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SUN-DRENCHED STACKS & STRATEGIC UPDATES:
SUMMER AS AN ACCESS SERVICES LIBRARIAN

The hum of the air conditioning is more prominent now. Sunlight streams
differently through the library windows, illuminating dust motes floating in the
stillness. It is early summer, and for an access services law librarian, this is
not just a season; it is a profound shift. The frantic energy of the academic
year, with its bustling hallways and constant chatter, has gracefully receded,
replaced by a rare and cherished calm.

Most students have dispersed to internships or clerkships. Only a handful of
dedicated graduates remain, scattered throughout the reading rooms, their
heads buried in bar prep materials. They are the quiet inhabitants of our
summer domain, making the most of the newfound peace. A nod here, a §\
brief question there—their presence adds a quiet, focused energy that e
complements the overall tranquility.

This quiet—this space—is a gift. It is the moment when busyness transforms into purposeful productivity.
During the academic year, the steady deluge of requests and immediate needs means long-term projects
often linger in the nebulous "later" file. But summer—summer is for tackling the crucial, often deferred tasks
that are vital to the library's smooth operation.

Now my days involve the rewarding tasks of organizing and refining. | can finally tackle a list of misplaced
books, returning wayward texts to their proper homes or replacing those that have been lost. This is also the
time to sift through our patron database, updating records for graduates moving on and faculty relocating,
ensuring our information remains current.

A significant portion of my summer focuses on the library's physical spaces. I'm re-evaluating signage,
analyzing confusion points that emerged during the school year and developing clearer, more intuitive
designs for the fall. Those ad hoc policy tweaks and procedural adjustments that sprang up in response to
unexpected challenges? Soon they will progress from temporary fixes to formalized updates for our
instruction manuals, ready to guide staff more effectively in the fall. The online guides get a much-needed
refresh, preparing to welcome and orient a new wave of incoming students.

Perhaps the best part of summer is the time it affords for connection with my team. The relentless pace of the
school year often limits interactions to quick check-ins. Now, we can schedule regular meetings, catch up,
and truly see how everyone is doing. More importantly, it is an opportunity to empower them. | can delegate
meaningful projects they have expressed interest in, facilitate training that enhances their skills, and support
professional development tailored to their individual passions. It is a chance to invest in the people who make
the library run, fostering growth and strengthening our collective expertise.

These sun-drenched days of focused work and quiet collaboration are fleeting. Soon, cooler weather will
return, bringing with it the vibrant chaos of a new semester. But for now, | will savor the productive peace,
knowing these summer efforts lay the groundwork for a smoother, more efficient, and maybe even calmer
academic year ahead. The summer sanctuary prepares us for the storm, one correctly placed book, one
thoughtfully updated sign, one engaged conversation at a time.

Judy Davis, Senior Law Librarian, Head of Access Services, Library Administration, Adjunct
Assistant Professor of Law, University of Southern California Gould School of Law, Los Angeles, CA
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