
AALL

2017 AALL ASSOCIATION LUNCHEON
Tuesday, July 18 

Marian Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award Winners

Joseph L. Andrews Legal Literature Award Winners

Hall of Fames Inductees



AALL
MARIAN GOULD GALLAGHER  
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Richard A. Danner began his career as a law librarian at the University of Wisconsin 
Law School serving as a student assistant, before becoming the head of periodicals 
and eventually the environmental law librarian. After receiving his JD from Wisconsin 
in 1979, he started at Duke University School of Law as associate director of the law 
library and professor; in 1981, he was promoted to senior associate dean. In 2003, he 
was appointed as the Archibald C. and Frances Fulk Rufty research professor of law.

Danner served as AALL’s president from 1989–1990 and as president of the 
Southeastern Chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries from 1985–1986. 
His remarkable service to the Association goes well beyond his role as president; he 
served as editor of Law Library Journal for 10 years. Danner has received numerous 
awards and honors from AALL for this work, including the Hall of Fame award in 2014. 
He is an advocate for open access to legal information and was one of the first people 
to argue for the advancement of open access publication of academic law reviews. 
Notably, all of Duke University’s journals have been online and free for all users since 
the late 1990s. Identifying a need, Danner was one of the first directors to create a 
librarian position for statistical analysis for empirical legal studies.

Richard A. Danner
Archibald C. and Frances Fulk Rufty 
Research Professor of Law
Senior Associate Dean for Information 
Services
Duke University School of Law
Durham, North Carolina

Read the AALL Spectrum profiles on the  
Gallagher Award winners at bit.ly/AALLgallagher17.

The Distinguished Service Award, established in 1984, recognizes extended and sustained 
service to law librarianship, exemplary service to the Association, and/or contributions to the 
professional literature. The award was renamed for Marian Gould Gallagher in 1990. Gallagher 
Award recipients are additionally recognized with induction into the AALL Hall of Fame.
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Karl T. Gruben’s stellar career spanned across library types. He began his career at the 
Texas State Law Library as a government law librarian, before moving into the private 
sector at Vinson & Elkins LLP and Squire Sanders & Dempsey. He then proceeded into 
academia, where he served as law library director and associate professor of law at St. 
Thomas University Law School in Minneapolis, before moving to the University of San 
Diego to serve as associate dean for library and information services, professor of law, 
and director of the legal research center.

An AALL member since 1975, he served on numerous committees, including the 
Committee Structure Special Committee, which oversaw a complete review of all AALL 
committees. He also served on the Executive Board as both a member and secretary. 
In addition to his extensive service to AALL, he contributed his leadership skills to 
other local and regional associations, including Houston Area Law Librarians, where 
he served as president. Gruben passed away in November 2016. He was aware that 
his colleagues had begun the process of preparing the nomination materials for this 
prestigious award and was honored by the prospect of being considered. Gruben’s 
extensive leadership activities and contributions to law librarianship make him a worthy 
recipient of the Marian Gould Gallagher Award.

Karl T. Gruben
Awarded Posthumously

Associate Dean for Library & Information 
Services

Professor of Law and Director of the 
Legal Research Center

University of San Diego School of Law
San Diego, California
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Gitelle Seer
Director of Library and Research Services, 
Retired
Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP
Mahwah, New Jersey

Gitelle Seer completed her MS at Columbia University School of Library Service in 1968, 
after which she embarked on a remarkable career at Dewey Ballantine LLP, serving as 
director of the library (the firm eventually became known as Dewey & LeBoeuf). In the 
mid-1970s, after taking time off following the birth of her first child, she worked part-
time as an assistant librarian at Coudert Brothers in New York for several years, before 
returning part-time, and then full-time, to Dewey until her retirement in 2011.

Seer’s significant contributions to law librarianship culminated in leadership positions 
at both the national and regional levels. She served as secretary and as a member 
on AALL’s Executive Board and participated in several AALL committees, including 
the AALL Chapter Summit Planning Committee. At the chapter level, she served 
as president, vice-president, and as a member of the Board of Directors for the 
Law Librarian Association of Greater New York. Many of her contemporaries praise 
her willingness to be a positive role model and mentor to law librarians—always 
encouraging others to engage and learn. Her work in law firm libraries has been 
featured in various publications, including American Lawyer, National Law Journal, and 
New York Law Journal. She also contributed to the book Law Librarianship in the Digital 
Age by Ellyssa Kroski, which was awarded the Joseph L. Andrews Legal Literature 
Award in 2014.
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Richard C. Amelung
Professor Emeritus of Legal Research

Vincent C. Immel Law Library
Saint Louis University School of Law

St. Louis, Missouri

AND 

Read the AALL Spectrum profiles on the  
Andrews Award winners at bit.ly/AALLandrews17.

Established in 1967 in honor of Joseph L. Andrews, reference librarian at the Association of 
the Bar of the City of New York, the Joseph L. Andrews Legal Literature Award recognizes 
significant textual contributions to legal literature.

The Legal Patrimony of Haiti, published by William S. Hein & Co., Inc., tracks the legal 
history of Haiti from its colonial past through independence to the twenty-first century. 
As stated in a nomination letter, “With the heightened interest in Haiti following the 
earthquake of 2010, and the troubled state of its institutions in the decades before that, 
the goal of The Legal Patrimony of Haiti is to provide a comprehensive and bilingual 
bibliographic foundation upon which Haitians and others of goodwill can re-start the 
process of building Haitian legal and governmental institutions.”Since its publication, 
identified material has been digitized and made free to Haitian citizens.

Amelung is professor emeritus of legal research at the Vincent C. Immel Law Library 
at Saint Louis University, where he served as associate director until his retirement 
in 2013. Prior to his appointment as associate director in 2006, he served as the 
law library’s head of technical services. In recognition of his work, AALL’s Technical 
Services Special Interest Section awarded him the Renee D. Chapman Memorial 
Award for Outstanding Contributions in Technical Services Law Librarianship in 1997. 
Amelung currently serves as chairman of the board of the LLMC. 

Kathleen Richman, executive director of the LLMC, along with her staff, compiled the 
bibliography for this book.

JOSEPH L. ANDREWS LEGAL  
LITERATURE AWARD

LLMC Staff
Kaneohe, Hawaii

The Legal Patrimony of Haiti: An Annotated Bibliography 
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Elbridge Thomas Gerry: An Exceptional Life in Gilded Gotham provides an extensive 
historical biography on the founder of the New York Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children. Elbridge Thomas Gerry (1837–1927), was also legal counsel to 
the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the father of six children, one 
of whom became a United States Senator. To date, very little has been written about 
Gerry, the grandson of a founding father, Vice President Elbridge Gerry. He spent his 
days as a prominent New York City lawyer and philanthropist. Following his death in 
1927, his 30,000-volume personal law library was donated to the U.S. Supreme Court 
as its founding collection. 

Dowling served as director of the U.S. Supreme Court Library for 15 years until her 
retirement in mid-2003. Since retiring from William & Mary School of Law in 2010 
where she taught legal research, she has worked full-time researching and writing the 
book on Gerry in addition to editing the annual book, The State of the Federal Judiciary, 
published by William S. Hein. To aid in her research on the Gerry biography, she 
received the 2012–2013 Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History Fellowship from 
the New York Historical Society.

Established in 1967 in honor of Joseph L. Andrews, reference librarian at the Association of 
the Bar of the City of New York, the Joseph L. Andrews Legal Literature Award recognizes 
significant textual contributions to legal literature.

Shelley L. Dowling
Librarian of the Court, U.S. Supreme Court, 
Retired 
U.S. Supreme Court Library
Williamsburg, Virginia
Elbridge Thomas Gerry: An Exceptional Life 
in Gilded Gotham

Read the AALL Spectrum profile on the  
Andrews Award winners at bit.ly/AALLandrews17.
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In sixteenth-century England, barristers were trained at the Inns of Court. In addition  
to barristers, many early poets and playwrights were also members of the Inns. 
Lawyers at Play focuses on the influence of the literary and legal cultures of the Inns 
during the first decade of the reign of Elizabeth I, looking at the players who shaped the 
English Renaissance, especially in the areas of lyric poetry, dramatic tragedy, satire, 
and masque. Winston’s book delves into one of the most formative and understudied 
periods of the English Renaissance.

Winston is a professor of English and chair of History at Idaho State University in 
Pocatello, Idaho. Her research focuses on Renaissance literature and culture (c. 
1475–1640), especially the literary culture of the early English law schools and legal 
societies, including the Inns of Court. Her research has been supported by a Mellon 
Foundation Sawyer Seminar Postdoctoral Fellowship (University of Aberdeen) and 
the National Endowment for the Humanities. Additionally, as an advocate for public 
humanities, she gives talks about the history of the Inns of Court and their relationship 
to the American Inns of Court to local chapters of the American Inns.

Jessica Winston
Chair, History Department and  

Professor of English
Idaho State University

Pocatello, Idaho
Lawyers at Play: Literature, Law, and Politics at 

the Early Modern Inns of Court, 1558-1581
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Joyce Manna Janto is currently the deputy director at the University of Richmond 
School of Law Library. She previously worked as the acquisitions librarian and 
associate director for collection development at the University of Richmond. 

With more than 30 years of experience in the profession, including a membership 
with AALL since 1981, Janto has made significant contributions to law librarianship. 
In addition to numerous speaking engagements at AALL Annual Meetings and the 
Southeastern Chapter of the American Association of Law Libraries (SEAALL) Annual 
Meeting, she gave the keynote address at the 2011 meeting of the Chilean Law 
Librarians Association. 

Janto is an exemplary leader in the profession, with past service on the AALL Executive 
Board as president and treasurer. On a regional level, Janto has served as president 
of SEAALL and as president of the Virginia Association of Law Libraries. She remains 
active with continued committee service that has included serving as chair of the 
Nominations Committee, Placement Committee, and Mentoring Committee. She 
currently serves as a member of the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. Janto’s 
continued commitment to law librarianship and AALL has never waned. She continues 
to be a leader, innovator, and a source of knowledge for other librarians. She can 
now add the well-deserved AALL Hall of Fame Award to her list of professional 
accomplishments.

Joyce Manna Janto
Deputy Director of the Law Library
University of Richmond School of Law
Richmond, Virginia

The Hall of Fame Award, established in 2009, recognizes significant, substantial, and long-
standing contributions to the profession and service to the Association.*

HALL OF FAME AWARD
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Catherine Lemann
Research Librarian

Law Library of Louisiana
New Orleans, Louisiana

Catherine “Cathy” Lemann has been a member of AALL for 28 years. In this time, she 
has made many significant contributions to the Association as well as the profession.  
In 2013, she retired from her position as the circuit librarian for the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Fourth Circuit in Richmond, Virginia. Since her retirement, she has 
continued working part-time in law librarianship as a research librarian for the Law 
Library of Louisiana.

At the national level, Lemann served on the AALL Executive Board as president and 
secretary. She served as chair of several AALL committees, including the Nominations 
and Appointments Committees, and the Membership Development and Retention 
Task Force. She also served as chair of the Council of Special Interest Section 
(SIS) Chairs, representing all chairs of special interest sections, and as chair of the 
Government Law Libraries SIS. At the regional level, she served as president of both 
the New Orleans Association of Law Librarians and the Southeastern Chapter of the 
American Association of Law Libraries. She remains active in service as a member of 
the Awards Committee and the Emerging Leader Award Jury. In 2001, she received 
both the Spirit of Librarianship Award and the O. James Werner Award for Distinctive 
Service to People with Disabilities. Even in retirement, Lemann continues to make great 
contributions to AALL and is a worthy recipient of the AALL Hall of Fame Award.

Read the AALL Spectrum profiles on the  
Hall of Fame inductees at bit.ly/AALLhof17.

HALL OF FAME AWARD
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Melody Lembke
Associate Law Librarian for Collection Services
University of California
Irvine School of Law Library
Irvine, California

Read the AALL Spectrum profiles on the  
Hall of Fame inductees at bit.ly/AALLhof17.

Melody Lembke currently serves as the associate law librarian for collection services 
at the University of California Irvine School of Law Library. A member since 1976, her 
service to the Association includes several leadership positions—most notably serving 
on the AALL Executive Board and chairing the Nominations Committee as well as 
the Technical Services Special Interest Section. In addition to her AALL leadership 
roles, she served as a member of several AALL committees, including the Long 
Range Planning Committee (1989-1990), the Annual Meeting Program Committee, 
the Committee on Committees, and the Executive Director Search Committee. On a 
regional level, she served as an executive board member for the Southern California 
Association of Law Libraries (SCALL). 

An advocate for law librarians in the technical services field, Lembke was the co-
director of the 1992 AALL Cataloging Institute. She also coordinated, moderated, and 
spoke on many panels of interest at AALL, the Practising Law Institute, and SCALL. 
Her efforts in the field were rewarded with the 1996 Renee D. Chapman Memorial 
Award for Outstanding Contributions in Technical Services Law Librarianship. She has 
been a great mentor to many and a pioneer in law librarianship and technical services 
throughout her career. Lembke’s induction into the Hall of Fame is an acknowledgment 
of her many leadership and professional contributions.

HALL OF FAME AWARD
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Maryruth Storer
Law Library Director

Orange County Public Law Library
Santa Ana, California

Maryruth Storer is currently law library director at the Orange County Public Law 
Library in Santa Ana, California. She began her career in law librarianship in 1978 at 
the University of Tennessee. Since joining AALL in 1996, Storer has been extremely 
active in committee work, with a long record of service to AALL and the profession.  
She dedicated her time and expertise to the Association when she was elected to serve 
as an AALL Executive Board member. In addition, she served as chair of the Awards 
Committee, Biennial Salary Survey Task Force, Bylaws and Resolutions Committee, 
Membership Committee, and the Government Law Libraries Special Interest Section. 

Storer served as chair of the Council of SIS Chairs, representing all chairs of special 
interest sections, and as chair of the Council of Chapter Presidents, representing all 
chapters of the Association, being one of only a handful of individuals to hold both 
roles. She currently serves as a member of the Chapter Professional Development 
Award Jury. On a regional level, she has served as president and treasurer of both the 
Southern California Association of Law Libraries and the Council of California County 
Law Librarians. She also has dedicated her time to the Library of California Regional 
Library Network and Orange County Library Association. She can now add the much 
deserved AALL Hall of Fame Award to her impressive list of accolades.

HALL OF FAME AWARD

*Marian Gould Gallagher Distinguished Service Award recipients are automatically 
inducted into the Hall of Fame if not already a member.
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