often required extensive legwork and relationship 
building, such as working through Library of Congress field offices or collaborating 
with then African Studies librarian Dorothy Woodson.

¶16 In addition to valuing professional collaborations, Dan was especially thrilled 
to develop relationships with visitors, students, and other collection users. He took time 
to connect with people. Dan, occasionally with his wife Carol, would attend the gradu-
ate students’ movie nights. He enjoyed the company of students and the discussions, 
even though sometimes the discussions would continue well into the evening. In the 
immediate term, Dan sought purchase suggestions, but in the longer term, these discus-
sions often led to long-lasting relationships. Dan welcomed purchase suggestions from 
his librarian colleagues and faculty, but most importantly from American J.D. students 
and scholars visiting from outside the United States. Anytime Dan spoke with a group 
of students (small or large), he took every opportunity to encourage them to make pur-
chase suggestions. In fact, encouraging students to make purchase suggestions contin-
ues to be one of the staples of our orientation for all students.

¶17 Dan believed that each law library’s collection should reflect its community. It 
should be a unique and eclectic gathering of titles that cuts across jurisdictions, time 
periods, subjects, and perspectives. A collection should reflect both the current and 
future needs of the time and place of its building. Dan recognized the value in obtaining 
important titles that might have short publishing lives or other uncommon attributes, 
and he welcomed scholarship by local scholars from jurisdictions around the world. 
Dan’s choices made our library much richer. Dan justified the acquisition of a title that 
might have not squarely fallen within the strictures of our collection development pol-
icy7 because he considered diversity in perspectives to be important. As he always said, 
“The Yale Law Library considers itself a national and international resource. Its foreign 
collection development policy makes sense only if others make use of it. We invite you 
to do so!”

¶18 Dan’s vision of librarianship contemplated several goals. He saw each library as 
a unique collection, and he wanted to ensure that everything that a legal researcher 
might want would be somehow accessible. Building a foreign and international law col-
lection and preserving our legal history for future generations grew beyond Yale. Dan 
cofounded the Northeast Foreign Law Librarians’ Cooperative Group (NEFLLCG) with 
Blanka Kudej from the New York University Law Library and Kent McKeever from the 

 7. Yale Law School, Lillian Goldman Law Library, 2018 Collection Development Policy (Sept. 19, 
2018), https://library.law.yale.edu/collection-development-policy [https://perma.cc/2ZX4-XJD5].

https://library.law.yale.edu/collection-development-policy
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Columbia University Law Library,8 to preserve important, hard to find, and hard to 
obtain foreign and international law materials.

¶19 Starting with only three schools, over time NEFLLCG has grown. The close 
collaboration allowed for “vigorous” collecting and shared the responsibilities among 
participating libraries. The cooperating law libraries meet on a regular basis to not only 
continue the collection development work but also to engage in an information 
exchange, which in a way fulfilled Dan’s effort to train the next generation of foreign 
and international law librarians. Whether intentional or by accident, forming 
NEFLLCG created a big mentoring circle from which all of us benefit.

¶20 Dan was a committed mentor. Those of us at Yale were lucky to have had the 
opportunity to work with Dan directly, for which we are grateful, but he mentored far 
and wide. He was generous with his knowledge and with anyone. One of Dan’s strengths 
as a mentor was that he trusted people to take on projects and new responsibilities; he 
welcomed our ideas and initiatives while always keeping us on our toes with his pierc-
ing questions. Dan allowed us our autonomy and discretion when selecting, yet he was 
always available to talk and assist us through the selection process.

¶21 Dan’s vision was a grand one, intended to reach beyond his or our lifetimes. He 
saw all of us as participating in a millennia-long conversation about civilization. To 
Dan, the church and the library were two great parts of civilization. We hope that his 
vision continues to inspire all of us in the law library and beyond.

¶22 Dan said, “I consider my Last Will and Testament to be ‘The Wisdom from 
Mount Nebo (Hiei): Advice to a Young Person Aspiring to Become a Foreign and 
International Law Librarian,’ 23 Legal Reference Services Quarterly 51 (2006),”9 which 
epitomizes his commitment to training not one, not two, but three generations of for-
eign and international law librarians, we being among the lucky ones.10

¶23 As former colleagues and friends, we can’t leave it at that. Dan’s belief in the 
good in people, in building community, and in the value of logic, reason, and law are 
important credos, and we would like to call on all readers to believe in the good in 
people, build community, and value logic, reason, and law.—Lucie Olejnikova,11 John 
Nann,12 Cate Kellett,13 and Evelyn Ma14

 8. Dan L. Wade, interviewed by Patrick Kehoe, An Oral History of Law Librarianship: A Collection, 
in HeinOnline’s Spinelli’s Law Library Reference Shelf (July 13, 2014), https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OBa03tIUfr0&t=26s [https://perma.cc/A86R-MUQ4].
 9. Introducing . . . Daniel Wade, supra note 3.
 10. Remembering Dan L. Wade—The FCIL Giant: March 6, 1944–May 28, 2020, FCIL Newsletter 
(Lucie Olejnikova et al. eds., July 2020 Special Issue), https://www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/wp-content/uploads 
/sites/7/2020/10/FCIL_-July-2020_Special-Issue_Final.pdf [https://perma.cc/QRA5-VC9K].
 11. Head of Foreign and International Law and Lecturer in Legal Research, Lillian Goldman Law 
Library, Yale Law School, New Haven, Connecticut.
 12. Senior Librarian for Reference, Instruction, and Collection Development and Lecturer in Legal 
Research, Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, New Haven, Connecticut.
 13. Catalog and Government Documents Librarian, Lillian Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, 
New Haven, Connecticut.
 14. Reference Librarian for Foreign and International Law and Lecturer in Legal Research, Lillian 
Goldman Law Library, Yale Law School, New Haven, Connecticut.

https://www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/10/FCIL_-July-2020_Special-Issue_Final.pdf
https://www.aallnet.org/fcilsis/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2020/10/FCIL_-July-2020_Special-Issue_Final.pdf
https://perma.cc/QRA5-VC9K
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A Force for All*

¶24 Dan Wade was a force in my life from the moment I met him during my inter-
view at Yale in the summer of 2005. During my job talk to the library staff, he asked a 
question to which I did not know the answer!

¶25 And so it would be for the next 15 years—Dan would pepper me with questions 
that I couldn’t answer, but for which I would seek, discover, and learn. That was just one 
of Dan’s methods of pushing me to constantly grow and become a better librarian and 
a better leader.

¶26 In addition to stumping me with difficult questions, Dan sought other ways to 
develop me—and our colleagues—professionally. He delegated projects that he knew 
would expand my knowledge. He gave me my first publication opportunities. He 
encouraged me to take on leadership roles before I had the confidence to really do so. 
And he gave me—and many of our colleagues—reading material, and more reading 
material, and more reading material.

¶27 Dan’s thirst for knowledge was never quenched; nor was his desire for justice in 
the world. Dan’s quest for equality carried over into his work. In his 30 years at the 
Lillian Goldman Law Library at Yale Law School, Dan developed superb human rights 
and African law collections; he mentored dozens and dozens of librarians around the 
world; he even started a book club focusing on injustice at AALL Annual Meetings. Dan 
was also painfully humble; he would never admit to his many accomplishments. 
However, the FCIL-SIS, which Dan cofounded in 1985, recognized Dan’s contributions 
to the profession in the form of an award in his honor: the Daniel L. Wade Outstanding 
Service Award.

¶28 Finally, Dan was simply one of the kindest, most generous, and most thoughtful 
persons I have ever known. He never missed an opportunity to share a kind word of 
praise for another’s accomplishment, give a small gift on one’s birthday (often a book), 
or contribute a hearty and sincere laugh.

¶29 We will miss Dan’s laugh and wise words, but his generous spirit will continue 
to live among us. Thank you, Dan, for all you did for me, our colleagues, and our profes-
sion. You will continue to be a driving force in our lives. We miss you and we love 
you!—Teresa M. Miguel-Stearns15

Reflections on the Life of Dan Wade*

¶30 It was late in 1999 when I first met Dan Wade. I was a wide-eyed graduate stu-
dent in library and information science at the University of Illinois at Urbana-

 * © Teresa M. Miguel-Stearns, 2021. 
 15. Associate Dean, Legal Information Innovation; Director, Law Library and Professor of Law, Daniel 
F. Cracchiolo Law Library, James E. Rogers College of Law, University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona.
 * © Mark Engsberg, 2021. 
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Champaign. At that time, a handful of fellow library students and I had been hired as 
graduate assistants. Newly appointed library director Janis Johnston had hired Dan as 
a consultant to survey the library’s foreign and international collection; in particular he 
was evaluating many volumes of uncatalogued foreign materials in the collection and 
was to stay at the Jenner Law Library at Illinois for a week or two for that purpose. Janis 
introduced Dan to us grad students as someone who knew practically everything there 
was to know about foreign law resources—and what he did not know was probably not 
worth knowing. Over the following years, I came to understand that truth about Dan 
and the amazing depth of his knowledge of foreign legal resources, and so much more.

¶31 In addition to Dan’s encyclopedic knowledge of foreign legal resources, he was 
also a kind and friendly person. Many inside the law librarianship profession know that 
Dan took an interest in newer law librarians, particularly those who joined the ranks of 
foreign, comparative, and international law librarians, and he took pleasure in seeing 
them grow and mature in the profession. True to his nature, Dan asked me about my 
background and studies, and during his short time at Illinois, he encouraged me to 
apply for a position at Yale’s Lillian Goldman Law Library where he was working. Good 
fortune and the right circumstances eventually brought me to Yale several months later 
in October 2000.

¶32 My first job at Yale was as a reference librarian. Even though my office was 
some distance from Dan’s, I saw him frequently. After a year or two, Tracy Thompson, 
who had been serving as an FCIL reference librarian, left Yale for the position of execu-
tive director of NELLCO, and her former position in the FCIL Department opened up. 
The Yale law library director at the time, Blair Kauffman, guided me in that direction, 
and I soon relocated to a small suite of offices that housed the FCIL Department and 
settled in just two doors down from Dan. My mentor-mentee relationship with him 
began immediately. I was in his office daily, asking him questions and trying to absorb 
the deluge of information that he generously shared with me about foreign and inter-
national legal resources and how to conduct research with them.

¶33 Dan’s office deserves special mention. It was truly remarkable for its cluttered 
explosion of books, journals, papers, catalogs, brochures, and other material. He was 
an artiste of disarray. Stacks of paper and other materials stood everywhere, but some-
how he knew where everything was—and yes, he actually used much of it often. I 
would ask him a question about something, and he would get up from his desk, reach 
over my head, and pluck the perfectly on-point publication from a shelf. Intriguingly, 
many studies have researched what messy desks or offices say about the people who use 
them.16 The consensus seems to be that people with messy desks tend to be more extro-

 16. See, e.g., Is Your Desk Messy or Tidy? Find Out What It Says About You, Cleveland Clinic (June 
3, 2020), https://health.clevelandclinic.org/is-your-desk-messy-or-tidy-find-out-what-it-may-say-about 
-you/ [https://perma.cc/P33U-M9AB]; Brandon Specktor, If Your Desk Is a Mess, You’re Probably a Genius, 
Reader’s Digest (Aug. 21, 2019), https://www.rd.com/article/desk-of-a-genius/ [https://perma.cc/R6H4 

https://health.clevelandclinic.org/is-your-desk-messy-or-tidy-find-out-what-it-may-say-about-you/
https://health.clevelandclinic.org/is-your-desk-messy-or-tidy-find-out-what-it-may-say-about-you/
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verted and welcoming to others. And a messy desk can also indicate a creative mind. 
Clearly, Dan Wade fit that description.

¶34 Beyond Yale, Dan already enjoyed a respected national and international repu-
tation for his extensive knowledge of foreign, comparative, and international legal 
materials. But he truly reigned as the elder statesman of FCIL resources in the Northeast, 
particularly among institutions that actively collected that class of material. Long before 
my time at Yale—and long after—he was a central figure in the Northeast Foreign Law 
Librarians Cooperative Group (NEFLLCG). NEFLLCG is a coalition of law libraries 
that share expertise and information about FCIL materials from every jurisdiction, and 
make cooperative collection development decisions that help ensure strong and diverse 
collections in these materials.

¶35 Dan provided many opportunities for me to grow professionally. He took me 
with him on day trips to New York- and Boston-area libraries for NEFLLCG meetings. 
He introduced me to other law librarians working with foreign law materials, and he 
generously offered me a seat at the table with the other “grown-up” librarians who knew 
more than I ever would. It was clear that everyone—and I mean everyone—considered 
him the undisputed master of this area of collection development.

¶36 I tagged along behind Dan in the FCIL world for about five years and learned 
as much as I could from him. Eventually, my career took a new direction, and I became 
the library director at Emory University School of Law. Dan and I kept in touch over 
the ensuing years. We met at library conferences and other meetings. I have also 
remained closely connected to the FCIL library community, and librarian colleagues 
from all over the world still ask me about Dan. His famed professional expertise and his 
equally esteemed and genuine humanity have been established within the collective 
consciousness of so many librarians around the world. In as far-flung cities as Kampala, 
Moscow, Melbourne, and Mumbai, librarians know and speak about Dan with a kind 
of reverence. From my personal knowledge, I can attest that such acclaim is not 
displaced.

¶37 Dan deserves all the praise and kind words that he receives. His too-early 
demise is an enormous loss to our profession, and it is undoubtedly an indescribable 
heartache to his family and closest friends. As just about anyone can attest, his knowl-
edge of foreign, comparative, and international legal resources was encyclopedic and 
second to nobody else’s. And he also possessed an intrinsic goodness that made know-
ing him a privilege. Dan Wade, through his work and the way he lived his life, really did 
make the world a better place, and that is perhaps the highest praise anyone can give.—
Mark Engsberg17

-44FA]; What a Messy (or Neat) Desk Reveals About You, Business News Daily (Mar. 9, 2020), https://
www.businessnewsdaily.com/4882-messy-desk-personality.html [https://perma.cc/7B4R-DJRA].
 17. Director of Library Services and Professor of Practice, Hugh F. MacMillan Law Library, Emory 
University School of Law, Atlanta, Georgia.
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Dan Wade: An Icon in Foreign and International Law*

¶38 On May 28, 2020, I got the official news from Dan’s daughter, Alyson, in a text 
message. The Rev. Daniel L. Wade was gone. But I already knew. When such a soul 
leaves, someone who has lived at once so intensely and so gently, you can feel the 
absence. Dan was a true mensch, a person of great honor and integrity. And I feel privi-
leged to have been his colleague and his friend.

¶39 My first professional opportunity as a new law librarian in the late 1990s was as 
Foreign and International Reference Librarian at Yale. Dan had been there since 1987, 
and he was my boss. At that time, I didn’t yet recognize my great good fortune. Dan was 
a scholar first, and the piles of journals, texts, and files on his desk were intimidating in 
the beginning. His innate curiosity propelled his work and fueled his tenacity. He felt 
that it was his responsibility to mentor and encourage the next generation of foreign 
and international law librarians, and I was a direct beneficiary of his mission.

¶40 Dan’s leadership style was to provide guidance and demonstrate professional-
ism, rather than issue orders and assign busy work. He knew that the day-to-day work 
of a library, especially a world-class collection like Yale’s, can devour your time and 
attention, and limit your worldview. He encouraged me to set aside a minimum of an 
hour each day for professional reading and current awareness, and he kept a constant 
flow of recommended reading crossing my desk. To this day, I appreciate his encour-
agement to develop habits of reading, analytical thinking, and even quiet reflection.

¶41 In the late 1990s, recognizing Dan’s eminence, Oceana Publications approached 
him about revising Szladits’ Bibliography of Foreign and Comparative Law. He immedi-
ately pulled me into the project and gave me a coeditor credit for the work we did. His 
scholarly knowledge of the content, along with my tech skills, made for a great working 
team.

¶42 Dan had the reputation of being both a giant in the world of foreign and inter-
national law and a curator of people and relationships. In 2006, the AALL Foreign, 
Comparative, and International Law Special Interest Section (FCIL-SIS) created the 
Daniel L. Wade Outstanding Service Award to recognize those who have had a similar 
significant impact on the profession. Since then, 17 librarians have been recognized, 
and my guess is that each of them could write a moving tribute to Dan and the impact 
he had on their professional development. I am grateful to have been given that oppor-
tunity.—Tracy L. Thompson18

 * © Tracy L. Thompson, 2021.
 18. Owner, Healthy Organizations Consulting, LLC, Schenectady, New York.
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An Appreciation of Dan Wade*

¶43 I had the privilege of working with Dan Wade for 12 years and of maintaining 
a friendship in the years afterward. I met Dan in 1990 when I interviewed for a position 
at Yale that included FCIL reference. Fresh out of library school, my only background 
was a basic knowledge of a couple of European languages, but Dan saw potential and 
became my teacher and mentor. Besides assigning tasks that required me to work with 
and learn various parts of the collection, he supported attendance at training sessions 
related to FCIL librarianship. He also encouraged participation in professional organi-
zations, particularly the FCIL-SIS. Even after I left Yale for a smaller library without an 
FCIL collection, he continued to support my professional development—providing 
citations for a bibliography on international environmental law and later recommend-
ing me for a publishing project.

¶44 Dan’s mentorship extended not only to those of us who worked with him at Yale 
but also to librarians from other libraries. He welcomed librarians from libraries both 
within the United States and from abroad for visits that extended from a few days to a 
few weeks. He provided internship opportunities for students in library school who 
were interested in FCIL librarianship. In addition, he was always willing to provide 
guidance to the many FCIL librarians he met at the AALL Annual Meeting, which he 
attended regularly.

¶45 Dan’s interest in cooperative collection development, particularly relating to 
foreign law, led to strong ties with other major research libraries. While he strengthened 
the international collection at Yale, particularly emphasizing the human rights collec-
tion, he recognized that even with the resources at his disposal, it was impossible to 
build a comprehensive collection of foreign legal materials. He began meeting with the 
group of New York FCIL librarians from Columbia, Fordham, and New York University, 
who had been coordinating the acquisition of foreign legal material and making those 
collections available to other members of the group. In the days before online catalogs 
were readily available on the Internet, Dan participated in the creation of union lists of 
gazettes, serials, and treatises to facilitate the sharing of resources. He also encouraged 
the expansion of the group to include more libraries, ultimately resulting in the meeting 
of foreign law selectors at the AALL Annual Meeting.

¶46 Dan had a special concern for the graduate students and visiting scholars who 
came to Yale from foreign countries. From the time he arrived at Yale in 1987 until our 
building renovation in the late 1990s, all the graduate students and visiting scholars had 
closed carrels in the Annex, a three-story underground facility where the FCIL collec-
tion was housed. Dan wanted the graduate students to have opportunities to interact 
with each other, so he encouraged informal conversations in the Annex reading room. 
In addition, Dan wanted them to experience the kind of American hospitality that he 
knew from his midwestern roots, and he invited groups of students to his and Carol’s 

 * © Kenneth Rudolf, 2021. 
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home for meals, especially for holidays when many foreign students could not leave 
New Haven. Many of these students kept in touch by email after leaving Yale, and when 
they returned to New Haven for visits, they made a point of visiting him in the library 
to renew their acquaintanceship.

¶47 Dan was a significant force in the FCIL-SIS, but he was also active in other areas 
of AALL. He was the first editor of the FCIL Newsletter in 1987 and was SIS chair in 
1988–1989. He encouraged the formation of working groups (now called interest 
groups) within the SIS, addressing not only the difficulties of collecting materials from 
different geographic areas but also the needs of FCIL librarians in areas such as teach-
ing FCIL research. Beyond his work with the FCIL-SIS, Dan helped organize the Legal 
History and Rare Books SIS in 1989 and served as its chair in 1993–1994. He also 
served on the Annual Meeting Educational Program Committee in 2001–2002. 
Outside of librarianship, Dan was committed to human rights and pacifism, and he was 
active in New Haven groups with similar goals.

¶48 My memories of Dan are of a man who cared deeply about the people he 
worked with, who was helpful to colleagues throughout the profession, and who was 
committed to social justice. I will miss him.—Kenneth Rudolf19

Remembering Dan’s Commitments:  
The Library, Human Rights, Kindness*

¶49 Dan Wade was one of the kindest, most humble people I’ve ever known. He was 
also steadfastly and gently dedicated to global justice, racial equality, and the well-being 
of all. I saw him at demonstrations or talks about the world’s and the New Haven com-
munity’s most troubling issues as often as I saw him to discuss international law ques-
tions or research materials. The more I’ve thought about what I loved and admired 
about Dan, the more I’ve appreciated what was unique about him: he was a singularly 
integrated person. His enthusiasm for international law and his work, the kindness and 
respect with which he treated others, his earnest commitment to peace and human 
rights, his engagement with his church and his community were all of a harmonious 
piece. And then it occurred to me that “integrated” and “integrity” come, of course, 
from the same Latin root, integer, generally defined as whole, intact, or complete. But 
the meaning of the word “integrity” has come to embrace honesty, a devotion to strong 
moral principles, and a quality of internal unity. Dan embodied integrity.

¶50 At Yale Law School, I direct the Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic 
and the Schell Center for International Human Rights. My students and I relied on Dan 
as a guide to the often-arcane sources of international law. His knowledge of interna-
tional law and of the library’s international law resources was remarkable, but material 

 19. Professor Emeritus of Law and Retired Director of the Law Library, University of La Verne, La 
Verne, California.
 * © James J. Silk, 2021. 
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on human rights held a special place for him. When the Human Rights Clinic needed a 
book or I read a review of or a notice about a new book related to human rights that 
sounded useful, I sent Dan an email message to suggest he order it for the library. Most 
times, he emailed back immediately to tell me that he had already ordered it. He had a 
sure sense of what was worthwhile for the collection and stayed up with the evolution 
of international human rights law and discourse.

¶51 I fondly remember one small example of the way Dan’s thoughtfulness and 
commitment to his work combined so naturally. The Lowenstein Clinic has a small 
office in which, over many years, we had accumulated a small, idiosyncratic library of 
human rights reports, journals, organization annual reports, and books. Several years 
ago, we decided it was time to clean up the office and create space by pruning this col-
lection of odds and ends. An undergraduate assistant organized everything into catego-
ries and did searches to determine which materials could be found online, and we 
discarded those. I set aside a few references that clinic students could use and then 
called Dan to ask whether he’d like to go through everything else and decide what pub-
lications would be useful to include in the library’s international collections. He came 
by and went through each item, quickly but with real interest, often commenting on an 
issue the document addressed or asking me a question. Only a small pile survived his 
review. What impressed me was Dan’s knowledge—his memory of which reports were 
already in the library, his knowing sense of the significance of even the thinnest and 
most exotic reports—and genuine interest in the issues and stories the documents con-
tained. But what touched me most was the genuine regret Dan expressed for every 
document his sure judgment told him he had to decline. I felt as if he was worrying that 
he was letting us down: the authors, the people whose suffering the reports addressed, 
or me.

¶52 Dan was the most faithful attendee at Schell Center human rights events. There 
were issues that were especially important to him. He never missed a talk or panel about 
Sierra Leone; he had become deeply invested in that country’s struggles to heal from the 
abuses and violence of its civil war through his involvement in the New Haven-
Freetown Sister City Program. At these events, Dan did not often ask questions, but 
when he did, he invariably showed, in his soft-spoken way, both his knowledge and his 
deep caring and sense of justice.

¶53 The last time I wrote to Dan to suggest he order a book for the library was on 
March 18, 2020. He responded right away to tell me he had asked acquisitions to order 
the book. I knew that Dan had been facing difficult health challenges, and the corona-
virus had started to constrain everyone’s lives and to loom as a threat to people with 
compromised health. So, in my email message, I asked Dan how he was doing. He 
responded only that he hoped I was doing well in a difficult time. I will miss Dan enor-
mously. The law school will miss Dan enormously.—James J. Silk20

 20. Binger Clinical Professor of Human Rights; Director, Allard K. Lowenstein International Human 
Rights Clinic; and Director, Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights, Yale Law School, 
New Haven, Connecticut.
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Daniel Wade’s Peace and Justice Activities*

¶54 Daniel Wade attended Manchester College, now Manchester University, in 
North Manchester, Indiana, as an undergraduate. He was deeply influenced by the 
Peace Studies program under the direction of Dr. Gladdys Muir, and developed values 
of peace and justice that lasted until his death in May 2020. After completing an M.A. 
at Indiana University in Near Eastern history, he became a conscientious objector and 
attended Bethany Theological Seminary in Oak Brook, Illinois. During this time, he 
strengthened his beliefs in peace and justice; worked actively in peace groups; learned 
the languages of Aramaic, Greek, and Hebrew; and earned an M.Div. degree. He then 
embarked on an M.A. program at the University of Chicago in history of religions, 
where he refined his view of the medieval world; studied Arabic; and committed even 
more deeply to his peace and justice beliefs.

¶55 After a time of working for the law firm of Kirkland & Ellis in Chicago as a legal 
aide, he entered DePaul Law School, earning a J.D., and then subsequently University 
of Illinois Library School after he decided that he wanted to be a foreign and interna-
tional law librarian. He worked at Vanderbilt Law Library and the University of 
Houston Law Library before coming to Yale Law Library. Throughout this time, he 
began his lifelong interest in the American Association of Law Libraries, and conse-
quently the Foreign, Comparative, and International Law SIS, in which he played a part 
of significance.

¶56 Moving to New Haven in 1987 and beginning work at the Yale Law Library was 
a significant move for Dan, as he finally had time to engage in his broader interests of 
justice and human rights. He joined and was the president of Interfaith Community 
Ministries (ICM), a New Haven and suburban group of congregations, synagogues, and 
mosques that promoted justice organizations throughout New Haven. Such organiza-
tions as the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen, Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers, and 
Abraham’s Tent were all started by either DCM, the forerunner of ICM, or ICM.

¶57 He also joined the Church of Christ in Yale, which met on Sundays in Battell 
Chapel, and was active in the social justice group there. He helped out for several years 
at the Dixwell United Church of Christ on Dixwell Avenue in New Haven, and at 
Center Church UCC on Temple Street. He edited the FCIL-SIS newsletter for several 
years along with the Holy Light, an ICM newsletter.

¶58 In 2005, after Yale established a new nondenominational congregation and the 
former congregation became the newly formed Shalom United Church of Christ, Dan 
joined and became involved in ministry to interns at Yale Divinity School. During the 
last five years, he also joined the Unitarian Society of Greater New Haven, along with 
various social justice organizations: Green Sanctuary (climate justice), Immigration 
and Refugee Task Force, Preventing Gun Violence Task Force, and the Anti-Racism 
Group, among others. In addition, he was an active member of CONECT (Congregations 
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Organized for a New CT), which influences lawmakers and administrators at various 
levels of government to create laws and regulations that are justice oriented. As well, he 
was involved as a non-Jewish member of Jewish Voice for Peace and worked for human 
rights laws across many countries.

¶59 When he died in May of 2020, he was still an active part of the international law 
library community and was heavily involved in social justice groups and activities. He 
aspired to live out the words of Martin Luther King, Jr.: “True peace is not merely the 
absence of tension, it is the presence of justice.”—Carol Wade
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